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Children to 
benefit from 
huge Fitness 
First Auction 


Fitness First's annual Children's Miracle Network 
fundraising auction is going to be held on Saturday, 
March 29th, at Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding 
Hills. The live auction will be orchestrated by Rossi 
Auctioneers of Agawam. 

All proceeds will go directly to benefit the 
Children’s Miracle Network at the Children’s 
Hospital/Baystate Medical Center. 

Preview will be at 5:30 p.m., with the auction begin¬ 
ning at 6:30 p.tn Hors-d’oeurves will be served, and 
a cash bar will te-available to patrons. 

There will be many items to bid on! Some of the 
more attractive items received so far include: 

* Larry Bird autographed authentic style Celtics jer¬ 
sey 

* Ted Williams & Joe DiMaggio Double auto¬ 
graphed 8x10 vintage sepiatone photo in custom 
frame 

* Larry Bird and Magic Johnson double auto¬ 
graphed 16x20 color photo from the 1979 NCAA 
championship in custom frame 

SEE FITNESS FIRST - Page 7 


Wishing Bob Smith a happy retirement. 



GRANGER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Principal Phyllis Lewis, along with 35 teachers and 418 
students, ’’hollered" a heartfelt GOOD-BYE recently to custodian Bob Smith, who has been 
employed by the Agaw am School System for a total of 21 years. For 18 of those years. Smith has 
worked at Granger, and Mrs. Lewis stated, "We’re going to miss him. He and his co-workers 
are the reason why this school always looked so nice." Pictured above with Smith are various 
Granger schoolchildren, as well as "lunch crew ladies" Suzanne Svadeba, Ellie Strong, and 

Fran Barker. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Linda Comee & friends beat the winter “blues”... 



JUDGING BY I HIS PHOTO, Dean Mercadante obviously had himself a good time at Linda Comee's sixth annual “Get The Hell Out Of The 
House Party held February 1st at the Springfield Tkrnverein on Garden Street. As in the past, donations from this party' will continue to be 
made to worthwhile causes. Past recipients have included the Shriners Hospital for Children, the Tourette Syndrome Association, ToughLove, 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, The Jimmy Fund/Dana Farber, and the Alzheimer’s Association. Right photo: As the “leader" of this annual 
shindig, Linda Comee enjoyed moving her feet to the music, as did her dance partner, Wayne Hearn. (See additional photo on Page 12.) 
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Park Square Realty 


Announcing The Opening Of Our New Office 
Irni'frh 345 North Westfield Street 


■ ■ 


leaky 


Feeding Hills, MA 


Park 

iquaie 

HJRealty 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

~~ $500 Off 



Barry Boccasile 

Broker/ Manager/ Recruiter 

747-498O 




Betsy St. Pierre 

Residential Specialist 
263-3522 



Angela Cross-Gilligan 

Residential Specialist 
747-6098 



Paul Montefusco 

Residential Specialist 
750-0949 



Judy Murphy 

Residential Specialist 
263-0305 


Park 


e & 


List your home with Park Square Realty 
between March 1, 2003 and April 30, 2003 
and subtract $500 from your Brokerage fee. 

(certain considerations apply) 

-Park Square Realty Menu- 

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1987 

Established Business 

Our name has not changed in 16 years. 

Local Ownership 

Our agents and owner live here and are 
accountable to the community. 

Well Trained Sales and Support Staff 

Top Shelf Customer Service 

High Tech/Cutting Edge Offices 

Locations in Westfield and Agawam/Feeding Hills 

Professional Call Coordinators 

Our Call Coordinators capture over 80% of the 
potential buyers ’ names and phone numbers. 

We make the most of our Marketing. 

Website Marketing 

www.parksquarerealtv. com will lead even 
more homebuyers to your door. 

Versatile Team 

Professionally handling Residential, Commercial, 
Investment, New Home Construction and Land Sales. 

* All items on our menu come with a large order of Personal Service 

~Make Your Reservations Today - 



Peggy Lis-Barone 

Residential Broker 
Mass./ Conn. License 
747-4919 



Kim Landry 

Residential Specialist 
748-7580 



Gayle Paul 
Residential Specialist 
263-0370 



Susan Berselli 

Residential Sales 
Mass./ Conn. License 
748-6149 



Kevin Lohnes 

Commercial/ Investment 
Residential Sales 
755-2420 


Park Square Realty 

Agawam/ Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-9830 


Park Square Realty 

After Hours 
(413) 263-3622 


Park Square Realty 
Westfield 
(413) 568-9226 


■^.^Park 
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No place for attacks on 
character in Agawam 

To the Editor: 

I think this town has moved on beyond attacking a 
person's character. 

My husband, Anthony Bonavita, is an Agawam City 
Councilor who is 50 years-old, and has been elected 
twice to the City Council. He has served the same 
amount of time as our present mayor. 

This claim of “Old Time Politics" is false and the 
claim he has a "Politcal Gang” is ridiculous. 

We have one of the most educated and profes¬ 
sional, councils in the history of Agawam serving right 
now. If people are truly following the issues and con¬ 
tents of the meetings, they would agree the decisions 
are not being based on “Old Time Politics,” but inde¬ 
pendent and accurate decisions of each town coun¬ 
cilor. 

A person or persons have a right to disagree with 
my husband on issues (I know he loves to debate 
issues), but to attack his character is something I 
believe Agawam has moved beyond. 

Adele Bonavita 
Agawam 

Elected officials should know 
that no position is forever 

To the Editor: 

With the controversy that has developed over the 
change in chairmanship on the City Council’s school 
budget subcommittee, I would like to express my 
view. It is my belief that any holder of an elected office 
(putting themselves on the line in the political arena) 
has to realize going in that no position is forever. 

There is a beginning, and there is an ending to any 
office held. In this case, the chairmanship of a com¬ 
mittee within the council being subject to the votes of 
the other council members under rule 13 is no differ¬ 


ent. Those referring to this change of chairpersons as 
“politics” are exactly right. It is politics, in the most 
proper and truest sense. 

It’s how democracy on all levels in our country is 
intended to function. Changes within the democratic 
framework, by design, constantly and periodically 
rejuvenate and re-energize our form of government. 
They are the sign of a healthy political system in good 
working order. 

I further believe that in this instance, some of our 
best city councilors are being “trashed” for simply vot¬ 
ing their conscience. And indeed, if they felt a change 
was necessary, they are duty-bound to do what they 
feel is in the best interest of not themselves, but our 
community. It is their job. 

The outgoing chairperson and her supporters 
should not misconstrue the vote as anything other 
than what it was, a vote. Yes - “politics as usual.” It 
should not be interpreted as a sign that there were 
negative motivations toward the outgoing chairperson 
on the part of other councilors, or that the time and 
hard work she put into the position were not appreci¬ 
ated by them. 

Those that are unhappy with this change shouldn’t 
forget that it is politics, and politics is business; in this 
case, the business of our city. To complain about it 
serves no real purpose. It’s a little bit like barking at 
the moon. 

Sincerely, 
Doug Cesan 
Feeding Hills 

“Here We Go Again” - 
Agawam politics 

To the Editor: 

I am writing in reference to Mr. Linkenhoker’s letter 
to the editor. I believe that he should read the article 
written by Councilor Morassi on Page 4, dated Feb. 
20, 2003 in The Agawam Advertiser and he will find all 
his questions answered on why Mrs. Simpson was 
not reappointed to the School Budget Sub-committee. 

I feel that this idea of linking Councilor Bonavita to 
a political gang is really "outrageous.” 

I have known Anthony Bonavita for “50” years and 
find that he is an honest person who serves this town 
well. 

Sincerely, 
Christine Franco 
Agawam 


Regular School 
Committee meeting 

Tuesday, March 11th- 7:30 P.M. 

Agawam Middle School - 68 Main St. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Executive Session - 6:30 p.m. 

3. Regular Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 

4. Moment of Silence 

5. Citizens’ Speak Time 

6. Roll Call of Attendance 

7. Superintendent’s Notes 

8. Highlights on Eduction: Presentation of Agawam 
Academic A 

9. Old Business: 

a. SCR-03-5 Approval of AHS Band & Chorus Trip 
to “Festivals of Music" National Competition in 
Chicago, IL on May 1, 2, 3, 4 2003 

10. Business Meeting: 

a. Routine Matters 

1) Approval of Minutes 

2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports 

* LPVEC Program Update - R. Labrie 

* Recommended Alternate Diploma (Certificate of 
Attainment) - L. Prystupa & F. Meagher 

* MCAS Retest Scores - W. Sapelli & L. Prystupa 

* Policy Subcommittee Update - R. Doering 

11. New Business 

a. SCR-03-6 Approval of AHS Rosie Robotics 
Team Trip to FIRST Robotics Competition in Hartford, 
CT March 13-15, 2003 

b. SCR-03-7 Approval of AHS Rosie Robotics 
Team Trip to FIRST Robotics Competition at Rutgers 
Univ., New Jersey, April 2-5, 2003 

12. Policy Review: 

a. CC/CC-E, Administrative Organizational Plan & 
Organizations Chart - (1st reading) 

b. KBBA/KBBA-R/KBBA-E, Non-Custodial Parents 
Rights, Affidavit for Non-Custodia\ Parent Requesting 
Student Records, & Notice to Custodial Parent - (1st 
reading) 

13. Any other business that may legally come 
before the Committee. 

14. Adjournment 


LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

AGAWAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
The Agawam Conservation Commission will 
hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 13,2003 
at 6:45 PM, at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the petition of Bretta for 
work to be performed on Mill Street, subject to the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. 

By Order of Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation Commission 
Published: March 6, 2003 




rl 


Want to 
keep up on 
all the 
latest 
news in 
Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to 
subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! 

A one-year subscription costs 
only $26, so mail your check 
today to “The Advertiser 
News, ” P. O. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

AGAWAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
The Agawam Conservation will meet on 
Thursday, March 13, 2003 at 7:00 PM at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, Mass. The purpose of this meeting will 
be to hear the Request for Determination of 
Applicability of Calabrese for property located at 
the easterly end of Woodside Drive. 

By Order of Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation Commission 
Published: March 6, 2003 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


***** 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 

12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 

any articles, press releases, letters, 

etc., that can be brought in on 

Mondays. Thank you...AANH 

***** 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each and 
every week... AANH! 



The Agawam Advertiser News f 


786-7747 Production Staff 786-8137 


Richard Sardella.Editor 

Ellen Lightcap.Production Manager/Graphic Artist 

Teri Machia.Assistant Production Manager 

Phil Benoit.Typesetter/Layout Assistant 

Kathy Shepard.Feature Editor/Photographer 

Bill Bellico.Sports Writer 

Dave Rollins.Sports Writer 


THE AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS (U.S.P.S.-001-170) is published weekly for $26.00 per year by 
Turley Publications Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Second class postage is paid at F.H., 
MA 01030 & at associated offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Agawam Advertiser 
News, P.O. Box 263, F.H., MA 01030-0263. 
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REPRESENTING TORTUS TECHNOLOGIES at the E-Marketing workshop were (from left) Lou Davis, Account Manager, and Larri 
Cochran, Director of Business Development. In right photo: Among those in attendance at the workshop at the Agawam Small Business 
Assistance Center were (from left) John Glynn, CSC Force Measurements, Inc.; Gerry Smith, Jr., Agawam Driving School; Gerry Courmier, 
S.C.O.R.E.; Kenn Ross, Springfield Newspapers; Gerry Smith, Sr., Agawam Driving School; Eric Roberts, Pioneer NetworKing; Pamela Bryant; 
and Lou Davis, Tortus Technologies, Inc. 

E-Marketing workshop held at Small Business Assistance Ctr. 

The Agawam Small Business Assistance Center Tortus Technologies, an E-Business sales and mar- The Agawam Small Business Assistance Center, 
held its latest in a series of workshops on February keting consulting firm, has helped over 300 growing which opened its doors in January of 2002, provides 

13th at the its office at 1325 Springfield Street, companies develop and implement customized busi- counseling and workshops to businesses on a num- 
PooHinn Miiic . . . , ber of business-related topics, free of charge, 

reeamg runs. ness solutions to achieve their goals. | A/n , nnp ^„ 

Entrepreneurs and business representatives heard • , ,, The Center IS °P en Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

from Tortus Technologies of West Springfield on the The interacts workshop was designed to address Thursday , 9;00 a .m. to 12:00 noon, and can be 
benefits of integrating the Internet into marketing and ‘he individual questions and needs of those in atten- reached for appointment by calling (413) 786-0172 or 
sales efforts. dance. (413)786-0173. 

, „ , /m.,. n ,• a , ,, Want to keep up on 

Apply now for next “Citizens Police Academy latest news 

Town residents or business owners interested in enforcement issues in a 10 -week session. in Agawam and 

attending the spring session of the Agawam Police | n addition to participating-in classroom discus- c 1 r]- H'll ? 77 

Department’s Citizens Police Academy can pick up an sions acac jemy members will tour the Police Station reeamg Hills. I nen 

appWcahon at the Agawam PoWce Station at 681 and me Western Mass. Criminal Justice Training ^ be sure to subscribe to The 

5 -» m -10«r w.* Asm ° m Adv ‘ ri,ser News! , 

/ ” “ " m, di,p»ch d..k 10 1»0 ovesri,alive prat... A one-year subscript,on costs only 

«*>«——— m *> «•**»• ch f k uda ?j he 

cation deadline is March 19th. to P |CS - Advertiser News, P. O. Box 263, 

The Citizens Police Academy allows town residents Any questions may be directed to Sgt. Gallerani at Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 

and business owners a behind-the-scenes look at law 786-4767, ext. 108. 


If you wish 
to put a 
“Letter To The 
Editor” in The 
Agawam 
Advertiser 
News, the 
letter must 
have your 
signature, 
street 
address, 
and phone 
number. 

However, we 

will not publish 

your street 

address or 

phone 

number. 

■ ***** 


gf Free Debit Card 
[*f Free ATM Transactions* 
[*f Free 1 st Order of Checks 
[*f Free Telephone Banking 


[*f Free Checking 
(g' Free Savings 

Free Online Banking 
g' Free Web Bill Pay 


At Westbank, we believe banking should be simple, convenient and most of all, free. After all, it's your money, 
more information, stop by any of our offices today, call 1 - 800 - 493-7822 or visit our Web site. _ 


ATMe that VA/octhanl^ rir~iOC n«-\t rvu/r* 


,.nll Kn/-har^oH fr\r AT KA f rancartl/\ne at 


illahlo not*/ rtirtrxrrxarr r%n It/ 


I TKlr rxffai 


nfrTTinr-T^-" - 
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- Obituaries - 


FREDERICK H. D’AMATO 

Frederick Holland D’Amato, 78, a long-time resi¬ 
dent of Springfield, died recently, at a local nursing 
home. Born on October 7, 1924 to the late Raffaele & 
Eleanor (Holland) D’Amato in Springfield, he was a 
graduate of Agawam High School. He lived for many 
years in Agawam before retiring to Springfield. 

He attended the Federal Aviation Administration 
(F.A.A.) School in Oklahoma City, OK. He had worked 
in Holton, ME for the F.A.A., maintaining the radar and 
flight navigation equipment. He more recently worked 
for Hamilton Standard in Connecticut as an electrical 
engineer. 

He is survived by his sister, Carolyn Capitanio of 
Agawam. He was predeceased by two brothers, Paul 
and Ralph D’Amato. The Liturgy of Christian Burial 
was held at All Saints Parish (St. Theresa’s Church in 
Agawam), with burial in St. Michael’s Cemetery in 
Springfield. The Toomey-O’Brien Funeral Home of 
West Springfield was in charge of the arrangements. 
Donations may be made to the All Saints Parish 
Memorial Fund, 74 Bridge St., Agawam, MA 01001. 

ELEANOR M. BALBONI 

Eleanor M. (D’Amato) Balboni, 64, of Agawam, 
died recently at her residence. Born in Springfield on 
October 18, 1938, she was the daughter of the late 
Ralph J. & Mary C. (Lyons) D’Amato. A lifelong resi¬ 
dent of Agawam, she graduated from Agawam High 
School in 1956. 

She was a communicant of Sacred Heart Church in 
Feeding Hills and a member of the Catholic Women’s 
Club of Agawam, the Over Sixty Club at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, the Tuesday Morning Bible Club, 
the "Sesame Seeds" Friendship Club, the Agawam 
PTA, and the National Alliance for the Mentally III of 
Western Massachusetts. She also volunteered at the 
Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen in Springfield. She 
was employed at Balboni Bakery of Agawam for 18 
years. 

She is survived by her husband of 38 years, Ronald 
C. Balboni; a son, Jeffrey A. Balboni of Watertown, 
CT; three daughters, Valerie A. Franz and her hus¬ 
band, Jeffrey S. Franz, of South Hadley, Christine M. 
Rittenhouse and her husband, Scott Rittenhouse, of 
Richmond, VA, and Cara Balboni and her partner, 
Jackie Gaw, of Holyoke; four brothers, Ralph J. 
D’Amato, Jr. and his wife, Joan D’Amato, of Rockville, 
MD, William D’Amato and his wife, Theresa D’Amato, 
of Franklin, MA, Frederick D’Amato of Long Beach, 
CA, and Robert D’Amato of Jupiter, FL; a sister, 
Carole D’Amato of Agawam; and three grandchildren, 
Heather. Moore, Camron Rittenhouse, and Robbie 
Rittenhouse. 

The funeral was held at Sacred Heart Church and 
the Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home of Agawam, 
with a private burial at the convenience of the family in 
Springfield Street Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Visiting Nurse and Hospice of 
Western MA, 50 Maple St., P.O. Box 9058, 
Springfield, MA 01102-9058. 

COLLETTE M. CAMPBELL 

Collette M. Campbell, 83, of 64 Adams St., 
Agawam, died recently at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield. Born in West Springfield, she was a life¬ 
long resident of Agawam, a 1938 graduate of Agawam 
High School, and a communicant of St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Agawam Center. 

She was employed by the old Riverside Park for 
many years. She also worked for 32 years for the for¬ 
mer Cheney Bigelow Wireworks in Springfield, until 
she retired in 1974. An avid card player, her life 
revolved around her family, most of whom lived close 
by. 

She leaves a sister, Lucille G. Harpin of Agawam; a 
brother, Donald J. Campbell, also of Agawam; four 
nieces, Suzanne Campbell Rua and her husband, 
Gilbert, Linda D. Campbell Boissonneault and her 
husband, Alan, Donna M. Campbell, and Sandra A. 
Campbell and her husband, Hasan Bozeslan; a 
nephew, Agawam Police Chief Robert D. Campbell 
and his wife, Marianne; and seven grandnieces and 
grandnephews, David Campbell, Connecticut State 
Trooper Jeffrey Campbell, Christine Campbell, 
Melissa Boissonneault Nooney and her husband, 
Doug, Debra Boissonneault, Daniel Boissonneault, 
and John Campbell Stone. 


The funeral was held at St. John’s Church and the 
Agawam Funeral Home, with burial in Agawam Center 
Cemetery. Donations may be made to the charity of 
one’s choice. 

DOUGLAS C. GAY 

Douglas C. Gay, 67, of Westfield, died recently at 
Noble Hospital. He was born in Springfield, raised in 
Agawam, and had lived in Westfield for the past 46 
years. He worked at New England Door Closer for 43 
years, and retired as shop foreman in 2001. He was a 
member of the Hampshire County Radio Controllers’ 
Association. 

He leaves his wife of 46 years, Nancy A. (Joslin) 
Gay; three daughters, Kathryn Smith, Deborah S. 
Villareal, and Jodi K. Gay; three siblings, Jerrold Gay, 
Cynthia Granfield, and Pamela Gay; and four grand¬ 
children. A memorial service was held at the Toomey- 
O’Brien Funeral Home in West Springfield, with burial 
at Pine Grove Cemetery in Templeton, MA. Memorial 
donations may be made to the Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute, 44 Binney St., Boston, MA 02115. 

LENA V. LOPARDO 

Lena “Lee" V. Lopardo, 84, of Springfield, died 
recently at the Riverdale Gardens Nursing Home. 
Born in Springfield on December 1, 1918, she was the 
daughter of the late Andrew & Pasqualina (DeCerbo) 
Lopardo. She was a 30-year executive secretary for 
the Joseph Giase Construction Company in Chicago, 
IL before retiring and returning to Springfield in 1988. 
She was a communicant'of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Chuch, a member of Le Stelle d’ltalia, and the South 
End Golden Agers (all in Springfield). 

She is survived by her friends, Charles & Patricia 
Buoniconti of Feeding Hills. Her best friend, Anna M. 
Frisino, predeceased her. The funeral was held at the 
church and the Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home, 
with burial to follow in St. Michael’s Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Shriners 
Hospital, 516 Carew St., Springfield, MA 01104. 

HAZEL E. SOJA 

Hazel Elizabeth (Mason) Soja, 85, of 184 Main St., 
Agawam, died recently at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield. Born in Ware, she grew up in Warren and 
was a 1935 graduate of Warren High School. In her 
early years, Hazel worked for her parents, Lewis & 
Blanche (Hamel) Mason, at the Warren Spa. She mar¬ 
ried her beloved husband, Walter J. Soja, in 1940. In 
1955, she moved to Agawam with her family. 

She and her husband founded the Agawam 
Funeral Home - the first funeral home in Agawam - 
during the 100th anniversary of the town. She worked 
by her husband’s side until he passed away in 1973. 
She continued working at the funeral Home until 
1983, when she retired. Her biggest joy in life was her 
family. She lived with her daughter, Teri, and her hus¬ 
band, Don, for many years, where she enjoyed watch¬ 
ing her granddaughters, Kimberly and Ashley, grow. 
She also enjoyed needlepoint and many cups of tea 
with her friends. 

In her later years, she resided with her son, Mason 
J. Soja, the home where she raised and loved her 
family. She became an avid bird watcher and enjoyed 


feeding them with her caregiver and friend, Dee 
Proulx. She affectionately referred to most of them as 
“Petey." 

She was predeceased by her loving daughter, Lois 
Jorczak, in 1997, and her beloved son, Walter “Butch” 
Soja, and loving daughter, Ann Moriarty (who she 
called her Angel), both in December of 2000. She 
leaves her son, Mason J. Soja of Agawam; her daugh¬ 
ter, Teresa Smith and her husband, Donald, of 
Agawam; her sons-in-law, Daniel P. Moriarty and Paul 
A. Jorczak, both of Springfield; her beloved daughter- 
in-law, Katherine “Kay” Soja of Belchertown; her 
granddaughters, Kimberly and Ashley Smith, both of 
Agawam, Jennifer Jayma and Teri Moriarty, both of 
Springfield, and Lois Ann Warren of Vermont; her 
grandsons, Paul Jorczak of West Springfield, Jospeh 
Jorczak of Springfield, and Steven Soja of 
Belchertown; and seven great-grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at the Agawam Funeral 
Home. 184 Main St., with burial in Springfield Street 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Agawam Ambulance Fund, 800 Main St., Agawam, 
MA 01001. 

CHARLOTTE M. TRILLO 

Charlote M. (Powers) Trillo, 50, of 712 South West 
St., Feeding Hills, died recently at home. Born in 
Waterville, Maine, she was the daughter of Leland & 
Wilma (Holt) Powers, and had lived in the Springfield 
area all of her life. She was employed at Freihofer’s 
for nine years, and at Standard Uniform for eight 
years. 

She leaves her husband, John F. Trillo; a son, John 
F. Trillo II of the U.S. Navy (stationed on the U.S.S. 
George Washington); two daughters, Michele Roy of 
Springfield and Pamela Ewing of Chicopee; three 
brothers, Daniel Powers of Troy, NY, Donald Powers 
of Westfield, and Paul Schebel of Suffield, CT; five sis¬ 
ters, Christine Whalen of Buffalo, Cherlyn Powers, 
Doreen Gauthier, and Jodi Table, all of Springfield, 
and Phyllis LaValley of Agawam; and five grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Th*e funeral was held af Faith Bible Church and 
Agawam Curran-Jones Funeral Home, with burial in 
Springfield St. Cemetery. Donations may be made to 
the Faith Bible Church Building Fund, Shoemaker 
Lane, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 

ALICE WHITMAN 

Alice Whitman, 81, of Agawam, died recently in 
Shelton, CT. Born in Holyoke on December 9, 1921, 
she was the daughter of the late Frank & Mary 
McIntyre. She attended Cathedral High School (class 
of 1939). 

She is survived by her husband, William W. 
Whitman, now of Brattleboro, VT; three sons, Stephen 
of Putney, VT, Kenneth of Shelton, and Richard of Port 
Orange, FL; a sister, Jane Sears of Fort Meyers, FL. 
She was predeceased by four sisters, Claire Kane of 
Springfield, MA, Helen Larro of Wilbraham, Kathleen 
Miller of Hamden, CT, and Frances McIntyre of 
Springfield. Family and friends are invited to a memo¬ 
rial service at St. John’s Church, 823 Main St., 
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Agawam, on Monday, March 17th, at 2:00 p.m. At the 
request of the family, memorial contributions can be 
made to Catholic Charities USA, Development 
Department, 1731 King Street, #200, Alexandria, VA 
22314. Correspondence can be sent to P.O. Box 853, 
Putney, VT 05346. 

JOHN E. WYLIE, JR. 

John E. Wylie, Jr., 53, of Brooksville, FL, died 
recently after a long illness. He passed away at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital in Kendall, FL, surrounded 
by his loving family. Born in Springfield on February 
18, 1950, he grew up in Agawam and was a 1968 
graduate of Agawam High School. He served in the 
United States Air Force as a weapons mechanic from 
1968 to 1972 (stationed in England and Africa), and 
attained the rank of staff sergeant. 

He moved to Florida in 1976, where he worked as 
a roofing contractor and later worked as a Broward 
County Sheriffs Correctional Officer until his retire¬ 
ment in 1998. Upon his retirement, he relocated to 
Brooksville, FL, where he became a local proprietor. 
He was an avid stock car racing fan who enjoyed 
boating, golfing, and being with his family and friends. 

He was predeceased a brother, Daniel Breton. He 
is survived by his parents, John & Marion Wylie of 
Agawam; his wife of 29 years, Darlene (Barile) Wylie 
of Brooksville; his son, John Michael Wylie of Dania, 
FL; his daughter, Desirie Wylie-Sitnek and her hus¬ 
band, Andrew, of Brooksville; his granddaughter, 
Bricyn Rose Sitnek; a brother, Norman Breton and his 
wife, Judy, of East Longmeadow; his sisters, Aura 
Richardson and her husband, Alan, of Feeding Hills, 
and Leah Rushby and her husband, Rene, of 
Springfield; and many nieces and nephews. 

The funeral was held at the Colonial Forastiere 
Funeral Home, with burial in the Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery (both in Agawam). 


The Agawam Advertiser News 
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* Payne Stewart autographed 1999 Ryder Cup 
Program Cover mounted with photo in custom frame 

* Mickey Mantle autographed 8x10 b/w photo “The 
Greeting at home Plate" in custom frame 

* Ted Williams autographed official MLB baseball in 
acrylic display case 

* Mia Hamm autographed authentic US Soccer jer¬ 
sey 

* Sandy Koufax autographed 8x10 color photo in 
custom frame 

* Roger Clemens and Nomar Garciaparra double 
autographed official MLB baseball in acrylic display 
case 

* Phil Mickelson autographed 8x10 color photo in 
custom frame 

* Tom Brady autographed 8x10 color superbowl 
celebration photo in custom frame 

* Steve Grogan autographed 8x10 color photo in 
custom frame 

* Greg Norman autographed 8x10 color photo in 
custom frame 

* Carl Yastrzemski autographed MLB baseball in 
acrylic display case 

* Bobby Orr autographed authentic Boston Bruins 
puck 

* Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig 8x10 vintage b/w 
photo with replica signatures in custom frame 

* Wade Boggs autographed official MLB baseball in 
acrylic display case 

* STAR WARS 8x10 color photo autographed by 
the six original cast members - Harrison Ford, Carrie 
Fisher, Mark Hamill, Peter Mayhew, Ken Baker, and 
Anthony Daniels - in custom frame 

* Carlos Santana autographed tambourine 

* Bruce Springsteen autographed backstage pass 
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mounted with concert photo in custom frame 

* Charles Schultz limited edition color comic strip 
lithograph 12 x 16 “Charlie Brown and Snoopy 
Golfing” in custom frame 

* Disney limited edition 12 x 14 animation art cell 
“Donald Duck and his nephews Playing Hockey" in 
custom frame 

* "What Women Want” 8x10 mini movie poster 
autographed by Mel Gibson and Helen Hunt in cus¬ 
tom frame 

* One-year membership to AAA 

* Columbia mountain bike 

* Chair and couch donated by Raymour & 
Flanagan 

* Celtics Team autographed official Celtics NBA 
basketball 

* Globetrotters team autographed basketball and 
jersey 

* A wine tasting for 4 at Chester Hill Winery 

* Bobby Doerr autographed sepiatone 8x10 photo 
in custom frame 

* Oversized Limited Edition stuffed Gund stuffed 
animals 

* Multiple greens fees to area golf courses 

* Theatre passes 

* Symphony tickets 

* Tanglewood tickets 

* Personal Training sessions 

* Norman Rockwell museum passes 

* Clark Art Institute passes 

* Pampering Gift Basket 

* Six Flags passes 

* Electronics 

For further information, call Fitness First at (413) 
786-1460. 


“Open Burning Guidelines” 
for the Town of Agawam 


The Department of Environmental Protection has 
designated January 15, 2003 through May 1, 2003 for 
open burning. Certain guidelines have been estab¬ 
lished and must be adhered to. 

The Agawam Fire Department will issue and moni¬ 
tor each permit on a daily basis. Permits will only be 
issued weather permitting and only to those locations 
meeting guidelines. 

1. Burning of brush, cane driftwood, and forestry 
debris will be allowed. 

2. No grass, hay leaves, stumps, paper products, 
trash of any kind will be allowed. CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS ARE STRICTLY PROHIBITED AT ANY 
TIME. 



4. NO COMMERCIAL OR INSTITUTIONAL BURN¬ 


ING PERMITS WILL BE ISSUED. 

5. Burning shall be at a location greater than 75 


feet from any dwelling or structure. 

6 . Outside burning for cooking purposes is allowed. 

7. NEVER USE GASOLINE TO START THE FIRE. 

8 . Someone must attend the fire until completely 
extinguished. Have water supply handy at all times. 

ANY FIRE WHICH IS DETERMINED TO BE A 
HEALTH HAZARD OR NUISANCE, WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO BE EXTINGUISHED IMMEDIATELY. 

All permits will be issued from Fire Headquarters, 
800 Main Street, Agawam. The phone number is 786- 
2662. 

PLEASE DO NOT USE THE "911” NUMBER TO 
CALL FOR PERMITS. 


DUE TO THE RAPIDLY CHANGING WEATHER 
CONDITIONS EACH DAY. NO PERMIT WILL BE 
ISSUED OVER THE PHONE BEFORE 9:30 A.M. 
PLEASE WAIT UNTIL THEN TO CALL FOR A PER- 
MIT. 


***** 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-y ear subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


^ Mayor Cohen 
announces house 
numbering program 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen has announced that the 
Town of Agawam, in conjunction with the Agawam 
Office of Emergency Management and the Agawam 
Call Firefighters, has instituted a house numbering 
program for senior citizens whose homes do not have 
exterior numbers in place. 

An ordinance adopted by the Town provides that 
numerical identification must be placed on each 
dwelling, business or industry, in a clearly visible loca¬ 
tion on the nearest exposure to the street. Mayor 
Cohen said, “Given the severe winter season that has 
left high snow banks and snow around homes, clear¬ 
ly visible house numbers during an emergency can 
save valuable time and assist emergency personnel 
in locating a home. I am establishing this program to 
assist those elderly residents who do not have house 
numbers on their homes.” 

For those elderly residents who would like to have 
house numbers installed, written requests including 
their name, address,and telephone number are to be 
sent to the Agawam Office of Emergency 
Management at the Town Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA 01001. 

The Agawam Call Firefighters Association will 
accept a donation to help offset the cost of the num¬ 
bers. 




Think about this... 

45% of Americans do not set aside money for emergencies. 

Having 3-6 months worth of living expenses can make hard times a lot easier. Try putting a portion of your 
pay directly into savings every month. Discover other ways to save effectively at your local Fleet branch. 


I'brward. Thinking: 


Q Fleet 
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The Agawam Advertiser News 

State of the City Address 


I have recently completed mythird year of service 
as your Mayor. When campaigning for the office of 
mayor, the residents of Agawam identified several 
important goals for our community. This evening I will 
outline our continued progress in achieving these 
goals. These goals were achieved with the assistance 
and support of both the City Council and School 
Committee. I would also like to thank our state elect¬ 
ed officials for their support and helpful assistance 
throughout the year. My office staff, department heads 
and all City employees must be thanked for helping to 
make my administrative team work so well for the cit¬ 
izens of Agawam. 

My top priority has been improving our public 
schools. One of the most important jobs I believe that 
we have in local government is educating our chil¬ 
dren. 

Schools continue to be a top priority. We must 
strive to be our best in education if we intend to meet 
the obligations of a changing world. However, educa¬ 
tion is not only a local responsibility. It is also a state 
and national obligation to help us meet our education¬ 
al standards. It is my goal to assure a decent educa¬ 
tion for every child in each school in Agawam. It is only 
through a strong and cooperative commitment at the 
Federal, State and local level that we can continue to 
adequately address these educational challenges. 
We have made progress. Student achievement is up. 
Schools are safer. 


contains the following goals: 

* Increase student achievement 

* Provide a positive and safe learning environment 
for all students 

* Promote parent and community involvement in 
our children’s education 

* Foster a climate of communication and collabora¬ 
tion throughout the district 

* Recognize and support varied learning styles and 
differences to maximize individual success 

* Provide quality professional development for all 
employees 

* Maintain favorable student staff ratios - and - 

* Provide a curriculum with high standards for all 
students 

Improving student MCAS scores has been an 
ongoing goal that has met with success. Three hun¬ 
dred and seventeen students passed the third grade 
Reading test out of 322. These figures equate to 99.5 
percent. Also, 246 members of the class of 2003 have 
passed the English Literature Arts and Mathematics 
portions of the MCAS out of 262 students. As the first 
class that must pass the test in order to graduate from 
high school, this figure equals 94 percent. In addition 
to a self-taught remediation software program (Test U) 
that is available to students as part of the mandatory 
ninth grade MCAS course, MCAS remediation class¬ 
es are also offered to students during school hours, 
after school, and on Saturdays. Small class size and 
parent involvement have also contributed to the rise in 
test scores. 

Another first this year has been a Joint School 
Council Training Session that was conducted by a 
consultant from UMASS Lowell. This session, which 
was open to students, parents, teachers, administra¬ 
tors, and community members, focused on the devel¬ 
opment of School Improvement Plans. 

Safety continues to be a primary focus in our 
schools. Working in close conjunction with the City’s 
Emergency Planning Team, the school department 
has revised its Code Orange Procedure and initiated 
practice drills at all of its schools. 

Dropout rates are down. More high school students 
are going to college. But we still have much more to 
do and we cannot afford to slow down on educating 
our children. We have an obligation to give our chil¬ 
dren, through education, a future of hopes and 
dreams. The School Committee and I have taken 
steps to improve the quality of the elementary and 
secondary education in Agawam. We continue to pro¬ 
mote higher academic standards. 


by Mayor Richard A. Cohen 

(Part 1 of 2) 



MAYOR RICHARD A. COHEN 


Ground was broken on the new Library Media 
Center in 2000 with a 2002 target date for completion. 
Due to a very dedicated and innovative building com¬ 
mittee, the Library Media Center, which has been 
named the Creighton Abrams Library Technology 
Center, was dedicated and opened on January 20, 
2002. This project came in on target and on budget. 


strong financial position to help buffer this economic 
hardship. We will have to evaluate all spending 
requests very carefully in view of decreasing state aid 
and the effects of the recession. We hope to “weather 
the storm” with reduced spending. Tax receipts 
account for nearly half of the Town’s revenues and 
collections are expecjed to remain solid, averaging 
approximately 100% of the last five years. We institut¬ 
ed quarterly tax collection in Fiscal Year 2002; adopt¬ 
ed section 57 of Chapter 40 in Fiscal Year 2003; and 
collections have continued to remain strong. We con¬ 
tinue working to make sure that everyone pays their 
fair share, by pursuing delinquent accounts. The 
Town’s economy benefits from the stability provided 
by both its Industrial Growth and residential develop¬ 
ment which we expect will continue. 

Our Bond rating is A-1 as upgraded by Moody’s 
Investors Service last year. This is substantial espe¬ 
cially with today’s Economic conditions. Our good 
bond rating allows us to borrow at a lower interest cost 
to the Town. We will continue to maintain a conserva¬ 
tive approach to managing our financial house. 

Our tax rate remains the lowest of 18 surrounding 
communities: $14.71 for residential and $23.39 per 
thousand for commercial and industrial property. With 
the many services the Town of Agawam provides its 
residents, the tax rate of $14.71 is one to be proud of. 

During 2002 over 6.2 miles of streets in Agawam 
were resurfaced. This work included the resurfacing of 
Bowles Road and Abrams Drive in the Industrial Park 
with a stress absorbing membrane to prevent reflec¬ 
tive cracking. Again, we were able to place an empha¬ 
sis on neighborhood streets with 29 such streets 
resurfaced. Pavement cracks were sealed on South 
Westfield Street, Barry Street, North Street Extension 
and South West Street to prevent water entering the 
road base and lengthen pavement life. 

Sidewalks were repaired or replaced on portions of 
Parkview Drive, Thalia Drive, River Road, Memorial 
Drive, DePalma Street, Royal and Randall Streets, 
Overlook Drive, Hamilton Circle, North Westfield 
Street, Suffield Street and Raymond Circle. 

At the Agawam Municipal Golf Course the DPW 
force began the second phase of cart path construc¬ 
tion. Some 1,200 feet of the new paths were paved 
before the early onset of winter. Again, work will con¬ 
tinue this spring. 

New water mains were installed by the DPW from 
Bessbrook to Hastings Street, Carr Avenue to Parker 
Street and Lealand Avenue to South Park Terrace. 


This work eliminated dead end mains improving both 
system reliability and water quality. In addition City 
employees installed some 4,600 feet of 8” main on 
North West from North Street Extension northerly to 
improve fire flows and meet the demands of the grow¬ 
ing number of residents on this street. This project will 
also continue in the spring. 

Work neared completion on the facilities plan 
update for the extension of sewer service imo 
southerly and western portions of Feeding Hills. Many 
alternatives have been examined and costs devel¬ 
oped. Public meetings with the residents of the area 
will be held in the very near future to discuss alterna¬ 
tives. 

I am very pleased to announce the acquisition of 
1000 Suffield Street for our new DPW facility. This 
facility will serve the DPW and the community well into 
the future. We anticipate a smooth transition and will 
keep the public informed. 

The programs offered by the Parks & Recreation 
Department saw tremendous growth in 2002. Perry 
Lane Summer Camp, February and April vacation 
weeks, Instructional and Youth In-Town Basketball, 
youth lacrosse, tennis lessons, open swims, “Family 
Nights,” free ice skating at Amelia Park in Westfield, 
and our adult drop-in programs all showed record 
numbers in attendance and participation. 

Parks & Recreation continued to collaborate with 
other organizations to offer new programs and to 
improve existing programs. The Council on Aging and 
the Parks & Recreation Department offered new trips 
to Fenway and to Yankee Stadium to see the Red 
Sox. Both the Maple Soccer League and the Agawam 
Soccer Association worked with Parks & Recreation to 
find new permanent fields for their organizations and 
will be playing on these fields in 2003. The Parks & 
Recreation Department, DPW, St. John’s Church , 
and the Agawam Little League worked together to 
improve the baseball diamond on Leonard Street so 
the Agawam Little League could expand their program 
to include a Junior Program for 12 and 13 year olds. 
Agawam also collaborated with East Longmeadow 
and the Mickey Mantle Baseball League to co-host 
the Mickey Mantle State Tournament, which the 
Agawam team won on our own Shea Field. The Parks 
& Recreation Department also worked with school 
PTOs to improve and increase the playground equip¬ 
ment at the Agawam Middle School and at Clark’s 
Elementary School (to be installed in Spring 2003). 

The Shea Field Skatepark saw its second year of 
operation in 2002 and received a $25,000 facelift 
adding three new elements that were privately funded 
from Berkshire Power. 

Despite doom and gloom on the state and national 
fronts, Agawam fared better this year in terms of new 
commercial and industrial development than during 
calendar year 2001. The number of 
commercial/industrial site plans increased to 29 from 
2001’s 19. These included a number of gas station 
related renovations, one new industrial building con¬ 
structed for Litron, Inc. and a significant addition of 
12,500 sq. ft. for H.P. Hood. Unlike last year’s vacan¬ 
cies in some of the City’s larger industrial buildings, 
most of these buildings have been occupied. New 
companies coming to Agawam have included Bolduc 
of West Springfield now located in the old Standard 
Uniform Building, and Our America located in the 
Metalized Engineering building, both located in the 
Agawam Regional Industrial Park, and more recently, 
Sunshine Art Studios, Inc. of East Longmeadow who 
is in the process of moving into the Kidder Inc. build¬ 
ing on Main Street. 

Agawam’s most significant economic development 
initiative has been the Agawam Small Business 
Assistance Center (ASBAC) which opened its doors 
on January 7, 2002. The ASBAC was the joint venture 
of the Springfield Enterprise Center, the Agawam 
Chamber of Commerce and the City of Agawam. It 
has been funded by donations from the Agawam 
Chamber of Commerce, Woronoco Savings Bank, 
Western Massachusetts Electric Company, and 
United Cooperative Bank. 

Continued next week... 


Under the direction of our new Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Mary A. Czajkowski, “A strategic plan for 
success" has been implemented. This district plan 


We have been able to achieve these improvements 
through the continued fiscal stability of the city. 

While we are now facing the most difficult econom¬ 
ic timPQ in manv vftars. the Town has maintained a 
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Families 


Local Scouts know how to keep busy during the winter... 



LAST MONTH, “Scout Sunday” was celebrated at the First Baptist Church in Agawam. In left photo: Front row - Tiger Cubs Daniel Jensen, 
Blake LeClair, and Scott Barber from Den 1, and Webelo William Howe (Den 6). Back row - Ashton LeClair (Webelo, Den 12), Casey Geiger 
(Tiger Cub, Den 1), and William Fairlie (Tiger Cub, Den 3, Pack 77). In right photo: At a recent den meeting, Tiger Cubs from Den 3 made 
frames for holiday photos. From left: Garrett Southworth and his mother, Carla Rigali; Edward Hodges and his son, Joshua Hodges; and 
Michelle Afflitto, mother of Tiger Cub Bryce Afflitto (not in photo). 


“Cash for the Cupboard” campaign 
to be conducted in March & April 

"Cash for the Cupboardthe annual fundraising our goal twice.” 


campaign for the Parish Cupboard, began March 1st. 

Oudng the months of March and April, funds raised 
by the Parish Cupboard are eligible for free money, 
thanks to the fifth annual pledge of $1 million by 
Providence. Rhode Island philanthropist Alan Shawn 
Feinstein. 

In his challenge to agencies who feed people 
across the country, Mr. Feinstein writes, ‘‘Whatever 
you donate to this agency, I will add some of my 
money right on yours. The more of a donation you 
make, the more of my $1 million they’ll get - thanks to 
YOU!” 

Parish Cupboard Executive Director Candy A. 
Boucher calls Mrs. Feinstein a motivator. “For the past 
five years, Mrs. Feinstein has given away a million 
dollars, in increments, to food pantries and soup 
kitchens all over the country. Our Parish Cupboard 
has been the recipient of Feinstein funds each year, 
because he has challenged, I have passed the chal¬ 
lenge on in our community, and YOU have respond¬ 
ed. Let’s say he’s made us work for our free money.” 

This year, Mr. Feinstein has added a new chal¬ 
lenge. He is offering 50 $1,000 awards to schools 
doing the best food drives to help the hungry! The 
Parish Cupboard will be able to assign a 50-cent 
value PER FOOD ITEM to any food collected. Mrs. 
Boucher has devised an easy way for area schools to 
participate in this challenge. Anyone interested in col¬ 
lecting food during March and April will be asked to 
collect ONE ITEM for TWO MONTHS. 

To choose your item, you will need to call Boucher 
and enroll in the challenge. For example, an elemen¬ 
tary school might ask students and supporters to bring 
macaroni and cheese, for two months. 

Every item will be counted and when Boucher 
sends in the amount raised at the end of April, she will 
add the value of the food collected to that goal. 
Students will help feed the hungry and qualify to win 
$1,000 for their school. Totals will be kept in the Parish 
Cupboard Food Room during the challenge. 

Boucher outlined the plan for the 2003 campaign in 
a recent newsletters to supporters: 

“The goal is $38,000, one-third of our annual budg¬ 
et. The process is simple. If each person who receives 
the newsletter sends $38, the goal would be met. If 
everyone who is able contributes from Agawam, 
Feeding Hills, and West Springfield, we could meet 


In a sagging economy, with the worries of our 
nation, Boucher asserts, “Our goal of $38,000 is nec¬ 
essary. Our services to feed and clothe the poor in our 
community are critical.” 

In 2002, the Parish Cupboard served 16,214 meals 
from a dining room that seats 10 people at a time. 

They gave emergency food and supplies like tooth¬ 
paste, toilet paper, soap, and shampoo 2,646 times, 
serving 7,963 individuals. In the number of requests 
for food each month, an average of 35 come from 
Agawam/Feeding Hills residents and 195 each month 
come from West Springfield residents. 

People receiving emergency food must provide 
proof that they reside in Agawam, Feeding Hills, or 
West Springfield. On occasion, food is given to people 
who don’t have any residence at all, or to people who 
live outside the service area. 

An average of 87 food pantry recipients each 
month receive government assistance. Half that 
many, or 44, are working. In 2002, an average of 10 
people per month had no means of assistance at all. 

“Statistics have names here,” stated Boucher. 
“People who eat in our dining room are facing the 
reality of working a minimum wage job, without bene¬ 
fits, and trying to feed a family.” 

She continued, “People who receive emergency 
food use it for home-cooked meals with a family at 
table each evening. They are very thankful for the 
help we give them. We appreciate the ways our com¬ 
munity provides for us. The Parish Cupboard is a 
wonderful model of community.” 

Donations to “Cash for the Cupboard” may be sent 
to the Parish Cupboard, 1023 Main Street, West 
Springfield, MA 01089. 

If you have any questions or would like to receive a 
copy of the newsletter or other information, feel free to 
call Candy Boucher at (413) 734-7969. 

The Parish Cupboard needs the following 
items, which are in scarce supply this winter: 
macaroni and cheese; canned meats, boxed 
meals, canned fruit, beans, flour, sugar. 

Please visit us any day from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
or Wednesday evenings between 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
To schedule a more convenient delivery time, 
please call 734-7969. 



RAYMOND WILLIAMS, JR. (center), Knox 
Trail Program Advisor/Assistant Scoutmaster 
for Troop 82, greets Gwendolyn and John 
Magovern during the recent “Scout Sunday” 
celebration at the First Baptist Church in 
Agawam. 

AHS Band, Guard, 

& Jazz Choir have 
Entertainment 
Books for just $10 

Imagine Western Mass. Entertainment Books at 
half the regular price ... what a great deal! 

The Agawam High School Band, Guard, and Jazz 
Choir are still selling 2003 Entertainment Books. 
Because they still have some left, the price has been 
reduced to just $10. 

These books are filled with coupons for “buy 
one/get one,” free offers, and discounts for restau¬ 
rants, movie passes, hotels, and various activities. 

A limited number stfll remain, so please contact any 
band or chorus member, the AHS Music Department, 
or Marlene at 789-3808. Thank you for your support! 

For all the hometown news, you turn 

our pages each and every week... 
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Girl Scouts enjoy artistic expression... 



MEMBERS OF Girl Scout Troop #568 recently explored their creative side at Potterville 
Pottery. Back row: Assistant Troop Leader Tami Fila and Troop Leader Lita Adams. Front row: 
Girl Scouts Abby Adams, Chiara Demars, Hannah Goldrup, Kaley Govoni, Caitlin Heer, 
Katrina Savage, Cassidy Cunningham, Casey Knowlton, and Heather Gonyeau. 


Military Families’ 
Support Group 
being formed 

For those who have husbands, family members, or 
loved ones in the service, the current state of the 
world can be a nerve-wracking place. That’s why sev¬ 
eral folks have banded together to create a Military 
Families’ Support Group. 

Through fellowship, we hope to create lasting 
friendships and help one another with the struggles 
experienced by families while spouses or family 
members are deployed. 

We will be hosting potluck dinners, various activity 
nights, informal open houses, and prayer times 
throughout the coming year. 

If you or someone you know is interested in partic¬ 
ipating, our next meeting will be held on Saturday, 
March 15th at 10:00 a.m. 

Please call MaryBeth Reed at 789-4216 or Karen 
Cree at 786-7312 for more information. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


American Legion 
Post 185 to host 
Sunday breakfast 

The Wilson Thompson Post 185 American Legion 
family will host its Second Sunday of the Month 
Breakfast on Sunday, March 9th from 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
at the Post Home at 478 Springfield Street, Agawam. 

The menu will consist of french toast, eggs (any 
style), homefries, hanvbacon, sausage, toast, ham & 
cheese omelet, orange juice, milk, and new on the 
menu is blueberry pancakes. 

Coffee is included free with each meal. 

Breakfast is prepared by Chef Guy Remington and 
reasonably priced at $3.50 and under. 

For further information, please call Tina at Post 
185, 786-4806. 


March 6, 2003 

The One Man 
Comedy Tornado 
coming to Agawam 

Comedian Paul Venier is coming Friday, March 7th 
to the Springfield Turnverein on Garden Street. This 
will be his only local appearance and is sure to sell 
out. 

Venier has credits that include “The Tonight Show," 
“Jay Leno,” and “Comedy Central.” His musical tal¬ 
ents add to his show, with many Billy Joel tunes, and 
non-stop energy from start to finish. You can check 
him out on his website: www.comedvtornado.com . 

This will be a benefit show for the Agawam Field 
Hockey Euro-Tour team, a wonderful group of 12 stu¬ 
dents traveling to Europe for two weeks of intensive 
training and instruction. They will compete and train 
with local teams while traveling to Belgium, Holland, 
London, and Germany. Personal growth and 
improved skills are sure to result as these students 
travel and represent Agawam. 

The comedy show starts at 8:30 p.m., with door 
prizes given away, as well as a 50/50 raffle. Please 
come ... laugh until it hurts ... and support Agawam 
field hockey. 

For further information, call Beth Chambers at 786- 
8764. Cost is $18 at the door. 

Jimmy Balboni 
scholarship dinner 
set for Mar. 9th 

The Wilson Thompson Post 185 American Legion 
family will host their Annual Jimmy Balboni Memorial 
Scholarship. 

This dinner is held annually in memory of Jimmy 
Balboni, who was the American Legion Post 185 
baseball coach for many years. Dinner will be corned 
beef and ham with all the fixings on Sunday, March 
9th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Post home at 478 
Springfield Street, Agawam. 

Tickets are available in advance at the Post home 
or at the door for $10. 

If you would like further information, please contact 
William Quesnel at 532-9527 or williamauesnel@the- 
spa.com or call 786-4806. 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! A one-year subscription 
costs only $26, so mail your check today to “The Advertiser News, ” 

P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


Let Us 

Compare Your 
Homeowners K&s®? 
Policy 

Stacy 

Insurance Agency 

* Back-up sewer protection 
* Quick pay 
* Competitive rates 

31 Soutliwick Street, Feeding Hills Center 

789-2737/ FAX- 789-0406 


66 The Place to be ” 



School 


Bistro 


The Columbia Meeting House 

Come Celebrate Saint Patrick *s Day With Us! 

Creative Cosmopolitan Dining 

From Traditional Corned Beef Cabbage , 

To Our Own Distinctive Fare . With A Touch of Irish Music 
And Service With An Irish Flair! 

Join Us As We Videotape A New TV' Commercial! 
Simply Sign Up At The Bistro To Be Included! 
Taping: March 17th, 6PM TO 7PM 
WWW.SCHOOLSTREETBlSTRO.COM 
29 School Street, Westfield, MA 413- 562-8700 
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Agawam Garden 
Club announces 
meeting schedule 

The Agawam Garden Club meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month from March until November. 
This coming Tuesday, March 11th, will be their first 
meeting of the season and is open to the public. 

The meeting will take place at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House in Agawam, and will begin at 7:00 
p.m. Guests and members are invited to share 
descriptions of their hobbies and personal interests 
with the group, and these topics do not have to be 
garden-related. All are invited to share. 

Persons interested in attending or becoming mem¬ 
bers do not necessarily have to be gardeners, but 
they can attend to enjoy the camaraderie and educa¬ 
tion benfits. 

At the April 8th meeting (also at the Captain 
Leonard House), Professor Jean Morin from 
American International College’s Occupational 
Therapy Department will present information about 
healthy ways to garden, especially for those who are 
suffering from arthritis. She will discuss methods to 
garden that will help those with health issues similar 
to arthritis that could otherwise be limiting. 

The May 13th meeting will take place at Springfield 
Technical Community College’s Landscape Program 
greenhouse. The meeting, about techniques for gar¬ 
dening perennials, will be presented by the chairper¬ 
son of Landscape Design. 
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THE AGAWAM GARDEN CLUB meets on the second Tuesday of each month from March 


through November. The club’s first meeting of the 2003 season will be on March 11th at the 
Captain Leonard House, and it is free and open to the public. Pictured above are (from left) club 
co-chairpersons Denise Carmody and Pauline Mortenson, secretary Suzanne Renault-Morgan, 


vice-president Barbara Schaedler, and treasurer Rose Pepper. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Friends of Agawam Library to meet Mar. 13th 

The Friends of the Agawam Public Library will hold es, fundraising events, and educational activities, 
a meeting on Thursday, March 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in |f you are interested in becoming a part of this 
the Community Room of the library. group but are unable to attend this meeting, please 

All those who are interested in becoming members send a note to "Friends of the Agawam Public Library," 
or finding out more about the group are invited to P.O. Box 478, Feeding Hillsr MA 01030-0478, or e- 
attend. mail pameladi@attbi.com . 

The agenda for this meeting will include the elec- You name will be placed on the Friends’ mailing list, 

tion of the Board of Directors and the adoption of by- and you will be notified of the next meeting, 
laws. Please DO NOT CONTACT THE AGAWAM PUB- 

The Friends of the Agawam Public Library is a non- LIC LIBRARY. Friends groups are separate entities, 
profit organization whose function is to promote and and they are not connected to any town/city govern- 
assist the public library by providing volunteer servic- ment. 

“Casino Night” on March 22nd for parents 
at The Hippodrome in Springfield 

A “Casino Night" for parents will be held at The Agawam Little League. 

Hippodrome (1700 Main Street, Springfield) on March For further details, contact Scott Karam, 786-5684. 

22nd from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 


P - - —-—-— - 

] Agawam Senior 

j Center’s weekly 

j lunch menu 

j Mon., Mar. 10th: Meatballs & gravy on egg noo- 
I dies, green beans, pears. 

J Tues., Mar. 11th: Chicken cutlet supreme, pota- 
i to puffs, mixed veggies, chocolate pudding. 

Wed., Mar. 12th: Ziti & meatballs, tossed salad, 
j Italian bread, mixed fruit. 

D Thurs., Mar. 13th: Stuffed peppers, mashed 
i potatoes, corn, pears. 

j| Fri., Mar. 14th: “St. Patrick’s Day Celebration” - 
i corned beef dinner, Irish bread, shamrock cake. 

! (All meals served with whole grain breads; menu 
\ subject to change without notice.) 


- ADVERTISER NEWS - 



Tickets are $7, and the proceeds will benefit the 


Huge Liter Sale 


Paul 

^ Mitchell 
x Products 

Shampoos $10.00 p/tax 
Conditioners $12.00 p/tax 

Plus Other Selected Products 

ODYSSEY II 

347 N. Westfield St. 
Juniper Ridge Shops 
Feeding Hills 


' Alan L. Ferrigmo 

A ttorney at Law 

546 Springfield Street 
\~t~/\ Feeding Hills 

^ (413)786-9454 

* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid Planning/Wills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 25 vears professional experience 
















Always Free Estimates & Installations 
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Annual ’’House Party 


attracts 300 


LOUIS & DOMINICA MADDALONI 

Louis & Dominica 
Maddaloni celebrate 

70 th anniversary 

Louis and Dominica (Minnie) Maddaloni of West 
Springfield recently celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary with family at the Monte Carlo 
Restaurant. 

The couple were married February 27, 1933 at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Springfield. 

They are the parents of one daughter, Hope 
Poplawski of Feeding Hills. 

Mr. Maddaloni, a World War II veteran, is a retired 
barber. His wife, the former Dominica Cianchini, was 
employed as a machine operator at Asinof & Son 
Manufacturing before retirement. 


ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST, another sell-out crowd ot close to 3UU people anenueu 
Linda Comee’s sixth annual ’’Get The Hell Out Of The House Party.” The Springfield 
Turnverein on Garden Street was once again the place to be tor good company, taste-tempting 
food and beverages, and (of course) a night of lively dancing. Once again, many guests (as well 
as many local businesses) helped out the party with door prize donations. Linda offers her 
apologies to all those who were unable to get tickets, and hopes to see you next year. This year, 
Linda and her friends plan to donate to two local groups, bringing the six-year total to $6,000. 
"We hope everyone had a great time and can be there next February," she remarked. 

us guessing? Just when we get the right formula and When indoors, use the right tools. Hairbrushes with 
we are lookin’ good, our hair changes its mind and rubber tips at the end of the bristles will minimize dam- 
wants something different. age to the hair. A blow-dryer is kinder to the hair on a 

The smartest thing to remember when outdoors is cool setting. If styling with a round brush and hoi dryer 
to protect your hair from the sun. When our “mane” is or the use of a curling iron is needed, then use pro- 
exDOsed to the sun, the layers of cuticles on each tective products first (Paul Mitchell Heat Seal is my 


66 Beauty 
Corner” 

by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic 
339 Walnut Street Ext. 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


The elements and our hair! 

Ahaaaa ... outdoors, indoors, winter, summer .... 
my HAIR! 

What is it about our hair that always seems to keep 


These lenses con get as ciar 
Clearly, there's something s- 


You \e Got It Made In The Shade! 


i&IJMMQt® U M 77 U m 

v We Bring The Shades To You! 

Your complete custom window treatment specialist 
Residential & Commercial tsJWV, 
Specializing in: J Discount 

Draperies, Top Treatments * Insulated Window Treatments 2U Prices! 
Vertical Blinds * Pleated & Cellular Shades 

Custom Interior Shutters * Mini & Micro Blinds __ _ 

Silhouette * Luminette HIHWVIVilWBM! 

Window Shades * Skylight Treatments - ■' V.Tn 


See clearly and comfort ably in virtually any light. 
Transitions’ are as dear as regular lenses 
indoors. But slep outside, and they darken 
as much os necessary to protect your eyes 
tram the sun. Now that's smart. Very smart. 
Como talk with us to learn more. 


Transitions- 


Agawam Opticians 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - "Since 1972" 

50% 2nd Pair Discount, Over 800 Frames To Choose From, Eyeglasses, 
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses, Senior Discount, Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount, 
Health New England Discount. Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 

ttwMrtx) i-ooc-rvak on,: h on* Kjl'l' ■> a ''ocwmok or Optical, me 03002 tisto ol AmtUca, me. Al "O'm 
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ANDREA ELIAS & MICHAEL SIBILIA 


Andrea Elias to 
wed Michael Sibilia 

Tony and Gerri Elias of Agawam would like to 
announce the engagement of their daughter, Andrea 
Elias, to Michael Sibilia, son of Jerry and Marie Sibilia 
of Agawam. 

The future bride is a graduate of Agawam High 
School. She is an executive office administrator at 
ACE Precision in Agawam. 

The future bridegroom is also a graduate of 
Agawam High School. He is a firefighter/paramedic 
on the West Springfield Fire Department. 

The couple has plans to marry in July of 2004 and 
will reside in Agawam. 



MARK WALACHY & MAUREEN HERSEY 


Maureen Hersey to 
wed Mark Walachy 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hersey of Feeding Hills and Mr. 
& Mrs. John Walachy of Westfield announce the 
engagement of their children, Maureen Theresa and 
Mark Joseph. 

The bride-to-be is a graduate of Endicott College in 
Beverly and Western New England College in 
Springfield. She is an event and conference planner 
at MassMutual. 

The future bridegroom is a graduate of STCC and 
the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. He is a 
project manager at MassMutual and is also the owner 
of Die Hard Tae Kwon-do at Healthtrax in West 
Springfield. 

The couple is planning a fall 2003 wedding. 

***** 

If you have dropped off any photos to 

our office for Boy Scout activities, 
church events, etc., please pick them 

up after they appear in The AAN... 

***** 
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CARMEN PEREZ & ROSE PIGNATARE 


Rose Pignatare 
to wed Ivan Perez 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Pignatare of Agawam are 
pleased to announce the engagement of their daugh¬ 
ter, Rose, to Ivan Perez, son of Carmel Perez of 
Meriden, Connecticut. 

Rose is a 1994 graduate of Agawam High School 
and a 1999 graduate of Springfield College, where 
she earned her Master’s Degree of Science in 
Physical Therapy. Connecticut Orthopaedic 
Specialists currently employs here as a supervisor for 
the STAR Physical Therapy Office in Orange, 
Connecticut. 

Ivan is a 1987 graduate of Maloney High School, 
Meriden, Connecticut, and a 1992 graduate of 
Southern Connecticut State University, where he 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Arts. The City 
of New Haven, Connecticut currently employs him as 
a lieutenant in the Fire Department. He also works at 
the Connecticut Mental Health Center in New Haven 
as a mental health assistant. 

Their wedding is planned for May 25, 2003. 

Agawam St. Patrick’s 
Committee slates 
meetings for March 

The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee will meet at 
7:00 p.m. on three Thursday evenings in March: 

* March 6th and 13th - Bethany Assembly of God’s 
meeting room, 580 Main Street, Agawam. 

* March 20th - Country Estates, 1200 Suffield 
Street, Agawam. 

The 2003 Agawam Colleen and her Court will also 
attend the meeting on March 6th. 

William Pfau, committee president, encourages all 
members to attend these meetings in order to com¬ 
plete the plans for the upcoming Holyoke Parade on 
Sunday, March 23rd. 

Italian Women’s Club 
to meet March 17th 

The Italian Women’s Club will meet Monday, March 
17th at Wild Apples Cafe, 60 Shaker Road, East 
Longmeadow. Evening hostesses will be Mrs. N. 
Gogal and Ms. M. Collins. 

Dinner will be served promptly at 6:30 p.m. 

Membership is open to all Italian women, either 
born or married to an Italian. For information on the 
meeting, call 567-5682 or 786-5009. 

For information on the IWC, write to IWC, P.O. Box 
5621, Springfield, MA 01101. 
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MICHAEL PERRY, JR. & SARAH CROWLEY 


Sarah Crowley to wed 
Michael Perry, Jr. 

Michael Perry, Sr. and Laura Ringuette are pleased 
to announce the engagement of their son, Michael 
Perry, Jr. of Feeding Hills, to Sarah K. Crowley of 
Groveland, Mass. Sarah is the daughter of Robert 
and Kathryn Crowley of Groveland. 

Michael graduated from Agawam High School and 
St. Anselm College. He is employed as a police offi¬ 
cer in Longmeadow. 

Sarah graduated from Pentucket Regional High 
School and St. Anselm College. She is employed as 
an assistant director at Suffolk University in Boston. 

A May wedding is planned. 



JESSICA PERRY & NICHOLAS DION 


Jessica Perry to 
wed Nicholas Dice 

Dennis & Ann Marie Perry are pleased to 
announce the engagement of their daughter, Jessica 
Perry of Agawam, to Nicholas Dion of Agawam. Nick 
is the son of Marilyn Dion of Chicopee and Norman 
Dion of Feeding Hills. 

Jessica is a 1997 graduate of Agawam High 
School and a graduate of Ultrasound Diagnostic 
School in Springfield. She is a registered medical 
assistant at Dr. Paul Walker’s office in Springfield. 

Nick is a 1997 graduate of Agawam High School 
and a graduate of Porter & Chester in Connectiut. He 
is an architectural draftsman at Bay State Elevator in 
Agawam. 

A June 21, 2003 wedding is planned. 

***** 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AAN!!! 

















THE TIME IS FAST APPROACHING for the Annual St. Patrick's Parade, which will take 
place along the streets of Holyoke on Sunday, March 23rd. Once again, the members of the 
Agawam St. Patrick's Parade Committee would certainly appreciate a good turnout Irom the 
local residents. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade almost here 


• •• 




Kish Mark 
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•t 






St. Patrick's Parade Committee 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 4 



WORLD WAR II enthusiasts will certainly enjoy the PT boat exhibit this coming weekend at 
the Firearm & Knife Show on the grounds The Big E in West Springfield. 


PT boat exhibit at Firearm & Knife Show 


On March 8th and 9th, local resident Frank J. 
Andruss, Sr. will once again present his WWII PT boat 
exhibit as part of the Firearm & Knife Show at the 
Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield. 

These famous boats were built for fast torpedo 
attacks and were constructed of many types of wood. 
PT boats were used to torpedo enemy shipping, 
destory barges, rescue downed flyers, and generally 
cause disruption to enemy supply routes. 

Many artifacts from the PT boat service will be on 
display. The show runs Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 



Prince Edward Island... 

Take a 10-day trip by deluxe motor coach to Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island leaving from the 


p.m., and Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The first five people who stop at the exhibit and say 
they saw this article in The Agawam Advertiser News 
will receive a free PT boat print singed by Lt. Lester H. 
Gamble, a Guadalcanal PT boat veteran who 
received the Navy Cross, Silver Star, and Presidential 
Unit Citation for extraordinary heroism during engage¬ 
ments with the enemy. 

If you have any questions, please call Frank at 
(413) 789-1938 or e-mail mosauitofleet@webtv.net . 

Agawam Senior Center on September 7th and return¬ 
ing on September 16th. 

This 10-day trip includes a journey along the Cabot 
Trail, a two-night stay in Cape Breton Island, as well 
as a tour of Halifax. We’ll spend two nights in 
Charlottetown, PEI and visit several of the highlights 
there. We’ll see the scenic Peggy’s Cove, The Citadel, 
and many other places. 

Coming home, we’ll stop in Bar Harbor and tour 
Arcadia National Park. We will leave time for shopping 
and sightseeing along the way. 

For more information, please call Cathy Sears at 
786-9526. 
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NOAH REGNIER RIV ERA 


Benefit for Noah 
Regnier Rivera to 
be held Mar. 22nd 

A benefit will be held on Saturday, March 22nd, at 
the St. Joe’s Club in Westfield for Noah Regnier 
Rivera. Noah has been diagnosed with leukemia and 
he fights for his life every day. 

According to his Godmother, “Noah is a strong 
child with a huge will to live. He is not going to give in 
to this disease! 

After all, you cannot change yesterday; you can 
only make the best of today and hope for the most of 
tomorrow." 

Food and refreshments will be served from 2:00 to 
7:00 p.m. There will also be a raffle, fun, music, and 
dancing during the evening hours. Come anytime 
after 2:00! 

Tickets are $10 and may be purchased by calling 
568-3891 or 786-5493. 

Noah is the son of Shannon and Remo Rivera and 
has two brothers, Kyle and Ethan. He is the grandson 
of Mary and Kip Regnier, Donna Regnier and Bob 
Milar, and Laura and Radames Rivera. His great- 
grandparents are Edgar and Virginia Regnier. 

Jay O’Sullivan 
testimonial to be 
held March 16th 

The Wilson Thompson Post 185 American Legion 
family will host a testimonial for past Post 
Commander Jay O’Sullivan on Sunday, March 16th 
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. at the Post home at 478 
Springfield St., Agawam. 

Light refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, music, and 
more. Come help us acknowledge all of Jay’s contri¬ 
butions to our community. 

Jay has served as a member of the Agawam 
Veterans’ Council for many years and has assisted 
the veterans of Post 185 as Post Chaplain. 

Tickets are available in advance at the Post or at 
the door for $10. 

All proceeds, after expenses, will be presented to 
the O’Sullivan family to help cover medical expenses. 

If you would like to do a personal presentation to 
past Commander O’Sullivan or need further informa¬ 
tion, please call Bill Quesnel at 532-9527, Mary Ellen 
Morissette at 789-9844, or Tina Henson at Post 185. 
786-4806. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any articles, press releases, 
letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. Thank you ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


















CIRCLE 
OF 4 
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UNICO says “thanks” to volunteers 
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RICH MORASS1, committee chairman of UNICO's ’’Breakfast With Santa,” presented a check 
for $4,500 recently to Elsie Mallory, the mother of Stephen Mallory, this year's recipient of the 
"Art Chase Award for Good Work.” This donation will enable Stephen to attend a therapeutic 
program with dolphins in Key Large, Florida. From lett: Elsie Mallory, Erin Mallory, Sal 
Morassi, Jr. (UNICO committee member), Kevin Mallory, Stephen Mallory, Brent Crocker, 
Rich Morassi, Ron Lanlancette (committee member), Bob Rossi (UNICO president), and 


IN SYLVIA SULLIVAN'S CLASSROOM at 
Phelps Elementary School, a pregnant "cat” 
with a basket of "kittens" helped Madelyn 
Nagy of the MSPCA's Springfield shelter to 
demonstrate the importance of spaying and 
neutering your pets. Advertiser News photo by Kathy 
Shepard. 

Tips on how to help 
wildlife this winter 

Whether this winter’s snowfall sets records or sim¬ 
ply causes a lot of hair-pulling, it has been a long win¬ 
ter, with little time for grass or water to peek out from 
under the blanket of snow. 

There has been an unusually large number of birds 
swooping overhead, sitting in crowds in the trees, and 
sitting on rooftops and porch banisters. Maybe buying 
a 99-cent loaf of bread and tossing some pieces out 
to the birds would help them survive a bit more com¬ 
fortably. 

Look at the snow sometimes and see how many 
tiny crows’ feet are marked there, as well as cats' 
prints and squirrels’ footprints. These animals are in 
need of some extra help this year. It’s a long winter. 
The animals and birds can all share dry cat food, such 
as dry Friskie’s ocean flavor. 

Believe it or not, a plate or bowl of these Friskies 
can get devoured by birds in just a day. Another bowl 
is needed for the stray cats. Squirrels seem to like 
bread. And no one seems to like the black oil sun¬ 
flowers, purchased to help the birds survive a cold 
winter. 

A bowl of water a day would be a great help for the 
animals, too, but it must be replaced every few hours 
in the really chilly weather because it will freeze 
almost immediately. 

Walking group 
to meet Monday 
mornings in March 

Are you experiencing “cabin fever"? Then come 
join us every Monday morning at 9:00 a.m. during the 
month of March for an hour-long walking treat. 

We are four American International College stu¬ 
dents, and we want to walk with you! Learn about 
exercise and a healthy lifestyle, and have fun doing it. 

For more information, call the Agawam Senior 
Center at 821-0604 or 821-0605. 

***** 

Want to keep up on all the latest news 
in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! A one-year subscrip¬ 
tion costs only $26, so mail your check 
today to “The Advertiser News, ” P. O. 
Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


PICTURED ABOVE ARE THE students of Nancy Campbell and Teresa Holl, as well as other 
volunteers from Agawam Middle School, who helped the Agawam Chapter of UNICO National 
with their successful "Breakfast With Santa" fundraiser. 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
TT Credit Union 


4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
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Church News 


Indian cultural evening 


at Agawam Congregational Church... 




A CELEBRATION OF INDIAN CULTURE took place recently at Agawam Congregational Church in Agawam Center, and commemorated 
“Thinking Day” by Girl Scouts from 10 troops. In left photo: A teepee was constructed and enjoyed by local Girl Scouts (including Daisies, 
Cadets, Juniors, and Brownies) during “Thinking Day” at Agawam Congregational Church. From left: Mark Wasielewski, Melissa Marsh, Sarah 
Torrey, Desiree Carter, Stefanie Littlefield, and Laura Certer-Wasielewski. In right photo: Debbie Mongeau (far left) works with Michelle 
Ferrentino and Miranda Polaski during one of the many activities on “Thinking Day” at Agawam Congregational Church. Advertiser News photos by 



JIM “WHITE EAGLE” GAMACHE AND RAINBOW SHOOTING STAR (seated) shared an 
“all-people’s” drum with the Scouts. The drum was made by White Eagle. Advertiser News photo by 


Kathy Shepard. 

Announcements from Sacred Heart Church 

Tues., Mar. 11th: 5:30 p.m., Junior Choir rehears- 


Knthy Shepard. 

The “Good News” 
from First Baptist 
Church of Agawam 

The First Baptist Church of Agawam is located at 
760 Main Street. Our telephone number is 786-7300. 
The church office is open from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

We invite you to come and join us at the First 
Baptist Church of Agawam on this first Sunday of 
Lent, March 9th, at 9:30 a.m. for our morning worship 
service. Pastor Thomas N. Rice will give his sermon 
entitled “Noah and God.” 

Children of all ages are invited and encouraged to 
attend the worship service with adults. Visitors are 
encouraged to stay after the service for coffee and 
conversation in Davis Hall. An Adult Forum and 
Sermon Talkback will be offered for any interested 
adults and will take place in Davis Hall following the 
Coffee Hour. 

In addition, three Adult Bible Study Groups are 
being offered. These “classes” take place during the 
week. If you have any questions about these groups 
and/or the dates they are offered, please speak to 
Pastor Tom Rice or call the church office at 786-7300. 

COMING EVENTS 

Sunday, March 9th: Worship service begins at 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary: Junior Youth Group meets 
at 12:00 noon; Baptism Classes meet at 12:00 noon. 

Monday, March 10th: ALPHA Program Meeting 
begins at 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 11th: Searchlighters Group 
meets at 10:00 a.m.; Pastoral Relations Committee 
Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.; Senior Youth Group 
meets at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 12th: Morning Prayer and 
Study Time starts at 7:00 a.m.; Trading Post 
Consignment Shop is open starting at 10:00 a.m. 
(Come to browse for bargains, stay to enjoy the fel¬ 
lowship. There is something for everyone!) 

Thursday, March 13th: Crafters Group meets at 
1:00 p.m.; Choir Rehearsal begins in the Sanctuary at 
7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 16th: Worship service begins at 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary; Junior Youth Group meets 
at 12:00 noon; Baptism Classes meet at 12:00 noon. 


Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday Masses: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m. 

Monday Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday Masses: 8:00 
a.m. 

Thursday Eucharistic Prayer Service: 8:00 a.m. 

Holy Day Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Holy Day: 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Parish Office Hours 

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; Fri.: 9:00 a.m.- 
5:00 p.m. Office is closed on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and Holidays. 

Weekly Calendar 

Mon., Mar. 10th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary for World 
Peace, Church. 


al, Church. 

Wed., Mar. 12th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary for World 
Peace, Church; 5:15 p.m., Weight Watchers, Center; 
6:30 p.m., Girl Scouts, Center; 6:30 p.m., Cub & Tiger 
Scouts, Center; 7:00 p.m., Senior Choir rehearsal, 
Church. 

Thurs., Mar. 13th: 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Center. 

Stations of the Cross and Communion Service 

On the Fridays of Lent, we will be having Stations 
of the Cross and a Communion Service at 5:30 p.m. 
Please come and join us in this prayerful and very 
meaningful time. 

Rosarv for World Peace 

The Rosary for World Peace is recited every 
Monday evening at 6:30 p.m.and also every 
Wednesday morning after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check our classified 
advertisements each and every week ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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Reflections... 

Rev. Peter Monahan 
In association with 
Agawam Church of the Bible 
(413) 789-1377 

www.agawamchurch. org 

A colorful sign of God’s love for us 

When some people think of God, they picture Him 
as looking for us with a heavenly-sized sledgeham¬ 
mer, just waiting for the opportunity to “let us have it." 
This notion might be influenced, ever so subtly, by the 
ancient gods of Greece and Rome who were por¬ 
trayed as being violent and capricious. 

Each of us has good reason to be concerned about 
God’s attitude towards our shortcomings. None of us 
is perfect. Even if we’ve been people of God for years 
or decades, we still mess up from time to time. The 
Bible says, for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God. 

Even though our guilty consciences may tell us that 
we are deserving of punishment, God understands 
our predicament. The Scripture speaks about Jesus 
this way: we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses. The 
dictionary tells us that the word “sympathize” means 
“to share or understand the feelings or ideas of anoth¬ 
er.” 

We must always keep in mind that our sins matter, 
of course; but at the same time we put that truth in the 
context of God’s understanding of our weaknesses. 
Although perfect behavior is the ideal and should 
always be striven for, God is certainly wise enough to 
know that we simply can’t be perfect. If any of us 
could be perfect, there would have been no need to 
send a Savior. 

The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death. 
Simply stated, the justice of God demands that sin be 
accounted for. In our human society, we all experi¬ 
ence a certain outrage when we perceive that a guilty 
person has beaten the system. How much more out¬ 
rageous would it be if God Himself, the author of fair¬ 
ness and justice, let anybody beat His system? 

Yet even as God’s justice demands that our sins be 
properly accounted for and that appropriate punish¬ 
ment be meted out, it broke God’s heart to have us 
suffer a punishment that was too great for us tc bear. 
So God’s justice and God's mercy met in Jesus 
Christ. For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made 


The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Agawam and 
West Springfield will meet at Sacred Heart Church in 
Feeding Hills to conduct and pray the Office of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Friday, December 7th. 
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alive by the Spirit; God Himself saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

How could the perfectly spotless and sinless Son of 
God possibly sympathize with us? How can Jesus 
understand what we go through in life? What does He 
know about being tempted and facing all sorts of chal¬ 
lenges in life? Plenty, it turns out. 

As Paul Harvey likes to say, “and now for the rest 
of the story...” though in this case, it’s more like “and 
now for the rest of the passage.” When the Scripture 
describes Jesus as not being a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses , it goes 
on to say but we have one who has been tempted 
in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin. 

Just after God the Father certified that Jesus is 
indeed His beloved Son and our Savior, when He 
declared before John the Baptist and those standing 
in the vicinity, “You are my Son, whom I love; with 
You I am well pleased," Jesus embarked on a mis¬ 
sion of mercy. Jesus intentionally put Himself in our 
place, by subjecting Himself to the temptations and 
challenges we face everyday. 

There is an old Native American saying, “If you 
want to understand a person, walk a mile in his 
shoes.” Those of us who are Caucasians will never 
understand what it feels like to be among the disen¬ 
franchised minorities unless we experience it our¬ 
selves. For similar reasons, Jesus put Himself in our 
place. At once the Spirit sent Him out into the 
desert, and He was in the desert forty days, being 
tempted by Satan. Jesus has walked a mile in our 
shoes. 

People who think that God is out to get us simply 
don’t know that much about Him. They don’t know that 
God’s heart for each of us is filled with more love and 
compassion than we are capable of fully compre¬ 
hending. Scripture describes God’s love as love that 
surpasses knowledge. 

There are, of course, many signs of God's love all 
around us. One that some of us might not know about 
or may have forgotten is the rainbow. And God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant / am making 
between Me and you, a covenant for all genera¬ 
tions to come: I have set My rainbow in the 
clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between Me and the earth. 

“Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and 
the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember 
My everlasting covenant between Me and you.” Of 
course, God does not need to be reminded of His 
covenant of love towards us. But we might. Every time 
we see a rainbow, it can remind us of the extent of 
God’s love for us. 


The Society will meet from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
All are invited to come and spend an hour in 
Eucharistic Adoration with the Nocturnal Adoration 
Society. 
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Agawam Church 
of the Bible’s 
news & notes 

* Sunday Mornings: This Sunday, Brad Wright,- 
our Pastor, will continue with the message series enti¬ 
tled “Abraham: Man of Faith." The messages will 
include “The Circumcised Life!" (March 9th) and "How 
Prayer Works” (March 16th). During every Sunday 
Service, a nursery and Children’s Church program 
(through the fourth grade) are provided throughout 
the morning. 

* Small Groups: Our Men’s Group continues to 
meet every Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the 
church office, studying Scriptures related to making 
Christ at home in our lives (“My Heart, Christ’s 
Home"). Our Ladies’ Group is currently studying the 
book entitled “Boundaries” every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. We also have several 
evening Small Groups (Bible study and fellowship) for 
adults that meet throughout the week. 

* Activities: Our Square Dance and Chili Cook-Off 
for the whole family is planned at the Old Barn for 
March 28th. Additionally, our Junior High PLUS group 
has a Falcons night planned for March 21st. 

* About ACB: Agawam Church of the Bible (ACB) 
meets every Sunday morning at the Agawam Junior 
High School auditorium (1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills) at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to find 
out more about our church before visiting, check out 
our website at www.AaawamChurch.ora or call Pastor 
Brad Wright at 789-2904. 

“Spring Daze” 
slated at Ago 
Congregational 

A “Spring Daze" celebration will be held at the 
Agawam Congregational Church (745 Main Street) on 
Saturday, April 12th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This 
event is being sponsored by the church’s Fellowship 
Guild and the Youth Group. 

Come and enjoy a soup/salad and dessert lunch¬ 
eon, a plant table, clothes/boutique specials, and a 
bake sale. What’s more, the Youth Group will hold a 
large, outdoor tag sale. 

Easter is coming, and the plants and baked items 
may be just what you’re looking for. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., 
that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... AANU! 



Nocturnal Adoration Society to meet Mar. 7th 


Fq 



uality Home Care 

Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 
From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. 
Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 


-■ini 

I 




Follow Me 

Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me. —Mark 8:34 

During World War II, B-17 bombers made long flights from the US mainland to the 
Pacific island of Saipan. When they landed there, the planes were met by a jeep bearing the 
sign: “Follow Me!” That little vehicle guided the giant planes to their assigned places in the 
parking area. 

One pilot, who by his own admission was not a religious man, made an insightful 
comment: “That little jeep with its quaint sign always reminds me of Jesus. He was (a lowly] 
peasant, but the giant men and women of our time would be lost without His direction.” 
Centuries after our Savior walked the streets and hills ol Israel, the world with all its advances 
still needs His example and instruction. When His ways aren’t lollowed, numerous problems 
and evils arise in our world—including immorality, crime, and greed. 

How do we follow Jesus’ ways? First of all, we turn from our sin and entrust our lives to Him as 
our Savior and Lord. Then, we seek His will in His Word each day and put it into practice by 
the power of the Holy Spirit within us. We learn to dcnyjjur selfish desires and give ourselves 
completely to following Jesus (Mark 8:34-35). 

If you want to get in line with the purposes of God, respond to Jesus’ invitation: 

“Follow Me!”—Vernon Grounds 

To find your way through life, follow Jesus. 
w ww. fif’d wamch urch. org 
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You are invited to 
F.H. Congregational 

The church calendar is divided into seasons, just 
as our date books and wall calendars are divided into 
months. This Sunday (March 9th) is the first in the 
season of Lent, a time set aside to consider God’s 
willingness to sacrifice Jesus on the cross in view of 
humanity’s stubborn insistence on going its own way. 

You’ll be warmly welcomed when you visit Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 
located at 21 North Westfield Street. We are a pro¬ 
gressive and open-minded little church, with our faith 
rooted in (but not bound) by tradition. We are here to 
connect those Bible stories to everyday life today, and 
to help you make your own connection with the over¬ 
whelming love of God. 

* * ★ 

The sermon will be based on Genesis 9, the story 
of God’s commitment to human beings, and Mark 1, 
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Both scripture les¬ 
sons tell us of signs in the heavens which spoke of 
God’s love for us. The sermon is entitled “The 
Rainbow Connection.’’ Sunday worship will be at 
10:00 a.m. and will be led by Rev. Rob Donaldson, 
who came to serve our church as pastor in March of 
1994. 

* ★ ★ 

From 9:00 to 9:45 a.m., Rev. Donaldson will lead 
the pre-worship Bible class. He’ll be prepared to give 
some background on the Scripture of the day, as well 
as to answer any questions about life at our church. 
That class meets each Sunday in the church parlor. 

Our lector this Sunday will be Sara Capalbo. 
Sharon and Amanda Rozanski will have the assis¬ 
tance of the members of Girl Scout Troop 567 as they 
welcome you to worship and usher you to your seat. 

★ * * 

Our Confirmation class will meet on Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m., followed by choir rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. 
We’re always glad to welcome new voices to our 
upbeat little choir, so if you’ve ever wanted to add 
your voice to a choral mix, please feel free to give it a 
try. 

★ * * 

If you’re searching for a new church to call home, 
we hope you’ll visit us at Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church. Please call our office at (413) 786-5061 or e- 
mail us at feedinahillsucc@earthlink.net if you need 
more information. You will also find us on the web at 
http:// communitv.masslive.com/cc/fhccucc . 

Roast pork supper 
slated at VCC 

Valley Community Church will hold a roast pork 
supper on Saturday, March 8th, from 5:00 to 6:30 
p.m. at the church (152 South Westfield St., Feeding 
Hills). The menu will be roast pork, gravy, potatoes, 
vegetables, cole slaw, condiments, rolls & butter, 
choice of beverage, and choice of homemade 
desserts. 

Donation is $8 for adults, and $4 for children under 
12. For reservations, call 786-2576 or 786-2445. 
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News and events 
at St. John’s Parish 

* Extended Lenten Services: Remember, during 
Lent a Saturday 8:00 a.m. Mass has been added for 
the six weeks of Lent. 

* Cathedral High School Presents Music And 
Comedy Dinner Theater: Cathedral High School will 
hold a Music and Comedy Dinner Theater on 
Saturday, March 29th. A Spaghetti Supper will take 
place in the school’s cafeteria from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., 
with entertainment by the Music Department (under 
the direction of Carol Spinelli). The play, “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream," will be performed in the 
Cathedral High School auditorium at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets for the dinner are $5; tickets for the play are 
$3; and combined tickets are $7. Children under six 
years of age are free. For tickets or information, call 
782-5285. 

* Catholic Women’s Club: The March 
Entertainment and Dinner meeting will be held on 
Monday, March 10th, at 6:30 p.m. The menu will be 
fruit cup with sherbet, salad, oven-roasted potatoes, 
roasted chicken, green beans almondine, rolls & but¬ 
ter, apple pie with ice cream, and coffee and tea. The 
cost is $16.75; checks are made payable to "Catholic 
Womens’ Club of Agawam" and should be mailed to 
Martha Jerry. If you have not been called, please call 
Ginny Zerbato at 786-9768. 

* Bereavement Support Group Meeting: The 
spring series of Bereavement Support Group 
Meetings will be held at St. Michael’s Cathedral, 
Springfield, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. every other 
Wednesday beginning March 12th and ending June 
4th. Sessions will be held in the St. Augustine Chapel 
(entrance through the Bishop Marshall Center). To 
register, call Sr. Fran Gloster, SSJ, at 452-0838. 

* Felician Sisters: 

We are planning a Polish Supper in our Provincial 
House on Saturday, March 22nd. The proceeds will 
be used for the support of our elderly and infirm 
Sisters. The cost is $7.50. Meals are served from 3:00 
to 7:00 p.m., and take-out orders are available. For 
more information, call (860) 745-7791. 

* St. John’s Single Social p—— 

Group: The group meets hhwmm 

every second Thursday of 

the month in the Fr. Joyce //tt r r 

Room at 7:00 p.m. For more nUTTline 

information, call John, 786- ircpftroc 

2273, or JoAnn, 789-0774. yOUTSei CS/ 

* Knights Of Columbus: therefore/ 

Did you know that 20-million , #/ 

Catholic men are eligible to Under vjOCI S 

be Knights? Most of them . . t_ __ J 

have not been asked to join. ^ * 

For men in the parish who that He may 

are interested in joining, 

there will be members here lift yOU Up in 

with information after all the * 

Masses on March 22nd and due time. 

23rd in the Parish Center. C’asr all 

Refreshments will be served. ; 

For information, call Jim yOUT anxiety 

Coppola, 789-1897, or Grand 

Knight Gerry Parent, 786- On Him 

2884. f 

because I 
He cares 
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Activities at Ag. 
Congregational 

This week, Rev. Earl’s sermon topic is “Mary, The 
Mother.” Our services are at: 

9:00 a.m. for the Contemporary Service with 
Sunday School for all ages to be held at the same 
time, and the Senior and Confirmation classes will be 
encouraged to attend the 9:00 a.m. service for 15 
minutes and then go to their classes. 

10:30 a.m. for the Traditional Service with nursery 
care and a Sunday School class for the younger chil¬ 
dren. Coffee hour will follow this service. 

FUTURE EVENTS COMING SOON 
CHRISTIAN HEALING MINISTRY : The next Order 
of St. Luke Healing Service will take place this 
Sunday, March 9th at the church. Our speaker will be 
the Reverend Janice T. Price. She is an Ordained 
Methodist minister and a lung cancer survivor. “YOU 
NEVER WALK ALONE" is the theme. Mark this date 
on your calendars and we hope to see you there. 

LENT : Our Lenten services will take place every 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. that night. We will be celebrat¬ 
ing with the Lenten Series “Prayers Of The Passion.” 
This week’s Prayer and Communion Service is enti¬ 
tled, “Why Have Your Forsaken Me?” Please come 
and join us. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sat. (3/8): 7:30 a.m., Men’s Breakfast (at Cook’s in 
the Kitchen) 

Sun. (3/9): 9:00 a.m., Contemporary Worship; 
10:30 a.m., Traditional Worship; 4:00 p.m., Order of 
St. Luke’s Healing Service 
Mon.: 7:00 p.m., Deacons 
Tues.: 7:00 p.m., Trustees 
Wed.: 9:30 a.m., Playgroup; 7:00 p.m., Choir 
Thurs.: 6:00 p.m., Praise Band; 6:00 p.m., Music 
Committee; 7:00 p.m., Lenten Service. “Why Have 
You Forsaken Me?” 

Sat, (3/15): MEN’S CONFERENCE 
For further information, please call the church 
office at 786-7111. 



DAVID A. MCKAY, M.D. 
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

Mary Seif el, N.P. • Nurse Practitioner 


/ ] We’re open Saturdays! 

// • Complete obstetrical care/High risk pregnancy • 

V \ / * Adolescent gynecology 

) / I • Menopause management 

( I J • PMS, PMDD treatment 

\y / 0 On-site bone density study (Osteoporosis screening) 

I / 9 Laparoscopic &. laser surgery 

v J © On-site ultrasounds 

9 Accepting most area insurances 

Baystate Medical Office Building ♦ 2 Medical Center Drive Suite 301 ♦ 413-794-8500 



St. (David’s 

‘EpiscopaC Church 


699 Springfield Street • Feeding Hills, MA • (413) 786-6 133 


Worship Services: Saturday 5 pm SI Sunday 8 am A 10 am 
"Growing in Christ'' Classes A Nlursery Care: Sunday «o am 
The Reverend Peter Fritsch 


"Reconciling and Transforming Lives in )esus Christ Our Lord''' 
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BARRY BOCCASILE (left photo) has joined Park Square Realty as manager/recruiter in the new office in Feeding Hills. In right photo: 
Boccasile cuts the ceremonial ribbon at the new Park Square Realty office on 345 North Westfield Street. Looking on are (front row, from left): 
Carolyn Coughlin, vice president; Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen; and Ted Cassell, president. Back row: Deborah Dachos, Director of Planning 
and Community Development, and Park Square staff members Sue Berselli, Gail Paul, Peg Lis-Barone, Kim Landry, Judy Murphy, Angela 
Cross-Gilligan, and Paul Montefusco. 


Barry Boccasile joins Park Square Realty 


Ted Cassell, president of Park Square Realty, is 
pleased to announce the association of Barry 
Boccasile. 

Boccasile, a lifelong Agawam resident; comes.with 
15 years of real estate experience and has been 
directly involved in many facets of the industry. 

His position with Park Square will be broker/man¬ 
ager of the new Feeding Hills Park Square office and 
his responsibilities will also include company growth 
through the recruitment of both new trainees and 
experience real estate associates for all of the Park 
Square offices. 

Boccasile graduated from Agawam High School in 
1976 and attended Berklee College of Music in 
Boston. After Berklee, Boccasile toured the United 
States and the world for four years as a professional 
musician working with several celebrities, including 
Natalie Cole and Ben Vareen. Upon his return to 


Agawam, Boccasile became a music educator and 
continued to perform locally. 

After returning to Agawam' as a hobby/diversion 
from the music business, Boccasile became interest¬ 
ed in physical fitness and weight training. After a few 
short years, his hobby turned into serious competitive 
bodybuilding training and from 1985-1987, he won 
several regional and national bodybuilding titles and 
awards, including New England Regional #1 in 1985, 
Jr. Mr. America #4 in 1986, and sixth-place in the 1987 
Mr. America. 

In 1988, Boccasile started in real estate and retired 
from competitive bodybuilding in order to focus on his 
new career. While climbing the real estate ladder for 
15 years, Boccasile still managed to make it to the 
gym from six to eight hours per week. In May 2001, at 
the age of 42, Barry made his bodybuilding come¬ 
back, winning the overall title at the New England 


Masters Championships. Right now, Boccasile is 
nationally ranked as the #3 Heavyweight in the USA. 

Barry says that at the moment, he is officially 
retired from bodybuilding (again) because he wants to 
focus all of his mental and physical energy on his new 
position with Park Square Realty. 

“Park Square is a great team and the owner, Ted 
Cassell, is honest, innovative, and very excited about 
the business,” said Boccasile, "so I’m extremely 
happy and my current goal is to help Park Square go 
right to the top in our local industry. 

“Music, bodybuilding, real estate or anything else, if 
you want it, if you focus, if you give 110 percent, you’ll 
be successful,” said Boccasile. 

You can reach Barry Boccasile at the new Park 
Square Realty office in Feeding Hills located at 345 
North Westfield Street, 789-9830, or his voice mail, 
747-4980. 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam Advertiser News! A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today 

to “The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 



AGAWAM 


A / T / wni iam F. Foley 

* Insurance Agency, Inc 

AUTO* HOME* BUSINESS 

Personal and professional service for 
over 45 years. We take the time to get to 
know and understand your family s 
insurance needs. 

341 North Westfield StreeCFeeding Hills 

786-2275 

Gabriele Moore - President 
Linda Bovat - Treasurer 


Servicing 
All Makes 
& Models 


State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 
Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 
Free Pick-Up and Delivery 
Rental Vehicles Available 
AM Work 100% Guaranteed 
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MICHAEL E. MARTIN 


Michael Martin 
earns membership 
in MDRT 

Outstanding product knowledge and client service 
have enabled Agawam resident Michael E. Martin, 
CLU, CEP, AEP, CFBS of Novak Charter Oak 
Financial Group in Springfield to earn membership in 
the prestigious Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT). 
Martin has been an active and qualifying member for 
three years. 

Achieving membership in MDRT is a distinguishing 
career milestone attained only by those who have 
demonstrated exceptional professional knowledge, 
expertise, and client service. The Round Table’s 
membership represents the top life insurance and 
financial service professionals worldwide. 

MDRT is an international, independent association 
of more thn 28,000 of the world’s best life insurance 
and financial services professionals from 74 nations 
and territories. MDRT members demonstrate excep¬ 
tional product knowledge, strict ethical conduct, and 
outstanding client service. Regarded as business and 
community leaders, membership in MDRT is recog¬ 
nized internationally as the standard of sales excel¬ 
lence in the life insurance and financial services busi¬ 
ness. 

Michael E. Martin can be contacted at (413) 452- 
5393 or michaelmartin@finsvcs.com . 

Spfld. Chapter of 
SCORE starts 
talent search 

Small business counseling service 
looking for volunteers 

The SCORE Association (Service Corps of Retired 
Executives), “Counselors to America’s Small 
Business,” is seeking business experts, managers, 
and owners to join the ranks of its nationwide associ¬ 
ation to provide small business counseling and men¬ 
toring. 

SCORE is a nonprofit association with more than 
12,000 volunteers nationwide. SCORE provides an 
excellent opportunity to all those with business man¬ 
agement expertise who would like to volunteer to help 
others succeed in business. 

With branches in Agawam, Greenfield, 
Northampton, and Pittsfield, the Springfield chapter of 
SCORE is located on the campus of Springfield 
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Hampden Bank donates to Agawam 
St. Patrick’s Committee... 



THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK’S COMMITTEE recently received a donation from Hampden 
Bank. On hand to accept the donation are (front row, from left) Ashley Edmunds and Laura 
Kennedy, Colleen Court members. Back row (from left): Barbara Lussier, Agawam Colleen 
Committee chairman; Shannon McDyer, Court member; Alicia Linder, 2003 Colleen; Caitlin 
Holland, Court member; Gloria King, fundraising chairman for the Agawam Committee. 
Presenting the check is Lee McCarthy, Hampden Bank vice-president and Agawam branch 
manager. 



Timely Tips On How To 
Manage Your Finances 

by Sue Alvanos 
Financial Advisor 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 

IDS Lifo Insurance Company 
Agawam Corporate Ctr., 67 Hunt St., 
Agawam -(413) 821-9380 


Wall Street not cooperating 
with your retirement plans? 


If you’ve retired recently or plan to retire in the near 
future, you may be concerned about the value and 
potential growth of your nest egg. Many stocks have 
dropped from their record-breaking levels of a few 
years ago. That may mean some of the principal you 
were counting on to sustain your nest egg has erod¬ 
ed. 


Fortunately, there are several strategies you can 
consider if you’re looking for ways to make your retire¬ 
ment assets stretch. 

Assets for a Lifetime? 

In retirement, your focus shifts from earning money 
to making the most of what you have. Devising and 
following a strategic plan for withdrawing money from 
your accounts can help you maximize what you’ve set 
aside for retirement. 

As you calculate how much you can withdraw from 
your retirement savings each year without depleting it, 
start by estimating the probable investment returns 
you’ll earn and the likely length of your retirement. For 
example, if your current nest egg is $500,000 and it 
earns 7% a year, you can probably expect it to last 
about 25 years if you begin by withdrawing 6%, or 
$30,000 annually and adjust your future withdrawals 
to keep up with an annual inflation rate of about 3%. 
A certified financial advisor can help you calculate 
annual withdrawals that fit with your specific situation. 

Dealing with Market Downturns 

Declining markets will likely have a negative impact 
on your retirement portfolio. To help withstand poten¬ 
tial problems caused by a weak market, consider set¬ 
ting aside cash reserves equal to at least six to 12 
months of living expenses. That way, you may not 


have to tap into any less-liquid investments, such as 
stocks and bonds, that may have declined in value. If 
the value of your stock or bond investments improves, 
you can sell a portion to replenish your cash reserves. 

Take Advantage of Tax-Deferred Accounts 

If you’re like many retirees, you probably have 
retirement funds stashed away in several accounts, 
such as an employer's retirement plan, an individual 
retirement account (IRA), a taxable investment portfo¬ 
lio, and certificates of deposit (CDs). As you decide 
which funds to use for current expenses and which to 
leave untouched for future needs, consider letting 
funds in a tax-deferred account remain in place as 
long as possible to help keep your money growing. 

Delaying withdrawal from tax-deferred accounts 
can allow you to take advantage of tax-deferred com¬ 
pound interest and may potentially provide tax bene¬ 
fits in future years. In addition, when you withdraw 
money from a traditional IRA, 401k, or other tax- 
deferred retirement account, you’ll owe taxes. So, if 
you expect your tax rate to drop later in retirement, 
you may want to wait to make withdrawals from tax- 
advantaged accounts. 

For example, if your tax rate falls from the 27% 
bracket to the 15% bracket, you could potentially keep 
an additional $125 out of every $1,000 you withdraw, 
rather than paying it to Uncle Sam. See your profes¬ 
sional tax advisor for full details. 

Customize Distributions to Fit Your Needs 

Different distribution options can also help you 
make the most of your retirement account. For exam¬ 
ple, you might choose to invest a portion of your 
investments as an immediate annuity and leave the 
remainder in your retirement account to continue 
growing. 

An immediate annuity, which generates income 
payments immediately, may, depending on the type of 
annuity you select, shelter you from outliving your 
portfolio. Meanwhile, any assets remaining in your 
retirement account, such as stocks and bonds, may 
offer better protection than the annuity against infla¬ 
tion. Talk to a financial advisor for details specific to 
your sitution. 


SEE SCORE - Page 21 


SEE SUE ALVANOS- Page 21 
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( 413 ) 748-7565 __ 

A day in the life of a Realtor... 

It seems an easy-enough job. As an agent, your 
friend tells you about someone who is thinking about 
selling their house. You give them a call, stop in, and 
fill out a few forms. Or you spend the day touring 
beautiful homes with your friends until they find some¬ 
thing they like. A short while later, your friend/cus¬ 
tomer buys a house and you make a commission that 
seems like a lot of money. The end? Not quite! 

Most of us go to work and spend 40 hours more or 
less, earning our keep. Unless you’re on the night 
shift, you report in the morning and leave in the late 
afternoon. You then go home and have dinner with 
family or friends, or maybe run errands or shop. You 
work hard, but within the confines of a schedule that 
allows for some sort of break in your work week. 

There is no such thing as a 40-hour work week for 
a busy agent. Real estate agents are on call 24/7. 
Why do they do this? Because they are trained pro¬ 
fessionals who know the intricate details of every 
aspect to buying or selling your home. And because 
they appreciate the emotionally satisfying rewards of 
their chosen profession. Helping someone through 
the complicated process can nonetheless be a lot of 
time-consuming hard work. 

Agents must successfully complete many hours of 
classes and continuing education on a number of sub¬ 
jects, from marketing to mortgage options. To repre¬ 
sent you, they must earn a license and keep it current 
and up-to-date. Your Realtor must also keep abreast 
of the subtle changes in the market, such as interest 
rates and the ever-changing variety of mortgage pos¬ 
sibilities. 

Because Realtors are self-employed, their out-of- 
pocket costs include cell phones, pagers, computers, 

***** 


Want to keep up on all the 

latest news in Agawam and 

Feeding Hills? Then be sure to 

subscribe to The Agawam 

Advertiser News! A one-year 
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263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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websites, and other marketing tools. In order to travel 
to and from their listed property (or if they are going to 
transport potential buyers), they need a dependable 
vehicle. And then there’s the need to pay for or con¬ 
tribute to the cost for an office and desk space. All of 
this BEFORE ever making a sale or earning a com¬ 
mission. 

A typical day will include tons of phone calls (some 
to prospects and some just answering questions); 
showing property; helping clients through the confus¬ 
ing process of obtaining a loan; explaining the many 
forms that have to be dealt with; helping a seller with 
ideas on how to “stage" their home; and assisting buy¬ 
ers by finding just the right home at an affordable 
price. Many agents are also required to do “desk duty” 
for their broker as part of their shared office responsi¬ 
bility. This also adds to your Realtor’s busy work 
week. 

One of the most valuable services provided is help¬ 
ing with the closing. There are lots of important docu¬ 
ments, and you may feel as if you are signing your life 
away. Your real estate agent will be a valuable part of 
your team and can help with the process by asking 
the right questions and making sure this process goes 
smoothly. If you have chosen to have your lawyer 
present, your real estate agent will coordinate with 
them. 

Real estate agents may not know all the answers, 
but they are experts at knowing whom to call. Over 
the years, they have built a network of helpful people 
who are placed at your disposal. They usually have a 
working knowledge of such diverse subjects as build¬ 
ing codes, maintenance tips, decorating ideas, and 
current mortgage rates and options, plus neighbor¬ 
hood amenities. This is especially valuable whether 
you are moving cross-country or just changing neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

By the time the move is over, a good agent will feel 
like a part of your family, and hopefully will remain a 
friend for life. 

Pam Savioli is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 17 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions you might 
have. 

SCORE - from Page 20 

Technical Community College in the Springfield 
Enterprise Center. The chapter has more than 50 
working and retired counselors who volunteer time 
each month to help small businesses solve various 
business problems. Counselors bring experience in 
virtually every business discipline and are available 
for private, confidential counseling every Monday 
through Thursday. 

In addition to private counseling, the Springfield 
chapter holds monthly seminars on topics such as, 
“How To Write a Business Plan” and "How To Really 
Start a Business." The Springfield chapter has branch 
offices in Greenfield, Pittsfield, Northampton, and 
Agawam. In 2002, SCORE counselors met with 
approximately 1,000 clients. 

Additional information is available by calling 785- 
0314 or www.sDrinafieldscore.org or www.score.org. 
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Negligence & Tort 
Dram shop liability - 
Shooting by intoxicated person 

The plaintiff was a 29-year-old man who went with 
friends to a local bar. While en route to the entrance, 
he was allegedly heckled by an intoxicated man leav¬ 
ing the bar. The plaintiff shrugged off the harassing 
comments and entered the establishment. 

The intoxicated man who harassed the plaintiff in 
the parking lot had been previously thrown out of the 
bar that evening and was later allowed re-entry. 

The intoxicated man began assaulting the plaintiff 
inside the tavern and security told the intoxicated man 
to leave. 

The intoxicated man reportedly went back to his 
car and grabbed a pistol. He went past security, back 
into the bar, and fired two shots, one of which struck 
the plaintiff in the head. 

The plaintiff argued that the bar owed him a duty to 
use reasonable care to prevent injury by a third party, 
whether the act was accidental, negligent, or inten¬ 
tional. 

The plaintiff also argued that the bar was negligent 
in providing adequate security and for providing alco¬ 
holic beverages to an already intoxicated individual. 

The case settled for $260,000.00. 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 

SUE ALVANOS - from Page 20 

Give Your Portfolio a Regular Checkup 

Periodic evaluations can be one of the most impor¬ 
tant steps in making your retirement money last. By 
checking the status of your portfolio regularly, you’ll 
be able to judge whether you should scale back with¬ 
drawals or whether you’re developing a comfortable 
cushion. 

With careful planning and a watchful eye, you 
should be able to enjoy your hard-earned nest egg 
throughout your retirement. Consider consulting a 
certified financial advisor for professional guidance 
and assistance in ensuring that your retirement 
money will last a lifetime. 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 
(Member NASD). American Express Company is 
separate from American Express Financial 
Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer. 


“ Member - American Optometric Association 

IJlljj) Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. And 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) Tnntact Lenses 1 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice Contact Lenses 

Secure Horizons ' and 

Medicare Contact Lens 

Tufts Solutions 

Davis Vision - 

ConnectiCare 334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 

Pioneer Health (413) 789-0031 


“NEED an IRA ” 



call PETER E. CASSELL, CLU, ChFC 

(413) 734-6440 

www. petercassell. com 

Helping People Plan for Retirement Since 1987 

Securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc. 
l^OO Mnin ‘street Snrim»field. MA. 01115 413.781.6850 
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Heritage Woods to 
host health screenings 

On Tuesday, March 25th at Heritage Woods 
Assisted Living Facility at 462 Main Street in 
Agawam, Life Line will be offering low-cost, preven¬ 
tive health screenings as part of a community out¬ 
reach project. 

Town employees, members of the community, as 
well as residents living in and around the area can be 
screened to reduce their risk of having a stroke. A 
stroke, also known as a “brain attack,” is ranked as 
the third leading killer in the world, and the second 
among women. Through preventive screenings, the 
risk of having a stroke can be greatly reduced. 

Screenings are fast, painless, and low cost. They 
involve the use of ultrasound technology, and scan for 
potential health problems related to stroke, abdominal 
aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease (linked to 
heart disease), and osteoporosis. Individuals at risk 
for these diseases, such as those with high blood 
pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol, or a family histo¬ 
ry, are encouraged to make an appointment. 

Each screening requires 10 minutes or less to 
complete and costs $45. A complete vascular screen¬ 
ing package is $99. Life Line Screening was estab¬ 
lished in 1993, and has since become the nation’s 
leading provider of vascular screenings. Life Line 
works with hospitals and doctors nationally. A board 
certified physician reviews each test before mailing it 
back to you. 

For more information regarding the screenings or 

to schedule an appointment, call 1-800-407-4557. 
Pre-registration is required. GIFT CERTIFICATES 
ARE AVAILABLE. 

Has winter 
exhausted you? 

by Suellen Duga 

Choice Health, Westfield - 568-8333 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day. Springtime is just around 
the corner. Trust me. 

Get ready for spring and summer by eliminating the 
toxins of winter. There are several favorite products 
and programs available on sale during the month of 
March at Choice Health. 

You are driving in your car, and the diesel truck in 
front of you is belching fumes. You are in a public 
place and smoke fills the air. You live in an urban area 
or near industrial sites, and smog and air pollution 
surround you. You are barbecuing meat and the burn¬ 
ing fat sizzles on the charcoals and smokes the food, 
and you! You or your children live with a smoker, or 
perhaps you personally smoke. In other words, you 
are alive and you breathe. You need “Smokeshield.” 

“Smokeshield has promise to be a major medical 
breakthrough for those exposed to smoke.” —Dr. 
Richard Sarnat, M.D., Surgeon and author of 

SEE CHOICE HEALTH - Page 23 



For Your Eyes Only 

by Aaron Vanderhoof 

Licensed Optician 
Agawam Opticians 
338 Walnut St. Ext., 
Agawam 
786-0719 


Presbyopia 

If you are presently at or above the age of 40 and 
are holding this paper at arm’s length to read this 
clearly, chances are you suffer from Presbyopia. 

Don’t worry, however. Everyone, at some point, will 
be symptomatic of this vision problem. Presbyopes 
will begin to find it necessary to hold reading material 
such as books, menus, and medicine bottles farther 
away from them in order to focus. Eyestrain and 
headaches may occur after extended time performing 
these tasks. 

Unlike refractive errors of the eye such as near¬ 
sightedness, farsightedness, and astigmatism, pres¬ 
byopia is simply an age-related process. It is caused 
by a slow loss of elasticity within the lens of the eye 
as well as the muscles surrounding it. These age- 
related changes make it difficult or nearly impossible 
for the lens to focus on near objects and will get 
worse as time goes on. 

Reading glasses are the most common way to 
combat this problem. If combined with a refractive 
error, a bifocal may be prescribed also. A bifocal will 
allow a person to see better in the distance as well as 
near. There are many types of multifocals that we will 
discuss later. 

Mayor Cohen 
proclaims March 
“Red Cross Month” 

Mayor Richard Cohen is encouraging the commu¬ 
nity to support the American Red Cross by embracing 
“March is Red Cross Month.” 

The proclamation will take place on Thursday, 
March 13th at 10:00 a.m. at the Mayor’s office, 36 
Main Street, Agawam. 

Since 1943, each U.S. president has proclaimed 
March to be "Red Cross Month." This annual tradition, 
started by Franklin D. Roosevelt, publicly recognizes 
the humanitarian services and accomplishments of 
the organization. The month of March will feature a 
variety of events in honor of the Red Cross. 

For more information on events held during “March 
is Red Cross Month,” contact Tina Tudryn at 737- 
4306, ext. 906 or visit www.redcrosspioneer 
vallev.org . 

The American Red Cross is not a recipient of gov¬ 
ernment funding and relies upon voluntary communi¬ 
ty support for its services and programs. Please send 
your tax-deductible financial contributions to 
American Red Cross-Pioneer Valley Chapter, 506 
Cottage Street, Springfield, MA 01104. 
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Chiropractic Care 

by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 


Shoulder pain 

Shoulder pain can be quite a frustrating problem to 
deal with. Shoulder problems can limit so many activ¬ 
ities of daily living, including sleeping, driving, and 
simple everyday chores. There are many different 
causes of shoulder pain; it is important to diagnose 
the problem correctly before treating it. 

- The most frequent shoulder problems are 
impingement syndromes. Patients with this type of 
problem present with pain in the front and side of the 
shoulder, with radiation of pain to the outside of the 
upper arm. The pain is aggravated at night or when 
the arm is raised over the head. 

- When a patient experiences a tear of the rotator 
cuff (either complete or partial), it often is asympto¬ 
matic, or relatively pain-free. 

- Tendonitis, on the other hand, involves pain and 
inflammation in the joint. The pain is often increased 
or irritated with movement. 

- Cervicogenic (originating from the neck) pain can 
be identified by various neck movements which cause 
shoulder discomfort. 

- Frozen shoulder limits the range-of-motion of the 
shoulder joint. 

Chiropractic treatment of shoulder pain may 
involve mobilization of the joint, manipulation, physio¬ 
therapy, and soft-tissue techniques. Trigger point 
therapy, or acupressure to the “trigger points” in the 
shoulder girdle, is found to be very effective in treat¬ 
ing shoulder pain. 

If you’re experiencing shoulder discomfort or pain, 
contact our office for complete diagnosis and treat¬ 
ment. Dr. Nelson has received additional training and 
is certified in trigger point therapy. 

Dr. Nelson maintains an office at Hampden 
County Chiropractic, 850 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills - 786-4820. 

“For Your Health” is just one 
more reason why you turn our 
pages each and every week ... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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American 
Home Care 


* Certified Home Health Aides * Certified Nursing Assistants 

* Registered Nurses * Medication Monitoring 

* Case Management * Appointment Escorts 

“In Home Or Facility ” 

24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week 

413-789-9844 /1-800-821-3131 


Dr. Tami Nelson 

Hampden County 
Chiropractic 

850 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 


786-4820 
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as to why the program isn’t working. Hypnosis vs. hynocoaching 

To quote Ann King, author of Key Ingredients to Many people have asked the difference between 
Success, “For most Americans, the average diet lasts hynotherapy and hynocoaching. 

72 hours. Of course, this is without the aid of hynosis. * During the pre-talk session, a hypnotherapist will 
However, even with the use of hypnosis, the old pro- provide information and consult with the client on spe- 
gramming that has been instilled and reinforced over cific needs. 

years will change the effect of hynotic programming to * A hypnocoach develops a partnership relationship 
wear off in time. This may happen in a matter of days with the client and guides the client through the goal- 
or take several weeks." setting process. 

On the first visit Different clients benefit from different methods. It is 

During the first visit, a 15-minute video on hypnosis important for the client to determine which process 
is shown. The tape answers any questions one may best suits their individual needs, 
have regarding hypnosis. Then the intake interview Hypnosis 

begins. The interview covers patient history and The process begins with soft music being played 
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For A Better You... 

by Judes Ziemba 
Center for Self-Development 
83 Industrial Lane 
Agawam, MA 01001 
789-4511 


Hypnosis and weight management 

(Part 1 of 2) 

Before hypnotherapy overweight clients should be 
seen by a physician to rule out conditions such as 
hypothyroidism and diabetes. The physician may also 
recommend a healthful diet 

To be successful, it is of utmost importance that the 
client has a strong desire to change his or her weight 
and body image. Losing weight is generally a long¬ 
term process. One misconception is that many clients 
think of hynosis as a "magic pil” cure that requires 
nothing more than the willingness to try it. 

It is important that weight loss clients be committed 
to continuing with the program until they reach their 
goals. Some clients are extremely goal-oriented and 
possess a high degree of discipline. However, the 
majority will either give up after the first session, quit 
listening to the self-hypnosis tapes, or make excuses 


Your Back And 
Your Health 


Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


Most pain sufferers not satisfied 
with medical treatment... 

Patients in chronic pain are dissatisfied with the 
efficacy of their prescription and over-the-counter 
(OTC) pain control medications. Seventy-eight per¬ 
cent are willing to try new treatments, and 43 percent 
would spend more on a treatment if they knew it would 
work, according to a national U.S. survey commis¬ 
sioned by Partners Against Pain, an educational pro¬ 
gram sponsored by Purdue Pharma. 

The survey of more than 1,000 people revealed 
that two-thirds (66 percent) of the surveyed pain 
patients said their OTC pain medication is not com- 


rhea, acne, mild flu conditions, etc. If this should 
occur, decrease the amount taken and increase your 
water consumption. For severe diarrhea, discontinue 
use for a day or two. 

Drinking more water helps your colon flush and 
eliminate the toxins from your system. For stubborn 
constipation, we recommend a mild colon cleanser or 
a high quality fiber product. 

For more information, please stop by Choice 
Health (near Old Navy) in the Westfield Shops. Visit 
our website at www.choice-health.com or call us at 
568-8333. 


Gaia Herbs. Alternatives improve the removal of cel¬ 
lular wastes and promote correct nutrition. When this 
balance of basic cellular operation is normalized, we 
remove the “obstacles to cure” and allow the healing 
force within the body to overcome disorder. This type 
of formula represents the most profound, yet basic, 
principle of underlying Naturopathic Botanical medi¬ 
cine. This Daily Detox formula is of value where the 
use of “blood cleansers" is required. Traditional use 
includes alternative, improves digestion, lymphatic 
congestion, skin conditions, liver disorders. 

Some detoxification reactions may occur due to 
toxins that are dormant in the 
system. This is a normal reac- 2 
tion. These reactions can ♦ .t 

manifest in the form of mild I • 

headaches, constipation, diar- 2 


CHOICE HEALTH - from Page 22 

“Physician Heal Thyself.”" 

“New Chapter's Smokeshield, the first formulation 
of its kind to utilize solvent-free supercritical extraction 
technology, offers exciting physiological support to 
those exposed, directly or indirectly, to tobacco smoke 
and other partially combusted hydrocarbons." —Dr. 
Radha Maheshwar Professor of Pathology at a lead¬ 
ing medical school in the United States, has exten¬ 
sively researched the medicinal properties of botani- 
cals. His areas of research include angiogenesis, can¬ 
cer. and the role of chemotherapeutic agents, co-car¬ 
cinogens, and environmental pollutants in infectious 
diseases.. 

Scudder’s Alternative, originally compounded by 
Dr. John Scudder, MD, is available as Daily Detox by 


• We Invite You To Experience A Relaxing 

! EUROPEAN HEATED STONE MASSAGE 


a ^Agaw am Heari ng Center 

A new community resource for hearing help 

- Friendly, knowledgeable advice & service 

- Latest technology 

- Appointments to fit your schedule 

- Committed to your satisfaction 

569 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
786-3688 

Albert “Bud” Breeding, Audiologist 


Our deadline 
is each Tuesday 
at 12:00 noon; 
however, we 
appreciate any 
articles, press 
releases, letters, 
etc., that can be 
brought in on 
Mondays. 
Thank you.... 

A A AN!!! 


and warm up to a wonderful experience as g 
vour Tension and Stress melt away! ■ 


Frances D. Kelly Massage-Therapy Associates 
One South End Bridge Circle 
Agawam, MA 01001 
413-789-0873 
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PICTURED ABOVE ARE THE members of the band Gaelic Storm, who will be performing in 
Feeding Hills on Saturday, May 3rd. 

“Titanic” band to appear at 
“Agawam Community Theater” 


Since the release of their self-titled first album- in 
1998, Santa Monica-based Gaelic Storm has thun¬ 
dered onto stages around the world, astounding audi¬ 
ences with their explosive performances. Best known 
as the Steerage Party Band in the hit movie "Titanic,” 
the group brings a high-spirited, contemporary rendi¬ 
tion of the traditional Celtic music. 

They will appear in Agawam on Saturday, May 3rd, 
in a benefit performance co-sponsored by the 
Agawam Cuiturai Council and the Agawam St. 
Patrick’s Committee. 

According to Lowell McLane of the St. Patrick’s 
Committee, “Celtic music has really taken off in the 
northeast over the past few years. It’s groups such as 
Gaelic Storm and the equally popular Saw Doctors 
that have really put this type of music on the map. We 
were thrilled when we were able to work out the 
details to bring Gaelic Storm to Agawam.” 

The band’s irresistible beat and rhythm flow with 
harmony, and their energy and legendary exuberance 
have earned them a fiercely devoted following along 
with international acclaim. 

Last year, Gaelic Storm’s most recent album, titled 
“Tree,” reached the number-two spot on Billboard’s 
World Music chart, which was likely helped by their 


id first album in strong national tour as well as appearances on the 
>torm has thun- NBC series “Providence.” 

astounding audi- The performance will take place on May 3rd at 7:30 
;es. Best known p . m . a t the “Agawam Community Theater." Tickets are 
movie “Titanic," $12 in advance, and $15 at the door (subject to avail- 
emporary rendi- ability). They may be purchased at the Agawam 
branches of Hampden Bank, Westfield Bank, and 
turday, May 3rd, Woronoco Savings. Tickets may also be purchased 
nsored by the by sending a check, payable to the Agawam Cultural 
e Agawam St. Council, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA 01001. (Please 
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.) 
he St. Patrick’s The “Agawam Community Theater” is located at 
taken off in the the Agawam Junior High School. According to Walter 
; groups such as Mantani of the Cultural Council, “People will think it’s 
ar Saw Doctors kind of funny that we’ve given the Junior High audito- 
on the map. We rium a new nickname, but the reality is it’s really a 
:o work out the wonderful facility, one that most towns would envy." 
'am.” He continued, “It’s obvious that it was well thought 

hythm flow with out when it was built, and it has much more to offer 
dary exuberance than a typical school auditorium. We are pretty excit- 
I following along ed about the possibilities for future programming, and 
starting with a world-class group like Gaelic Storm 
;ent album, titled makes us even more optimistic.” 
ot on Billboard’s Proceeds from the event will benefit the Cultural 
' helped by their Council’s SummerFest Concert Series and the ongo- 

_-ing programs of the 

Agawam St. Patrick’s 
f\\JlT£h Tl/T Committee. Additional in- 

-/aVJT/a.V uJrA .IVli formation may be found at 

DENTAL CARE w 


A few restaurant recommendations... 

I know that some of you get disturbed when there 
are no recipes in the column. I do try to give those to 
you, but sometimes I like to touch on some different 
aspects of the food industry, such as where some 
really good restaurants are so that they can cook for 
you. (Hey, we both need a break from cooking some¬ 
times!) 

I have found a really great place, and it is just a bit 
down the road in Connecticut... but this place is worth 
the trip! Right on Rt. 5 in South Windsor, there is a 
place called Hot Cakes. It features friendly service 
and good food, and the prices are right, too. Have the 
strawberry pancakes or maybe the banana nut; either 
way, you are the winner! 

You like hash and eggs? Yummy!!! They offer thick- 
sliced toast that is just great, and their home fries are 
done in the skillet. On Sundays, there is a bit of a wait, 
but just climb in line and you will be glad you made 
the trip. 

My next recommendation is for the Day & Nite 
Diner in Palmer. On what Palmer calls North Main 
Street, you will find a real treasure. The Day & Nite 
Diner is like going to Durgin Park in Boston. The wait¬ 
resses are a riot at the Day & Nite, and the food is 
pretty good, too. I like their blueberry pancakes. 
(Hmm, the last place was pancakes, too - I see a 
theme developing.) I like to go to the small, out-of-the- 
way places. I think the experience is very rewarding. 

In a few weeks, look for the Day & Nite Diner to 
appear at the restaurant page on www.fooddudera: 
dio.com : you will be able to take a peak behind-the- 
scenes (as it were) and see the real diner. 

Diners came on the scene in the early 1930 (I 
think) with robust, wholesome foods at a price that all 
could afford. The common man ate at diners; the rich 
folks they called “swells,” and they ate at the Ritz. 

Another real diner is Charles on Union Street in 
West Springfield. You sit on stools and in booths to 
savor the home-cooking brought to you buy the 
owner/operators. 

I remember a diner in Comack, Long Island. They 
served the best meatloaf I have ever had. (Heck, I 
would drive to Long Island just to have their meatloaf 
it is that good!) 

Just so you do get a recipe this week, I am going 
to help you make the best grilled cheese in the busi¬ 
ness. Use a nice, hearty white bread. Spread the out¬ 
side with a thin layer of mayonnaise, not butter. Use 

SEE FOOD DUDE - Page 25 


James Maslowski DMD / Ronald Pahl Jr. DMD 


The key to good oral hygiene is a 
regimen of regular professional care. 
Preventive dentistry will help to avoid 
the pain and expense associated with 
more serious dental problems in the 
future. 

Avoid problems before they start, call 
for an appointment today. 

Ronald Pahl Jr. D.M.D. 

James E. Maslowski D.M.D. 


Feeding Hills 
1325 Springfield St. 
786-7313 


Springfield 
1490 Allen Street 
782-4242 


q fi W William F. Foley 
V v JJ insurance Agency, Inc, 

AUTO * HOME * BUSINESS 

Personal and professional service for 
over 45 years. We take the time to get to 
know and understand your family's 
insurance needs. 

341 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 

786-2275 

Gabriele Moore - President 
Linda Bovat - Treasurer 


“The Food 


Dude” 


by John Walters 


WMAS 1450 AM 
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ACROSS 

1 Asia/Europe divider 
5 Saratoga et al 
9 Fall 

13 Fairway cry 

14 Stop 

15“_Na” 

16 Prussian statesman 

19 Ram’s mate 

20 Shakespeare’s trag¬ 
ic king 

21 “Go on_” 

25 Prefix (air) 

26 N.T. prophet 
30 Frederick I 

33 “Casablanca” hero¬ 
ine 

34 Achy feeling 

35 Give back all of the 
money 

36 _Passos 

37 Fib 

39 Oklahoma city 
43 Chat 

48 Over 

49 He wrote the book 
on war 

51 Skirt type 

52 Chop 

53 Second round repe¬ 


tition in golf 
54 Character actor 
Ames 
56 Mold 

58 Field marshall in 
WWII 

66 “_Grows In 

Brooklyn” 

67 Pit noise 

68 Sharpen 

69 “_it up” 

70 Curious 

71 Pitcher 

DOWN 

1 E.T.’s craft 

2 Decay 

3 Creative work 

4 Sign of the zodiac 

5 Prove 

6 Sheet of glass 

7 Priest’s tunic 

8 Steps for crossing a 
fence 

9 New England fishing 
boat 

10 Malay gibbon 

11 Incorporated (abbr.) 

12 Pakistan (abbr.) 

15 Scot’s small 

17 Loggia 


18 Evening in Rome 

21 Muscle builder’s 
pride 

22 The way (Chinese) 

23 Make a mistake 

24 Honest President 

25 Donkey 

27 Matterhorn 

28 North American 
country 


29 Repose 

31 Antique auto 

32 CIA forerunner 
35 Loved 

37 Funnyman Costello 

38 Office holders 

39 Beret-like topper 

40 Actress Hagen 

41 Bagel partner 

42 Kicked the bucket? 


43 Crow’s call 

44 Ram’s mate 

45 Rive 

46 Depot 

47 Ezra (abbr.) 

49 Half a child’s 
train 

50 Beatles name 

55 Adam’s wife 

56 Asks repeatedly for 


payment 

57 Murky 

58 “Krazy 

59 Snacked 

60 Railroad (abbr.) 

61 Rio de Janeiro 

62 That girl 

63 Pull 

64 Compass point 

65 German “the” 
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only yellow American cheese with a couple of slices 
of cooked bacon, and it will grill to perfection. I like a 
shot of mayo on the sandwich after cooking. (Ah, this 
brings me back to the NCO Club on Okinowa.) 

Be sure to isten to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 


JOHN 

WALTERS’ “ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 


Springfield 

Ttireverein 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 

ftxnnke - Fridays at 8 P.M. 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


Cultural Council planning NYC trip 


The Agawam Cultural Council is sponsoring a “Plan 
Your Own Trip” to New York City on May 10, 2003. 
There are many activities, including museums, plays, 
and other cultural events which are available for peo¬ 
ple going on the trip. 

Several stops will be made along Fifth Avenue and 
included in this list are the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, Rockefeller Center, the Times Square Show 
Ticket Booth, 34th Street, and South Street Seaport. 


Time of departure is 6:30 a.m. and the return trip will 
leave New York City at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets may be obtained by sending a check made 
out to the Agawam Cultural Council enclosing a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Agawam 
Cultural Council, 933 River Road, Agawam, MA 
01001. Cost of the trip will be $27. 

For further information, call 786-1859. 


For photo coverage in The AAN, call 786-7747 or 786-8137: however, 
please give us at least 72 hours’ notice prior to your event. Thank you! 


Free Market Analysis - No Obligation 



■ CHINA STAR £ 

Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 

382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170*789-7196 


LANDMARK 


Realtors® 

Call or Come in Today and Experience 
Honest , Old-Fashioned Hometown Service 

1353 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills Center 
Tel. (413) 789-0772 

Fax. (413) 786-3153 

feedinghills@landmarkre.com 


FREE 

WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $15 -Ypur Choice 

1. General Tso’s 

3. Qt. Pork Fried 

chicken 

Rice - $5.50 

(Med.) $5.95 

4. Qt. Vegetable 

2. Sesame Chicken 

5. 10 Chicken 

(Med.) $5.95 

Fingers 


Expires 3/13/03 (With This Coupon) 
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“Song of the Month” 
from Agawam’s 
Sesquicentennial 
Committee 

In conjunction with the “Coliseum Spectacular” in 
May 2005, The Agawam Advertiser News will contin¬ 
ue presenting a “Song of the Month" during the school 
year. Students at all levels will be getting to know 
them as well. 

The monthly news edition will enable others in the 
town to also become familiar with the songs, some of 
which will include audience participation. Students 
and interested community members are encouraged 
to “make up” their own song books as this process 
evolves. They will also continue to be presented on 
the Channel 15 Cable TV program at 5:00 on 
Wednesday evenings. 

Song of the Month for Month 2003 - 

“SWEET GEORGIA BROWN” (1925) 

Words and Music by Ben Bernie, 

Maceo Pinkard, and Ken Casey 

This song was introduced and featured by Ben 
Bernie and his Orchestra. In later years, the song was 
associated with the popular touring basketball team, 
the Harlem Globetrotters, who used it as background 
music for their exhibition of basketball handling in are¬ 
nas and on television. 

The song was heard in a number of movies, includ¬ 
ing “Broadway" (1942), “Follow The Boys" (1944), 
“Some Like It Hot” (1959), and “Jazz On A Summer’s 
Day” (1960). It was also sung by Vivian Reed in the 
Broadway musical “Bubbling Brown Sugar” (1976). 

No gal made has got a shade on Sweet Georgia 
Brown. 

Two left feet, but oh so neat has Sweet Georgia 
Brown. 

They all sigh and wanna die for Sweet Georgia 
Brown. 

It’s been said she knocks 'em dead when she lands 
in town. 

Since she came why it’s a shame how she cools 
'em down. 

Fellers, she can't get, are fellers - she ain’t met. 

Georgia claimed her, Georgia named her Sweet 
Georgia Brown 

In making a connection for this song with 
Agawam’s history, it would naturally bring to mind 
many successful years of the Agawam High basket¬ 
ball teams. However, since there are 28 sports teams 
in the school system and it would not be possible to 
have a song in the “Coliseum Spectacular” for every 
one of them, it becomes necessary to collectively 
honor all of the winter sports in the presentation of this 
song. 

At this point in time (with the Agawam sesquicen¬ 
tennial just a couple of years away), it has become 
evident that many of the teams do not have a collect¬ 
ed, printed history of their achievements over the 
years, including starting points, coaches, outstanding 
players, and honors won. Although there have been 
numerous items brought out in the extensive cover¬ 
age in our local paper, they have never been collect¬ 
ed in a formal history of the program, and this might 
be a good time for someone to engage in this kind of 
a project. 

Slide show about 
Conn. River’s history 

The Agawam Cultural Council is pleased to present 
Michael Tougias, noted author and lecturer, narrating 
a slide presentation about the Connecticut River’s 
history and natural history. The program is part of the 
Council’s First Friday Series and will be held on 
Friday, March 7th at 7:30 p.m. at the Agawam Public 
Library on Cooper Street in Agawam. 

A question and answer period will follow the pres¬ 
entation. Tougias will also have available for puchase 
copies of his book. The program is free and open to 
the public. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

“Your Hit 
Parade” concert 
to be performed 
on March 14th 

The “Your Hit Parade” concert at the Agawam 
Middle School Auditorium on Friday, March 14th, will 
feature the “Memory Lane Chorus" from the Agawam 
Senior Center, assisted by students from the fifth- 
grade classes of Jean Forgette and Carey Fisk. 

All of the songs to be presented had extensive 
popularity during the 1940s and early 1950s, with 
many becoming number-one songs and some run¬ 
ning in the top ratings for many weeks. 

“Elmer’s Tune” by 
the Glenn Miller 
ensemble ran on the 
Hit Parade radio pro¬ 
gram for 15 weeks. 

"Chattanooga Choo 
Choo," also by the 
Miller Band with Tex 
Beneke and The 
Modernaires, ran for 14 
weeks and was num¬ 
ber-one twice. “I’ve 
Heard That Song 
Before” by the Harry 
James Band with 
Helen Forest ran for 15 weeks in the top 10 and was 
number-one four times. “I'm Looking Over A Four- 
Leaf Clover” by the Art Mooney Orchestra was anoth¬ 
er long-term top 10 selection with a 14-week run and 
twice in the number-one spot. 

Other number-one songs on the Hit Parade pro¬ 
gram included “I’m Looking Over A Four-Leaf Clover” 
by the Ted Weems Orchestra, “'A' You’re Adorable” by 
Perry Como and the Fontaine Sisters, “Now Is The 
Hour” by Bing Crosby, and "Shoo Fly Pie” and "Apple 
Pan Dowdy” with renditions by Dinah Shore and June 
Christy. 

Many other Hit Parade selections will be presented 
during the free concert. Donations will be accepted to 
take care of repairing and tuning the piano at the 
Middle School, which could not be done with the 
freeze on spending from the school budget. 

Tiny Tales Theatre 
to present “The 
Frog Prince ” 

Kit and Kaboodle Productions, Inc. will be present¬ 
ing the fifth in the Tiny Tales Theatre series geared for 
ages three to eight. 

A production of “The Frog Prince,” by Martha Hill 
Newell, will be presented on Saturday, March 8th, at 
11:00 a.m. at The Red Door Theatre, 152 South 
Westfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA. 

In this version, the familiar tale of the frog who 
loves a princess takes on a dramatic new element - a 
wicked witch who takes the form of a mysterious 
dancing snake. The snake terrorizes the countryside 
and wreaks havoc when she puts a spell on a hand¬ 
some prince, changing him into a frog. 

To break the spell, the frog must find a princess 
who will give him a kiss. How he finds that princess 
and ultimately saves his people from the snake witch 
makes up a plot which has delighted children (and 
their parents) wherever it has played. 

All Tiny Tales Theatre productions are approxi¬ 
mately 50 minutes in length and are a terrific way for 
parents or grandparents to introduce the young child 
to the theatre. 

To make ticket reservations, call (413) 789-2026. 
Seating is limited in this intimate theatre, so reserve 
early. 

For all the hometown news, you turn our 
pages each and every week ... AANW 
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Stage Children’s 
Theatre to present 
“The Wind in 
the Willows” 

Stage Children’s Theatre will present “The Wind In 
The Willows” adapted by Lyle Pearsons on Friday and 
Saturday, March 14th and 15th at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 16th at 2:00 p.m. at the Red Door 
Theatre. 152 S. Westfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

-The Wind In The Willows” is the classic tale of the 
irrepressible Mr. Toad of Toad Hall (played by Douglas 
Watson of East Hartland, CT), who delights in all 
things mechanical, which leads him into mischief of 
grand proportions. His friends, Rat (Kevin Jones or 
East Granby, CT) and Mole (Nicco Palazzi of 
Southwick), try to keep him from danger, but load has 
a mind of his own. 

In this story, Toad sets out for a carriage ride and 
ends up stealing a motor car. His adventure leads him 
to tangle with the Wiley Weasel gang; he gets arrest¬ 
ed and thrown in prison; and he and his friends battle 
the Weasels, who have taken over his own Toad Hall. 

Mr. Badger (P.J. Vecchiarelli of Feeding Hills) man¬ 
ages to save the day in a very unexpected way. This 
production is sure to tickle the funny bone of every 
audience member, young and old alike. 

The production is the culmination of a six-week 
after-school theatre workshop in which participants 
have been involved in rehearsing, set building, cos¬ 
tume construction, publicity, and theatre games. 
Others playing parts in the production are A//ison 
Jones of East Granby, CT; Nathalie and Alex Watson 
of East Hartland, CT; Ben Mayne and Joey Fisher of 
Suffield, CT; Rose and Sophia Schack of 
Longmeadow; Arianna Palazzi of Southwick; Tara 
McMahon of Westfield; and Joy Marshall and Nicole 
Meldonian of West Springfield. 

Tickets are $6 for all and reservations may be 
made by calling (413) 789-2026. 

Hilltop Players slate 
auditions for “Too 
Soon For Daisies ” 

The Hilltop Players Family Theatre will hold audi¬ 
tions for the comedy-thriller, “Too Soon For Daisies" 
by Dinner & Morum on Sunday, March 16th at 7:00 
p.m. at the Red Door Theatre. 152 South Westfield 
Street, Feeding Hills. 

“Too Soon For Daisies” tells the story of three eld¬ 
erly ladies who “escape” from a retirement home. 
Soon after, they find an empty house and settle in, but 
a visitor arrives who claims to be the new owner of the 
house. He dies suddenly of a heart attack and so the 
ladies decide to put the body down an old, unused 
well and carry on as the new owners of the house! 

Complications ensue with the arrival of a young 
woman who has come to see her uncle at his new 
home. The local doctor arrives and tells the old ladies 
that the new well has to be tested and if the water is 
impure, the old well will have to be reopened. They 
now must remove the body and doing so creates 
chills and thrills as they try to get rid of it without dis¬ 
covery. This is an out of the ordinary comedy thriller. 

The roles call for four men and four women. 
Auditions will consist of cold readings from the script. 
Production dates are May 2-4, 2003. 

For more information, call (413) 789-2026. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street , 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. Please 
park on the side of the building and 
use the back entrance. Thank you... 
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Education 



GERALDINE ANN SCH1LLING-NORDAL 


will be retiring from Agawam High School 
after 45 years of teaching. 



THE 1980 "Spring Art Exhibit" was held in the gym of Agawam High School. The exhibit was 
held for one evening, and a great deal of work went into its preparation. 


Long-time teacher retiring after 
45 years at Agawam High School 


“Over the last several years, l have not been able 
to go anyplace in Agawam without someone asking 
me, ‘When are you retiring?’ or ‘Aren’t you retired 
yet?’” They seemed surprised that may answers were 
‘Hot yet' and ‘No.’ 

7 am herein notifying everyone at once that my 
45th year of teaching in town is my last," said Agawam 
High School teacher Geraldine Ann Schilling-Nordal. 
“At 68, it is time to explore other avenues, though 1 
have enjoyed every minute of the time spent in the 
classroom with my students. The road traveled took 
me in many directions,” said Mrs. Schilling-Nordal, 
“and I would like to share with you just how many vol¬ 
unteer services and unpaid activities in which I 
became involved as a teacher. 

“My position was never just a six-hour one in the 
classroom with its every-changing responsibilities, but 
a lasting memory of 45 years well spent,” she said. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal graduated from Boston 
University in 1956 with a bachelor of science degree 
in art education from the College of Fine and Applied 
Arts and in 1957, earned a master’s of education from 
Boston University’s School of Education. From 1957- 
1958, she taught art to grades five through eight at 
Agawam Junior High as well as teaching a University 
Extension course in oil painting. From 1958 through 
this year, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal taught art at Agawam 
High School, including classes in drawing, painting, 
art history, creative art, pottery, and visual and per¬ 
forming arts. From 1979 through 1995, she was the 
AHS Art Department Chairman and Academic 
Coordinator for K-12 from 1995-1996. 

From 1967 through 1978, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal 
served on the Agawam Town Report Committee. 
From 1974 through 1988, she served as secretary of 
the Agawam Beautification Committee, and from 1975 
through 1978, she was the teacher representative to 
the Agawam Bicentennial Committee and designed 
the committee’s winning float. Mrs. Schilling-Nordal’s 
other appointments include the Agawam Arts and 
Humanities Committee (1979-1986), Agawam 
Historical Commission (1979-1988), Agawam Minerva 
Davis Library Study Committee (1987-1988), and the 
Agawam Cultural Council (1994-1997). 

Her affiliations include the Agawam High School 
Faculty Club (from 1967), Agawam Education 
Association (from 1957), Hampden County Teacher’s 
Association (from 1957 to its demise in 1994), 
Massachusetts Teachers Association (from 1957, Life 
Member, 2000), National Teachers Association (from 
1957, Life Member, 2000), Massachusetts Art 
Education Association (from 1956), National Art 
Education Association (from 1976), Association for 


Supervision and Curriculum Development (1993- 
1995), Massachusetts Alliance for Art Education 
(1994-1995). 

In 2002, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal was the first person 
to be recognized on the newly-established Agawam 
Public Schools Walk of Fame for the longest number 
of years teaching in town. Her other recognitions 
include the Boston University Reunion Volunteer 
Appreciation Award in 1996, Marquis Who’s Who in 
American Education (1996-1997), Marquis Who’s 
Who Among American Women (1997-1998, 2000- 

2001, 2002-2003), Marquis Who’s Who in America 
(1997, 1998, 1999, 2003), and Strathmore’s Who’s 
Who (1998-1999, 1999-2000). 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal worked on designing and 
executing scenery for 18 AHS musicals from 1962- 
1980 and supervised the designed and painting of the 
High School Christmas Window from 1960 through 
1972. She supervised the designing and painting of 
the Food Mart Christmas Windows from 1972 through 
1984 and designed and executed with the students, 
the many sports banquet decorations for what she 
calls, "...many long, joyful years." 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal was the yearbook advisor in 
1963, 1964, and 1967. She was the J.C.’s Miss 
Agawam Pageant Recruiter from 1972 to 1976 and 
designed and executed with the art students, the win¬ 
ning float for the West Springfield Centennial Parade. 
In 1972, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal initiated the Graduation 
Daisy Chain at the Eastern States Exposition and 
supervised it through 1986. She has supervised the 
graduation ushers at Symphony Hall from 1987 and 
was the chairman of the townwide Art Exhibit in 1974, 
1975,1976,1980, and 1991. She was chairman of the 
schoolwide Spring Exhibit Show in 1980 and 1991 
and supervised and executed many of the High 
School showcases from 1960-1996. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal was the Agawam High Art 
Club Advisor from 1960 through 1973 and from 1993 
through 1996, and from 1970 through 1996, served as 
the Prom Advisor. 

In 1986, she received a Horace Mann Grant to 
rewrite and update the High School art curriculum. 
From 1993 through 1995, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal 
served as School Safety Committee chairman and 
from 1987 to 1995, she wrote monthly newsletters to 
the K-12 art teachers to keep them up-to-date. Many 
of Mrs. Schilling-Nordal’s articles, as well as her stu¬ 
dents’ work, have been published in “School Arts” and 
“Art and Activities” magazines. From 1979 through 

2002, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal write art classroom arti¬ 
cles for The Agawam Advertiser. She took students on 
field trips to New York, Boston, Stockbridge, 



AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL'S shop depart¬ 
ment always made the scenery which Mrs. 
Schilling-Nordal's art students designed and 
painted. In the photo above, Mrs. Schilling- 
Nordal and the late Jim Caldon "ride" in a 
surrey from the 1967 production of 
"Oklahoma." (Caldon will always be remem¬ 
bered for running the Irish flag up the flagpole 
and not getting caught.) 

Northampton, and Williamstown through the years. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal served on the State 
Evaluation Visiting Committees for numerous high 
schools and was a member of the Renovation and 
Addition Dedication Committee at AHS in 1999. 

In addition to her school activities, Mrs. Schilling- 
Nordal is a Life Member of American Legion Post 207, 
has been a member of the Massachusetts Catholic 
Order of Foresters since 1951, and was a founding 
member of the West Springfield Neighborhood House 
Alumni Association in 1965, serving as president in 
1966 and advisor in 1968. She was also a founding 
member of the West Springfield High School Alumni 
Association in 1966, serving as third vice-president 
from 1968 to 1970, first vice-president from 1970- 
1972, and president from 1972-1975. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal has been a member of St. 
John the Evangelist Church since 1960 and served on 
the church Renovation and Redecoration Committee 
in 1980, was chairman of the 40th Anniversary 
Committee in 1986, co-chairman of the 50th 

SEE RETIREMENT - Page 28 
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From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office ... 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


How my dictionary has changed!! 

When I was a kid in school, it was so different. 
Words had such different meanings from those today. 
Pot was something my mom would use for cooking. 
Coke was a drink I would have with my friends. A joint 
was a little place to hang out in sometimes. A weed 
was something I would pull out of my garden. Gay 
meant that I was happy. Stoned meant some kind of 
work that was done on the front of the house. High 
usually meant something that was way up there. 

Get my drift? I mean, times have changed and with 
the changing times, kids have changed. There is not 
only new lingo, but also the effect of the new lingo and 
new coping skills that are needed. As a parent, what 
can you do? 

Be aware. Be alert. Never feel that it cannot be 
your kid. Avoid denial. But how do you know if there is 
a problem? What should you look for? Hopefully, the 
following will help you. 

1. A change of friends. Many times a teen who is 
troubled will be drawn to a group that is taking dan¬ 
gerous risks and is heavily committed to using alcohol 
and drugs. 

2. A deterioration in appearance. 

3. An “I don’t care" attitude. 

4. Poor performance in school, at home, and on the 
playing field. 

5. Irritability and sensitivity increase. The teen is 
often hostile, avoids family contact, overreacts to mild 
criticism, and tunes out and leaves when pressed for 
accountability. 

6. Wide mood swings. 

7. Disappearance of money, pills, alcohol, and 

RETIREMENT - from Page 27 

Anniversary Committee in 1996, and has worked for 
Catholic Charities since 1997. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal served on the Agawam 
Citizens Association for a Safe Halloween and was 
chairman of Decorations from 1971 through 1994. 
She has also been a member of the Boston University 
Alumni Club of Western Massachusetts since 1957 
and has served on its Scholarship Committee since 
1996. She served as team captain of the Boston 
University Giving Campaign in 1957 and was region¬ 
al chairman of its Alumni Giving Campaign in 1962. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal was Reunion Chairman for 
Boston University SFA graduates in 1981, 1986, 
1991, 1996, and 2001 and has been a member of the 
Delta Kappa Gamma International Teachers 
Organization, Alpha Chapter, since 1965. In 1996, 
she received a grant to attend a leadership confer¬ 
ence and served on the 50th and 60th Chapter 
Anniversary Committees. 

Mrs. Schilling-Nordal has been a member of the 
Agawam Catholic Woman’s Club since 1994. 

She is a member of the Class of 1952 at West 
Springfield High School and served as chairman of 
the 15th reunion in 1967, chairman of the 40th 
reunion in 1992, and was a member of the 50th 
reunion committee in 2002. 

In addition to her numerous activities and accom¬ 
plishments, Mrs. Schilling-Nordal has had her entries 
in the International Library of Photography Amateur 
Photography Contest published in 2000 and 2001. 

Although she has never flown, Mrs. Schilling- 
Nordal has traveled to 35 countries in Europe, Asia, 
Scandinavia, the South Pacific, the Orient, North 
America, Central America, and the Caribbean. 

***** 

For the best in local goods and 
services, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every 
week...AANW 
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other personal belongings. 

8. Lying. 

9. Trouble with the law. 

What are the visual clues? 

With alcohol 

1. Physical - red eyes, headaches, unsteadiness, 
sleepiness, alcohol on the breath. 

2. Behavioral - sleeping too much, fighting, arguing, 
uninhibited behavior. 

With marijuana (pot) 

1. Physical - red eyes, fatigue, apathy, hunger, 
cough, chest pains, silly grin. 

2. Bahavioral - no motivation, poor grooming, mood 
swings, arguments, poor grades, attention problems, 
more mellow than usual. 

With cocaine 

1. Physical - dilated pupils, runny nose, hoarse 
voice, increased sensitivity to light, sweating, pale 
complexion. 

2. Behavioral - rapid mood changes, unexplained 
anger, sleeping patterns confused, memory problems, 
depression. 

Parents sometimes say, “Hey, he doesn’t really 
have a problem. All kids experiment.” This may be 
true, but use may lead to abuse that may lead to 
addiction. Take a look at the steps to addiction. 

1. Exploration - they just give drugs a try. 

2. Learning the mood swing - he likes the mood 
drugs cause and wants it again. 

3. Seeking the mood swing more and more often. 

4. Keeps thinking about getting high and drunk; 
gets obsessed ... life revolves around how to get the 
stuff, where to use it, and how to use it. 

5. Finally, must need the drugs to feel normal. This 
now is called chemical dependency. This is addiction. 

In another column, I will suggest what you can do 
when you do suspect a problem. There is help, but 
you must be aware. Yes, the vocabulary has changed 
and with it, our kids have changed. These times are 
different from the times in which you grew up, so be 
alert. ' 

Ag. Middle School 
Counselor’s News 

by Thomas F. Dacey 

Middle School Counselor 

The Middle School would like parents to know that 
Student Progress Reports, which warn of poor aca¬ 
demic standing and other problems during the third 
marking period, are to be sent home on or about 
March 7th. The parents of students who receive such 
a report are asked to please sign and return it to 
school as soon as possible. 

Parents are advised to monitor their child’s 
progress carefully to avoid problems later in the year. 
There is still enough time for most students to 
improve their marks. Checking their child’s Agenda 
Book is a good way for parents to find out what 
homework assignments are due. 

Phase 4 of the study skills program is continuing 
with the fifth-grade students. Each fifth-grade home¬ 
room is watching a new video on such study skills top¬ 
ics as paying attention in class, being careful to write 
down all assignments, and having a comfortable 
place in which to do homework. 

Each student will receive a copy of the pamphlet 
How to Get Organized for Homework and 
Schoolwork . The students are discussing the pam¬ 
phlet with the counselor and completing a written 
exercise on it. 

AHS School Council 
March agenda 

DATE: Thursday, March 20, 2002 

TIME: 5:00 p.m., Teachers’ Cafeteria 

AGENDA: 

1. Minutes of the February 13, 2003 meeting 

2. New Business 

3. Continue working on the 2003-2004 School 
Improvement Plan 


March 6, 2003 

Ag. Junior High 
to conduct parent 
conferences 

The Agawam Junior High School will conduct its 
annual Spring Parent Conferences on Thursday, 
March 13th from 12:15 p.m.-2:15 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.- 
8:30 p.m. Dismissal for students will be at approxi¬ 
mately 11:15 a.m. 

All parents of seventh- and eighth-grade students 
are welcome to attend the semi-annual conference 
night, which features brief meetings with teachers and 
staff members. Classroom secretaries will schedule 
five-minute appointments with individual teachers. 

The Spring Parent Conference time is an excellent 
opportunity for parents to visit the school where they 
may review their child’s academic progress. 

Parent/Teacher 
Conference 
slated at AHS 

Agawam High School will hold a 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCE during the 
AFTERNOON and EVENING of Thursday, March 
13th. Students will have a half-day of school, and will 
be dismissed at 10:49 a.m. 

The time scheduled for the afternoon 
Parent/Teacher Conference will be 12:00 noon to 
2:00 p.m. The time scheduled for the evening 
Parent/Teacher Conference will be 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

This is an opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress with his/her teacher. 

Special Ed. Parents 
Advisory Council to 
meet March 13th 

The March 2003 meeting of the Agawam Special 
Education Parents Advisory Council will be held on 
Thursday, March 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of 
the Agawam High School. 

Because this date is also parent conference time, 
the topic for the meeting will be viewing a videotape - 
“Pathways to Success; College Students with 
Learning Disabilities.” 

The film discusses the realities of adjusting to the 
new academic challenges and to the differences in 
support services between the post-secondary and 
high school levels. Continuous showing of the film will 
occur from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 


Our baby girl is all grown up... 

Happy 

“Sweet” 16th! 



Lots of Love... 

Mom , Dad, Danielle & Sheree 
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! Agawam Schools’ 

I weekly lunch menu 

fl Agawam High School 

Mon., Mar. 10th: Popcorn chicken bites w/dip- 
i ping sauce, steamed white rice, vegetable of the 
I day, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

B Tues., Mar. 11th: Five mozzarella sticks w/mari- 
! nara sauce, buttered noodles w/broccoli cuts, 

[ assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

I Wed., Mar. 12th: “Gilardi’s” pizza quesadilla 
* w/salsa on the side, seasoned corn, assorted 
J chilled fruit, school-baked cookie. 

I Thurs., Mar. 13th: Half day of school - Parent 
l Conference Day (no lunch served). 

B Fri., Mar. 14th: Crispy chicken pattie on a roll in 
I wrapper, baked french fries, vegetable of the day, 
l assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Junior High School : 

Mon., Mar. 10th: Nachos w/cheese sauce & 
i salsa, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
I chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., Mar. 11th: Buttered rotini w/meat sauce 
B on the side, warm breadstick, salad w/lite dressing, 
l assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

1 Wed., Mar. 12th: Wrapped chicken fajita w/salsa 
! on the side, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, 

I assorted chilled fruit, Rice Krispie treat. 

D Thurs., Mar. 13th: Half day of school - Parent 
B Conference Day (no lunch served), 
i Fri., Mar. 14th: Five french toast sticks w/syrup 
i for dipping, two one-ounce sausage links, baked 
I potato rounds, assorted chilled fruit, individual juice 
1 cup. 

Agawam Middle School 

o Mon., Mar. 10th: Nachos w/cheese sauce & 

1 salsa, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
! chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 
i Tues., Mar. 11th: Buttered rotini w/meat sauce 
I on the side, salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled 
i fruit, “Buffy Shakes" (new). 

I Wed., Mar. 12th: Taco boat w/shredded cheese 
i on top & salsa on the side, steamed white rice, sea- 
I soned corn, assorted chilled fruit, Otis Spunkmeyer 
1 cookie. 

[ Thurs., Mar. 13th: Half day of school - Parent 
D Conference Day (no lunch served). 

B Fri., Mar. 7th: Five french toast sticks w/syrup 
! for dipping, two one-ounce sausage links, baked 
B potato rounds, assorted chilled fruit, individual juice 
B cup. 

D Elementary Schools 

B Mon., Mar. 10th: Nachos w/cheese sauce & 
i salsa, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
■ chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

!i Tues., Mar. 11th: Buttered rotini w/meat sauce 
i on the side, salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled 
i fruit, "Buffy Shakes" (new). 

1 Wed., Mar. 12th: Taco boat w/shredded cheese 
! on top & salsa on the side, steamed white rice, sea- 
i soned corn, assorted chilled fruit, Otis Spunkmeyer 
i cookie. 

1 Thurs., Mar. 13th: Half day of school - Parent 
Conference Day (no lunch served). 

I Fri., Mar. 7th: Five french toast sticks w/syrup 

I for dipping, one one-ounce sausage link, baked 

II potato rounds, assorted chilled fruit, individual juice 
! cup. 


Professional Development Day... 

Ag. Schools not in 
session on Mar. 26th 

On Wednesday, March 26th, the Agawam Public 
Schools will conduct a full day of professional devel¬ 
opment for all Pre-K -12 staff. 

Consequently, schools will not be in session 
that day, since teachers will be attending various 
workshops and training sessions. 

Students will return to school on Thursday, March 
27th. 
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Ag. Public Schools 
Art Dept. News 

Did you know that: 

Art helps enhance reading skills in below average 
learners. In a study by Bernadette O’Brien, director of 
the Learning to Read Through the Arts program at the 
Guggenheim Museum, the arts were used as the core 
curriculum and subject matter for reading. 

The program found that children exposed to knowl¬ 
edge and concepts in sequence that proceeds from 
concrete (hands-on art) to abstract words and idegs 
were able to read much better. 

Art Department News: 

The children at Granger and Clark schools are 
learning about famous artists and art styles. The third- 
graders did a symmetrical collage in the style of 
Matisse and learned about Fauvism. 

After watching the video, “Linnea in Monet’s 
Garden," the second-graders created an 
Impressionistic landscape with oil pastels. Alexander 
Calder’s stabiles were the inspiration for colored tag 
paper freestanding sculptures. 

Students at Phelps and Robinson Park schools are 
using the sun as a theme for drawings, paintings, and 
weavings to brighten our short winter days. 

The sixth-graders at the Middle School painted 
their own personal store logos on shopping bags that 
were generously donated by Geissler’s Supermarket. 

We all welcome to the Junior High, Shari Ravner, 
art student teacher from Springfield College. Andrew 
Kraus will be her supervising teacher. 

AHS art classes had a visiting guest artist, Kyle 
Hildreth, give demonstrations and career information. 
This visit was made possible by a grant from the 
Agawam Cultural Council. It awarded the grant to pro¬ 
mote the importance of the visual arts to our youths. 

Mr. Hildreth will direct students in the creation of a 
finished piece of artwork that will be part of a perma¬ 
nent display at the High School. As a graduate of 
Rhode Island School of Design, Mr. Hildreth will share 
some of his own works of art, discuss the portfolio 
process and his career as an illustrator. 

Let’s Meet Andrew Kraus: 

Andrew Kraus, Junior High Visual Arts teacher, has 
studied and worked in the art field for over 30 years. 
He enjoys working with his students in discovering 
their creative energy. He says, "Never miss an oppor¬ 
tunity to make a student happy by praising creative 
work." He has taught both art and music in the 
Agawam Public Schools. He is the former Art 
Department liaison. He is now an advisor for the Non- 
Users Club at the Junior High. Mr. Kraus coaches 
intramural sports, teaches self-defense programs, 
and has been an MCAS tutor. He is currently enrolled 
in the Master’s program at the University of 
Massachusetts. 

After 25 years in the Agawam Public Schools, stu¬ 
dents from Mr. Kraus’ art classes always leave class 
knowing that no class has to be dull. In the age of 
conformity, Mr. Kraus’ classes produce work well 
above standard levels in creativity and design. 

His expectations are high and level of respect and 
learning cross into many other subject areas. This 
interdisciplinary approach to art education makes 
learning meaningful and fulfilling. 

Mr. Kraus’ humor and flair for art make even bor¬ 
ing routines colorful and interesting. 

Thomas Boisjolie 
named to President’s 
List at Southern 
New Hampshire Univ. 

Thomas Boisjolie, a freshman information technol¬ 
ogy major from Feeding Hills, was among students 
named to the President’s List for the fall 2002 semes¬ 
ter at Southern New Hampshire University in 
Manchester. 

To be eligible for this honor, a student must compile 
an academic grade point average of 3.5-4.0. 
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Agawam High’s 
Renaissance Program 
continues to find 
community support 

On January 24th, the Agawam High School PTSO 
encouraged Agawam’s businesses, alumni of AHS, 
and any families who have a student currency 
enrolled, to donate to the school’s Renaissance pro¬ 
gram. Five additional sponsors have generously sup¬ 
ported the request: 

Elm-Belcher Lodge, A.F. & A.M., McCarthy Tile & 
Rug, Stop & Shop Supermarkets, Toner Plastics, Inc., 
and Our America Gift. 

To date, 17 sponsors have increased donations to 
a total of $1,225. However, another $1,225 is neces¬ 
sary to fund Renaissance’s annual awards and incen¬ 
tives budget. Please help us to reach our goal of 
$2,500. 

Any individual or business interested in making a 
donation to Renaissance may contact the 
Renaissance chairperson, Gil Fortunato, at 786-0409, 
or PTSO co-president Denise Moffatt at 789-1820. 
You can also mail your check payable to “PTSO 
Renaissance Program" and mail directly to Agawam 
High School, 760 Cooper Street, Agawam, MA 01001. 

Each school term, Renaissance cards are issued 
and a Renaissance Breakfast provided to students 
who meet the program’s criteria. All Agawam High 
School students are eligible to become members of 
the Renaissance Program. The Renaissance 
Program offers students rewards for responsible 
behavior, as well as academic achievement. 

To earn a Renaissance gold card, a student must 
have all C’s or above, effort grades of 1 or2, only one 
tardy perform, and no office discipline. To earn a gold 
plus card, a student must have honor ro 0 status (80 
average of better), only one tardy per term, and no 
office discipline. 

AHS Scholarship 
Night to be held 
March 12th 

The Annual Agawam High School Student 
Scholarship Information Night will be held 
Wednesday, March 12th from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

This is an excellent opportunity for students and 
their parents to pick up scholarship applications and 
to ask questions of the scholarship representatives. 

For further information, call the Guidance Office at 
AHS or Mary Ellen Morissette at 789-9844. 

AHS Band Parents 
to sponsor 
“Oldies Dance” 

The Agawam High School Band Parents will spon¬ 
sor an “Oldies Dance” at the Polish-American Club on 
Saturday, March 8th, from 7:00 p.m. to midnight. The 
DJ will be Bruce Theriaque. 

Tickets can be obtained by contacting Brittany 
Theriaque, 789-0721, or any band student. 

Proceeds will help defer the cost of the band’s and 
jazz choir’s spring trip to Chicago in May. Come out 
and let the parents finally have some fun! 

***** 

Want to surprise your friends, 
family members, or co-workers 
when they turn a “certain age"? 
Then be sure to put a “Birthday 
Ad” in The AAN... 
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The winter of 2003 hasn't kept 
these Brownies indoors... 



THE MEMBERS OF BROWNIE TROOP #630 are keeping busy during this snowy winter. The 
troop of 14 second graders from Phelps Elementary School have enjoyed a number of activities, 
including a trip to Daggett's Gold Medal Gymnastics in Agawam (photo above), and a sleigh 
ride drawn by "Willie" and "Jim" at Tetrault Farm in Hatfield (photo below). 



Agawam Schools to hold kindergarten 
registration and screening 


The Agawam Public Schools will be conducting 
registration and screening of children entering kinder¬ 
garten in September 2003. Children who will be five 
(5) years of age prior to October 1. 2003 are eligible 
for enrollment in kindergarten in September. 

Chapter 766, the Massachusetts Special Education 
Regulations, requires that each school district pro¬ 
vides service for identifying children with special 
needs. Screening is not a test nor an in-depth evalu¬ 
ation, but an observance of how a child is growing in 
different areas of development. 

A screening team composed of specialists will be 
observing the child’s development in several areas, 


namely: Speech, Language, Gross and Fine motor, 
and Cognition. 

This process will be completed during the kinder¬ 
garten registration, which will be held at the elemen¬ 
tary schools. 

SCREENING DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

PHELPS SCHOOL - March 20th & 21st; ROBINSON 
PARK SCHOOL - March 27th & 28th; GRANGER 
SCHOOL - April 3rd & 4th; CLARK SCHOOL - April 
10th & 11th. 

Parents who have .not already contacted their 
neighborhood school should do so immediately. 
Children will be screened by appointment only. 


Bay Path to present “How to Succeed 


in Business Without Really Trying” 


The Bay Path College Performing Arts Department 
will present “How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying” on Friday and Saturday, March 7th and 
8th. at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 9th, at 2:00 p.m. 

Directed by Li Ciaglo and music direction by Tom 
Slowick, the performances will feature Roger Gove, 
Jr., Dan' Derby, Jen Hines, Amanda Levreault, Waldo 
Goodermote, David Potter, Cheyenne Simmons, and 
Geena Ravella. 


Tickets are $12, regular seating; $10, Bay Path 
College staff; and $5 for Bay Path College traditional 
students. 

Rush seats are available for $11 ($7, seniors) on 
preview night, Feb. 27th at 8:00 p.m. 

For tickets, call the Box Office at 565-5390 from 
4:30-8:00 p.m., weekdays; 4:30-8:30 p.m., evening 
performances; and 12:30-2:30 p.m., matinee perform¬ 
ance. 
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Agawam High j 

School’s March j 

n 

calendar of events j 

o 

Fri., Mar. 7th: Breakfast; School Physicals, 8:00 j 
a.m., Nurse’s Office; Winter “Top 40” at 7:00 p.m., B 
Auditorium. 

Sat., Mar. 8th: JV/varsity cheerleaders compete d 
in the Pioneer Valley League/Western MA Regional jj 
Finals, Chicopee Comp., 1:00 p.m. 

Sun., Mar. 9th: Youth Art Month for Art B 
Education. ; 

Mon., Mar. 10th: Philosophy Club, 2:00 p.m., o 
Rm. 28; Shakespeare Society, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49. j 
Tues., Mar. 11th:: Breakfast; Sport Physicals, J 
8:00 a.m., Nurse’s Office; Model Congress, 2:00 B 
p.m., Rm. 24; Art Club, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 51; NHS, [ 
2:00 p.m., Rm 49; Academic A Presentation at | 
School Committee, 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Mar. 12th: Sport Physicals, 8:00 a.m., o 
Nurse’s Office; As Schools Match Wits, 2:00 p.m., j 
Rm. 49; Peer Leadership, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 44; I 
Scholarship Fair, 7:00-8:00 p.m.; Winter Athletic j 
Recognition Night, 5:30 p.m.; Mr. Agawam Contest, I 
7:00 p.m. 

Thurs., Mar. 13th: Breakfast; PARENT J 
TEACHER CONFERENCES, 12:00-2:00 p.m., n 
6:00-8:00 p.m.; Math Club Bake Sale during Parent j 
Conferences. 

Fri., Mar. 14th: Breakfast; Deadline for the AP J 
Test; Future Teachers Blood Drive, 7:30-2:00 p.m., J 
gym. 

Sun., Mar. 16th: Varsity cheerleaders compete [ 
in the State Championships at Hopkinton H.S. 

Mon., Mar. 17th: HAPPY ST. PATICK’S DAY! jj 
Shakespeare Society, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; Spring jj 
Sports begin. 

Tues., Mar. 18th: Breakfast; Model Congress, [ 
2:00 p.m., Rm 24; Math Jeopardy Competition, Per. o 
3 & 4, Auditorium. 

Wed., Mar. 19th: As Schools Match Wits, 2:00 j 
p.m., Rm. 49; Intergenerational Poetry, 1:50 p.m., j 
Rm. 38; Art Club, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 51; Peer j 
Leadership, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 44; Language Awards, D 
7:00 p.m., Auditorium & Cafeteria. 

Thurs., Mar. 20th: Breakfast; School Council, jj 
5:00 p.m. 

Fri., Mar. 21st: Breakfast; Renaissance J 
Breakfast, Per. 1; Faculty-Student Benefit D 
Basketball Game for “RELAY FOR LIFE" at 12:55 jj 
p.m.; Freshman-Sophomore Semi-Formal, 7:00 o 
p.m., Cafeteria. 

Sun., Mar. 23rd: Agawam Band in Holyoke St. jj 
Patrick’s Day Parade. 

Mon., Mar. 24th: Philosophy Club, 2:00 p.m., jj 
Rm. 28; Shakespeare Society, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49. n 
Tues., Mar. 25th: Breakfast; Model Congress, n 
2:00 p.m., Rm 24; NHS, 2:00 p.m.; Trombone & jj 
Tuba Players at school. 

Wed., Mar. 26th: DISTRICT PD DAY. NO J 
SCHOOL. NHS Induction, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Thurs., Mar. 27th: Breakfast Art Club, 1:50 p.m., D 
Rm. 51; Student Government, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49 J 
Fri., Mar. 28th: Breakfast; Athletic Media Day, o 
2:00 p.m. 
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Agawam Middle 
School PTO mtg. 
resheduled for 
March 10th 

The March 17th~PTO meeting has been resched¬ 
uled to Monday, March 10th, at 7:00 p.m. 

A raffle will be held, and refreshments will be 
served. 

Spring business will be discussed. 
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Agawam’s Doug Janik continues to impress as 
defenseman for AHL’s Rochester Americans 


As Agawam’s Doug Janik continues to learn and 
gain valuable professional experience in his second 
season as a member of the Rochester Americans in 
the American Hockey League, one of Janik’s out¬ 
standing attributes has remained a constant - his 
durability. 

The 6’1”, 215-pound backliner became the first 
Amerks defenseman since 1985 to play in every reg¬ 
ular season and playoff game as a rookie in the 2001- 
2002 season. Believe it folks, this is no small feat and 
is a testimony to Janik’s conditioning and toughness. 
He was nominated for the 2002 Timex “Ironman 
Player Award" by the Professional Hockey Players’ 
Association and Timex of Canada. Moreover, the 
1998 Agawam High School graduate received three 
honors from the team - “Rookie of the Year,” “Most 
Improved Player," and “Unsung Hero." 

Selected by the Amerks’ parent Buffalo Sabres 
National Hockey League team in the second round of 
the 1999 NHL Entry Draft (55th overall choice), Janik 
continues to impress this season for the Amerks, 
which currently sit in second place in the AHL’s 
Central Division (63 points at presstime). The Amerks 
are battling for an April playoff spot in the 28-team 
AHL. 

As a rookie for the Amerks, Janik tallied six goals 
and 17 assists (23 points) to finish third in scoring 
among team backliners. He made his Amerks and 
professional debut on October 5th, 2001. 

This season for the Amerks in 61 games, Janik has 



DOUG JANIK 


«r- 




two goals and 10 assists, including one game-winning 
goal. 

Unfortunately for local fans, Janik has yet to appear 
in a game against the hometown Springfield Falcons. 


Rochester and Springfield are old-time AHS rivals, but 
the incredible expansion of the league in recent years 
stretches it as far south as Norfolk, Virginia, and as far 
west as Utah and southwest to Houston and San 
Antonio. This makes it difficult for league schedule- 
makers to resume what once was a stiff rivalry 
between the two cities. 

Success is no stranger to Janik. After playing for 
elite regional and national teams as a schoolboy, he 
received a hockey scholarship at the University of 
Maine, a national collegiate power. In his three sea¬ 
sons with the Black Bears, Janik scored 12 goals and 
added 42 assists for 54 points in 110 games. 

Janik’s sophomore season ended spectacularly 
with a Division I National Championship - an electrify¬ 
ing, 3-2 overtime win over the University of New 
Hampshire in the final. As a junior captain, Janik led 
all Maine backliners in scoring with 3 goals and 15 
assists (18 points). 

He received many awards at UMaine, including 
NCAA All-Regional Team, New England Hockey 
Writers’ Association All-Star selection, and All-Hockey 
East honorable mention. 

During his collegiate career, Janik was a member 
of the United States National Team, and played for the 
USA at the World Junior Championships in 1999- 
2000. He foregoed his senior year with the Black 
Bears to make himself available for the pros. 

He is the son of Doug & Ellen Janik of Agawam. 


WMass. Division I Hoop Quarterfinals... 

Powell explodes for 42 points as Agawam High girls 
outlast Central’s Golden Eagles in double overtime 


Okay, let’s corral the usual cliches to describe the 
Agawam High girls’ (14-7) 70-68 double-overtime 
hoop victory over Central (16-5) in tough Division I 
Tournament play at the Golden Eagles’ place last 
Friday evening (February 28th). 

The game had more twists and turns than a tin of 
pretzels, and was more fun for the faithful than a bar¬ 
rel of monkeys. It was indeed worth the price of 
admission for the semi-packed house. 

So it went, as Agawam’s guard-oriented offense - 
led by remarkable freshman point guard Kara Powell 
(42 points) - carried the day over a team that had 
beaten them soundly (64-42) during the regular sea¬ 
son, and received 45 points on this night from frosh 
phenom Necole Evans. 

Brownie Coach Bronwyn Monahan was all smiles. 
“This game was an affirmation of all the hard work we 
put in all year long: the wind sprints, extra time at 
practices, and strategy sessions," she said. 

This one was a run-and-gun, full-court press all the 
way, as offensive and defensive heroics produced 
more comebacks than a bag full of boomerangs. 

It was about board-work, too, as Central (a bunch 
of tall rawboned kids) did a game-long Windex job on 
the glass - out-rebounding the Brownies, 35-23, with 
15 offensive chances as opposed to 11 for Agawam. 

Yet the Brownie visitors saved their bacon, doing 
just what Powell mentioned after it was over by putting 
the ball up as much as they could. 

Agawam shot 71 times from the field and convert¬ 
ed 26. Central had 62 attempts, burying 30. Central’s 
48 percent rate was overshadowed by Powell’s three- 
point production. 

She hit seven of nine from the arc and nailed a trey 
whenever a triple was called for, including five of them 
during the final dozen minutes in Larry Bird-like fash- 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

ion. 

It started out wild and woolly. Both clubs played 
even up during the first 5:30 minutes or so. Central, 
led by the rebounding of Evans (24 boards -12 offen¬ 
sive), tied it at 10 with 9:50 left in the first half. At that 
time, both teams were trying to run. The galloping 
guards for Agawam were freshman Elise Davilli 
(seven points), All-Scholastic junior Meg Kelly (three 
points), Powell, and All-Scholatic guard Lauren Peltier 
(one point, but played a fine floor game despite being 
sick). 

Central led 22-19 at the 3:18 mark. Then it was 22- 
21, hosts with 2:58 left 
when 5’10" senior forward 
Kristen Strole popped a 
10-foot bunny. Strole (five 
rebounds, two offensive, 
plus eight points), along 
with her teammates - 5’11" 
sophomore forward Stacy 
Boisvert, and 6’ All- 
Scholastic senior forward 
Vicky Taylor (four 
rebounds, two offensive) - 
battled hard under the 
glass all game long, offset¬ 
ting for some moments the 
Eagles' edge underneath. 

Things got a bit sloppy 
early on, as both clubs 
tried to adjust to the press 
by the opposition defense. 

Then, with a minute left, 

Central went up, 25-21, off 
an Evans offensive re¬ 
bound (made the hoop, got 


hacked, and made a free throw for the three-point 
play). Powell drained a deuce as time ran out, making 
it 25-23 at intermission for the fourth-seeded Eagles 
over the fifth-seeded Brownies. 

Central went up, 28-27, a minute into the second 
16 minutes. A Powell two saw the guests pull ahead, 
29-28. An 8-3 Agawam run, capped by a coast-to- 
coast, fast-break jaunt by Powell for two, had Agawam 
leading 37-31 with 4:34 off the clock. 

Play got physical. Central geared up its press. But 


SEE GIRLS’ HOOP - Page 33 


Lacrosse Equipmen 


S PORTS 


irnbefa 

ADVANTAGE 


NEW -STX Liquid 
NEW — STX Fuse 
NEW — Brine Prophecy 
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CJ Youth Helmet 
NEW — Cascade Iris for Girls 
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16 Shaker Road, East Longmeadow, MA 01028 • 525-0700 
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Semifinal meeting 
vs. Falcons 
huge task for 
Brownie girls 


Powell and Peltier (showing some good ball-handling 
skills) broke it down. About then, the Eagles were 
shooting 4-7 while the Brownies showed 5-12 as they 
continued to put it up without being shy. 

Central fought back to trail, 37-36. Then Agawam 
went into a mini-fog of its own. Things were intense 
and physical. Central took advantage and converted 
two easy lay-ups for a 40-37 lead with 7:28 left. 

An Eagle offensive rebound for two after a Brownie 
deuce made it 42-39. Then Powell popped from the 
right point for a three, tying things at 42 with 5:40 on 
the clock. However, a Central turnover with 5:30 to go 
led to a Powell lay-up, giving Agawam a slim 44-42 
lead. 

Still, it was the Kara Powell show. Central tied it at 
44. Then the freshman, who averaged 10.2 points a 
game during the season (with a season-high of 16 
points), hit another one of her treys, making it 47-44 
Brownies. 

It was time for the stars to shine. Powell hit a deuce 
with 3:15 left for a 49-44 Agawam lead. At that point in 
the half, she was 6-12 from the field, including two 
threes. 

Agawam led 51-47 after Evans scored on a lay-up. 
Kelly had the answer with a deuce of his own. 
Agawam, still shooting with abandon, was 11-25, 
while Central went 7-16. 

Central hit another two to trail, 51-49. Powell took 
aim and hit a trey with 1:58 to go. Now it was 54-49, 
guests. 

Agawam went ahead, 55-53. Then Evans hit off an 
offensive rebound to make it 55-all with 30 seconds 
left in regulation. 

Central had the ball when the regular game ended, 
as things went into a four-minute overtime with it knot¬ 
ted at 55. 

After some Central scoring, the Brownies trailed 
62-58 behind a Powell three with 1:18 left in the first 
overtime. Then Boisvert went 2-2 from the line, and 
Powell followed with a hoop to make it 62 apiece as 
things went into the second overtime. 

But the Brownies displayed a ton of poise in the 
second four-minute overtime. They got the early lead 
(49 seconds gone) off a nice feed for a deuce from 
Powell to Davilli, making it 64-62. Central got two. The 
scoreboard said 64-all. Powell had an eye on it and 
put up a ball from way downtown, and the three made 
it Agawam, 67-64 with 2:13 left. 

Then Taylor (battling the big Eagle bangers under¬ 
neath) got hammered and went to the line, hitting one 
of two for a 68-64 Agawam lead. Central answered 
with two, cutting the Brownie margin to 68-66 with 
1:33 to go. 

Agawam tried an inbound pass and Powell got into 
the action and was fouled, hitting one for two to make 
things 69-66 for her club. 

Then a Central offensive rebound for a deuce saw 
it 69-68, Agawam. The Brownies had another inbound 
pass with 12 seconds left. 

Powell dribbled the ball around a bit as she 
attempted to draw the foul. It happened and she made 
one end of two shots, giving Agawam a 70-68 lead. 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

It was a productive week of practice for the 
Agawam High girls’ basketball team. They 
approached their business at hand - preparation for 
a March 6th Division I semifinal Western Mass. 
Tournament battle with top-seeded (19-1) Valley 
Wheel power Minnechaug at the Curry Hicks Cage 
at UMass. 

The Brownie girls had good reason to be bouncy. 
They were working on the confidence they built up 
over that big win over Central, and it was the 
school’s first semifinal in girls’ hoop since the 1999 
season. Add that to the fact that point guard Kara 
Powell tallied 42 points, an all-time tournament high 
for AHS girls’ hoop ... and she’s just a freshman! 

Confidence would be necessary. The Falcons, 
with a record of 19-1 (8-0 in the Wheel), came in at 
the number-one seed for the tournament this time 
around. They earned the right to the quarters with a 
59-39 blowout of number-eight West Springfield last 
Friday evening (February 28th). 

Agawam, 14-7 (2-6 in the Wheel), which went to 
the quarters because of that win over Central (16-5), 
is the fifth seed. However, this season they lost twice 
to Minnechaug in both home and on-the-road con¬ 
tests. The first came at Kibbe Gym, where the 
Falcons won 54-37 back on February 4th. It was a 
question of the visitors being bigger and a lot more 
physical on that evening, according to Brownie 
Coach Bronwyn Monahan. 

The next time they played, it was in Wilbraham 
where the Falcons prevailed, 70-60, back on 
February 20th. 

SEE AHS VS. MINNECHAUG - Page 34 


AGAWAM HIGH freshman point guard Kara 
Powell scored 42 points in the Brownies’ dou¬ 
ble-overtime, quarterfinal win over Central. 
Powell’s 42 points set an all-time record for 
AHS girls’ hoop in Western Mass. Tour¬ 
nament play. Advertiser News photo by Dave Rollins. 


As Yogi said, “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over.” 

This game gave everyone’s deodorant a workout at 
the end. 

Eagles’ guard Kristy Williams launched the rock 
just over the timeline in Agawam territory with half a 
heartbeat on the clock. The three-point attempt was 
no good. 

The Brownie 70-68 win launched them to a Division 
I semifinal showdown on Thursday, March 6th 
(presstime), at the Curry Hicks Cage at UMass 
against top-seeded Minnechaug (19-1). 

AGAWAM INDIVIDUAL STATS: 

Powell, 15-31 fgs, 7-9 (3.’s), 4-7 fts - 42 points, 5 
rebounds, 2 offensive, 2 assists; Strole - 4-9 fgs - 8 
pts, 5 rebounds, 2 offensive; Davilli - 3-7 fgs, 0-1 (3’s), 
1-2 fts - 7 pts, 2 offensive rebs, 1 assist; Taylor - 2-9 
fgs, 1-2 fts - 5 pts, 4 rebounds, 2 offensive; Kelly -1- 
6 fgs, 1-2 fts - 3 pts, 2 rebs, 1 off, 1 assist; Gloster -1- 
3 fg - 2 pts, 3 rebs, 1 offen¬ 
sive; Boisvert - 0-4 fgs, 2-2 
fts - 2 pts, 2 rebs; Peltier - 
0-2 fgs, 2-2 fts - 1 pt, 1 
offensive reb. 

AGAWAM TEAM: 

26-71 fgs (36.6%), 7-10 
(3’s), 11-15 fts (73%) - 70 
points; 24 rebounds, 11 
offensive; 8 turnovers, 2 
points allowed off TO’s. 

CENTRAL TEAM: 

30-62 fgs (48%), 0-4 
(3’s), 8-15 fts (53%) - 68 
points; 35 rebounds, 15 
offensive; 7 turnovers, 2 
points allowed off TO’s. 


245 Springfield St. * Agawam * 413-786-0430 

WINTER SUPER SAVER SPECIALS!! 


WINTER SERVICE 
SPECIAL 

Oil & Filter Change Up To 5 Quarts 
Tire Rotation, Brake Inspection 
Check All Belts & Hoses, Inspect Air & Cabin 
Filters, Top Off All Fluids 


LUBE OIL CHANGE 

Service Includes 

Up to 5 Qts Of Motorcraft Oil, New Motorcraft 
Oil Filter, Check Fluids 
And Tire Pressure 


Plus tax & environmental tee Must present coupon at 
time of service. EXPIRES 3-31-03 
No Appointment Necessary. 

Coupons not valid with any other otters. 


Plus tax & environmental tee. Must present coupon 
at time of service EXPIRES 3-31-03 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


Our classified ads 
cost just $15 per 
week for 30 words 
or less. However, 
we DO NOT take 
them over the 
telephone. Please 
bring them to our 
office at 23 
Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills Center 
(above Remillard 
Insurance Agency), 
or mail them (along 
with payment) 
to P.O. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, 

MA 01030... 


ALL*smm ^ 

-Fore. Focus $29.95/D AY 

$i89/week 
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AHS VS. MINNECHAUG - from Page 33 

Looking at Minnechaug, it might be mentioned 
exactly where that lone loss came from. It happened 
at the start of the season, when they participated in 
the Bristol Eastern Tournament in Connecticut. In 
that one, they lost 43-32 to powerhouse Bunnell 
High School from that state. 

Monahan, pleased with her kids’ mind-set as well 
as her own (she coached her heart out against 
Central), took a look at their fortunes against the 
Falcons. “Losing twice to them is not really a con¬ 
sideration. We actually played better out there. The 
game was pretty good for us (the February 20th 
loss)." 

Minnechaug is loaded with talent, much like the 
Brownies. The coach noted that they will have a 
couple of Falcons who will deserve their attention 
when the two teams clash on Thursday, March 6th 
(presstime), at the Curry Hicks Cage at UMass. 
They are All-Scholastic power forward Laura Menty 
and point guard Brie Bellefeuille. Menty, for her part, 
scored 19 and 16 points, respectively, against the 
Brownies so far. Bellefeuille had 13 the last time out, 
and six before that. “Those two make them well-bal¬ 
anced,” the coach said. 

Now, because they played Minnechaug twice, it’s 
no revelation for the coach to discuss how to play 
them. “You have to out-rebound them, and that way 
use the fast break,” she noted. 

One thing that will aid the break will be Agawam’s 
play of their talented guards, led by Kara Powell, All- 
Scholastic guard/small forward Meg Kelly, All- 
Scholastic Lauren Peltier, and Elise Davilli. Those 
kids, along with senior captains Vicky Taylor and 
Kristen Strole, get pumped up when the Falcons are 
on the plate, according to the coach. 

She also mentioned that everyone is healthy. 
(Peltier, in particular, suffered from a sinus infection 
in the Central game and is okay now.) 

When everything is even, the coach looked at the 
crucial match-ups. “We’ll have our kids down low 
and up top, putting pressure on the ball. That way, 
we won’t allow them to post up. We’ll stay put and 
use our quickness, which is just a little bit better than 
theirs," she said. 

The MIAA, in its wisdom, chose Curry Hicks to be 
the battleground so no one will have a home advan¬ 
tage. It’s a clean, cozy place - fan-friendly and all 
that. “Speaking of fans, there will be a fan bus going 
up from the High School, so they will be there to 
cheer us along,” Monahan remarked with a laugh. 

The winner between Minnechaug and Agawam 
will meet the other semifinal winner between num¬ 
ber-three Cathedral and number-seven Taconic. 
That game will be on Saturday, March 8th, at the 
Curry Hicks Cage, with a 5:45 p.m. start. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., 
that can be brought in on Mondays... 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 


SPECIALIZING IN EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENT 

$$$$$$$ SAVE $$$$$$$ 

with rising utility costs you ca n’t 
afford to let heat go out your MLJyllJlf 
windows! New vinyl ^LGG|HLul[Zj 

replacement windows are the 


Sidina d 


0nly $ 199 


moo 

r per window* installed 

(‘under 100 U.l.) 


0(1 vv 


SIDING & TRIM 

ROOFING 

GUTTERS 

REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS 


GARAGE DOORS 
DECKS BUILT 
DOORS INSTALLED 
SERVING ALL OF 
WESTERN MA & CT 


Call 569-3733 
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THESE GUYS SURELY DON’T MIND THE COLD WEATHER: Members of the boys’ ski 
team at Agawam High School are pictured during a recent competition. Back row: Eric Jensen, 
Joe Reutt, Jesse Clauson, Head Coach Glenn Olson, Ryan Walsh, Chris Graveline, Assistant 
Coach Brandon Donovan, James Messier, and Paul Surowiec. Front row: Andy Jensen, Jeff 
Lagasse, Steve Hopkins, and Scott Gates. 

AHS boys’ & girls’ skiers complete 
big-time winter season at State’s 


Agawam High boys’ and girls' skiers stamped a 
nifty signature on a stellar 2002-2003 season with 
good outings at the Ski Alpine Championships at 
Berkshire East in Charlemont. 

Five AHS boys and two girls participated in the 
giant slalom and slalom events: sophomore Jeff 
Lagasse, junior Paul Surowiec, sophomore Chris 
Graveline, sophomore Ryan Walsh, junior James 
Messier, senior Kate Haglund, and junior Joanne 
Brignoli. 

The Brownie boys, coached by Glenn Olson, fin¬ 
ished eighth overall in the state in the 23-team event 
after placing second overall in Western Mass. 

Mohawk Regional, the Western Mass, champs, 
was the only regional team to place higher than 
Olson’s Brownies. 

The Brownie boys tabulated enough points in the 
slalom for eighth place after that event, and then were 
14th in the slalom. Both the boys’ and girls’ competi¬ 
tions featured 150 qualifiers (300 total skiers on the 
mountain). 


“Agawam continued to mark in the State 
Championships with a 10th place. The most impres¬ 
sive result was our eighth in the slalom," said Olson. 

He added, “It was a great way to complete the sea¬ 
son, which was one of our best ever.” 

Moreover, Olson will return his entire team for the 
2003-2004, including his five state qualifers. Look for 
the Brownies to offer a serious challenge to Mohawk 
Regional as the top team in the region. 

Jeff Lagasse was 42nd in the giant slalom, and 
26th in the slalom to lead the Brownies. 

The rest of the team results went this way: Paul 
Surowiec, did not finish, giant slalom, 24th, slalom; 
Chris Graveline, 76th, giant slalom, 46th, slalom; 
Ryan Walsh, 88th, giant slalom, 63rd, slalom; and 
James Messier, 69th, giant slalom, 60th, slalom. 

SEE AHS SKIING - Page 35 


Here's why you belong at the Y! 


Y 


OWNER/OPERATED 
FULLY INSURED 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 


• Swim laps in the pool. ' 

• Run on the indoor or outdoor track. ™ 

• Strength train with new Nautilus Fitness 
Advisor or Cybex equipment. 

• Get a quick workout using one of our 
Fast Lane circuits. 

• Take an aerobics or group cycling class. 

• Try racquetball or squash! 

• Introduce your kids to our new Youth 
Fitness Center. 

• Enjoy free babysitting & Y Club activities 
with Family memberships. 

• Meet friendly Y people in all shapes and sizes! 

Start Now! NO 30IN FEE! 

No long-term contract and everything for one low monthly fee. 


YMCA of Greater Springfield 

We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities 
Scantic Valley Branch • 8S Post Office Park. Suite 8518 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 • 596-2749 • www.scanticvalleyy org 
Springfield Branch • 275 Chestnut Street. Suite I 
Springfield. MA 01 104 • 739-6951 • www.sprmgfieldy.org 

Programs and facilities vary by location No join fee is a limited 
time offer. Financial assistance is available to qualified families 
and individuals toi memberships and individual programs. 


Half Off 

First Months Rent 

All sizes, residential and business storage 


Feeding Hills _ 

511 Springfield St. (Rt. 147) 

( 413 ) 789-2943 


— 

I 

i 


ssi :s? 

self ■ 
storage 


Not good with any ottier offer. New customers on*y. Offer expires 3/30/03. 




Climate 

Controlled 

Storaae 


Keeps temperature 
in your space 
between a safe 50 
to 80* F. 

Centrally monitored 
and controlled 
system. 


Feeding Hills 

511 Springfield St. (Rt. 147) 

(413)789-2948 


Newly Remodelled 

Commercial 


>jjircy 


Administrative 
Office Suites 
Air Conditioned 
24 Hour Access 
Kitchen and 
Restroom Facilities 


Uncle 

Bob’s 

self 


EZ3t3i_! www.unclebobs.com 



















March 6, 2003 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


Page 35 


AHS SKIING - from Page 34 
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Brownie wrestlers compete in elite 


All-State meet at Salem High School 

by Dave Rollins 
.Sports Writer 


For Coach Jim Graveline’s girls, Kate Haglund was 
67th in the morning giant slalom run at 54.49 sec¬ 
onds, and Joanne Brignoli was 110th at 60.93. 

“The giant slalom run for the girls was much longer 
than they had seen all year,” Graveline related. “The 
course was set from top to bottom with a total of 26 
gates, as opposed to the normal 13 gates.” 

The afternoon run was the slalom, where Haglund 
placed 76th in a time of 46.57, and Brignoli's run was 
50.01 seconds for 94th. 

“The State Meet was a cap for a very good season 
for both of these young ladies,” said Graveline. “To 
qualify for the State’s is a huge accomplishment. 
There are only 30 individuals that go to State’s from 
Western Mass. This was the end of a terrific high 
school career for Kate Haglund, and a sign of things 
to come for Joanne Brignoli, who will be one of our 
seniors next year." 

Graveline is losing six seniors to graduation, but he 
will return with a good nucleus. The Brownies ran sec¬ 
ond in the B Division throughout the year behind East 
Longmeadow. 

Informational 
meeting for AHS 


The wrestling program at Agawam High sent four 
participants to the All-State Tournament at Salem 
High School last weekend. Most of the kids who got 
into that one after the State Championships at 
Chelmsford the week before hoped to possibly make 
a run at the New England Meet. It was not to be. 

Salem High is a tough place to wrestle. It’s big and 
wide open, lending itself to a big crowd. “We’ve been 
here before. In my first year as a wrestling coach in 
1999, we sent Dave Moore there in the 119’s. He 
placed second in the All-State’s. Last year, we had 
Brian Pedersen there in the 189’s. Both Dave and 
Brian went on to the New England’s,” noted Brownie 
Coach Kirk Parker. 

He said about the whole thing, “No team from 
Western Mass, placed because it is not about team 
scoring. It’s about individual excellence.” 

It was about the kids. In the 112’s, Agawam All- 
Scholastic junior Brenton Reveruzzi had a big match 
against Dan Bowden from Dracut. Reveruzzi won the 
first match, 10-7, then lost in the consolation. The 
Brownie wrestled a kid from Melrose and won, 3-0. 
Then he lost to a Division II state champion and went 


out of the competition. 

In the 140’s, All-Scholastic senior Adam Blackak 
(the fifth seed) stepped up. He had a bye in his first 
match, but had a tough customer in the form of a kid 
from Franklin. The kid was a Division II runner-up and 
beat Blackak by a decision. Then the Brownie lost to 
Ludlow’s Corey Mange (who had beaten him in both 
Western Mass, and State Division I championship 
matches) in his next match. Blackak lost 2-0 in a 
heartbreaking consolation battle. 

Another Agawam blue-chipper, All-Scholastic sen¬ 
ior captain Paul Pilegi, was up in the 152’s. He wres¬ 
tled against state champion Bill Leischner from 
Winchester. Pilegi lost in overtime, 11-9. He went on 
to the consolation round and pinned an old foe, Stu 
Handel of Amherst. But the Brownie could get no fur¬ 
ther. He had to wrestle a kid from Haverhill, but lost a 
decision. It was over for the ace. 

The heavies were up. Agawam’s big guy, junior 
Dustin Hebert, lost his first match against Dan 
Cintrons from Hanover. Hebert went into the consola¬ 
tion round and lost, 3-2. 


Baseball Boosters 

There will be an informational meeting concerning 
the fundraising efforts for the 2003 Agawam High 
School baseball program on Tuesday, March 18th at 
7:00 p.m. 

The meeting will be held in the teacher’s cafeteria 
at the High School. 

All who are interested in being involved in this 
year’s Booster activities are welcome to attend. 

For further information, call Sue Federico at 786- 
8948. 

* * * 

Want to surprise your friends, family 
members, or co-workers when 

they turn a “certain age”? Then be 
sure to put a “Birthday Ad” in 
The Agawam Advertiser News... 


Agawam High varsity baseball team 
to play at New Britain Stadium 


For the second year of what is hoped to become an 
annual event, the Agawam High School varsity base¬ 
ball team will be on the road playing at the home of 
the New Britain Rock Cats. On April 5th, the boys 
have been scheduled to face a varsity program from 
Plainville, Connecticut. 

Not only will the team members enjoy the experi¬ 
ence of playing on a minor league field, they will also 
watch a game played by the Rock Cats. In addition to 
both of these games, the junior varsity as well as the 
freshman team will benefit from a skills clinic put on by 
the Rock Cats. 

Once again, Holyoke native Bill Dowling, co-owner 
of the Rock Cats, has been instrumental in ensuring 
that the local boys have the opportunity to play at the 


well-known stadium. He has generously offered to 
donate half of the price of the tickets sold by us to the 
Agawam High Baseball Program. 

The day promises to be a great opportunity to kick 
back and enjoy a full day of baseball at one of New 
England’s finest baseball parks. In addition to seeing 
two fine baseball games, the fans will be treated to a 
visit by the Springfield Spirit basketball team. The 
Spirit is a women’s professional team comprised of 
many former UConn stars. 

Tickets are $7 each and may be obtained by con¬ 
tacting any baseball team member or by calling Sue 
Federico (786-8948) or Sherry Wakelee (786-6065). 

As always, the Agawam High baseball team mem¬ 
bers appreciate your support. 


V&F Auto Service 

443 Springfield Street, Agawam 

( 413 ) 789-2181 

Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.; 

Sat.. 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon 


I WTich-nit 

Professional 


WE USE HIGH QUALITY CARQUEST REPLACEMENT PARTS 


MASSACHUSETTS 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
INSPECTION STATION 


MA INSPECTION 1 
STATION NO. 4473 


Let’s Work Together - Keep 

Education Rolling 


We are committed to your children and We Want To 
Keep Education Rolling. So please participate 

• in our Keep Education Rolling program. Simply 
tell us you would like to participate before 
we close your invoice and we will donate 2% 
of your total invoice to the Agawam Schools! 


6 Reasons To Call V&F Auto Service 


1. We 'll fix only what is necessary. We 'll NEVER pressure 
you into getting, additional work done. 

2. All work is guaranteed with a 6 month labor/1 year 
parts warrant}’. 

3. We use only the latest in diagnostic equipment to make 
sure your problem is fixed right THE FIRST TIME! 

4. We can provide a local ride for you. We want to make 
getting your vehicle repaired as convenient as possible. 

5. Our technicians are ASE certified to make sure you get 
the highest quality repairs possible. 

6. Coast to coast guarantee on most parts. 


Visit Our Web Site - 
www.vfauto.com 



Vinny Palange 


BRAKE SYSTEM 
FLUSH 

Manufacturer Recommended 
Service To Avoid 
Costly Repairs! 

Protect your Q 

brake system 

from fluid plus tax 

contamination ^ (Moslcar5 

that can lead SU ghi trucks) 

to failure 

Musi m%en\ coupon when order n written 
Coupons cenrot be combmtd with any other coupons 
or ipeaU VaW only et V 4 F Auto Service 

EXPIRES 3/20/03 


Frank Palange 


WINTER 

SAFETY SPECIAL... 


I 11 OIL 4 FILTER SERVICE (up to 5 quartal most vehicle. 
J - tone fiOeri slightly higher 

I 2) TIRE ROTATION, as needed (£0/1 QC 
| 3)COMPLETE BRAKE INSPEC- 

I Ron 

! 4) CHECK ANTIFREEZE 4 ALL ROg ' 

0 FLUIDS $69-95 

| 5) INSPECT BELTS 4 HOSES 

I fl) TEST BATTERY 4 CHARGING SYS- 

I 7) EXTENSIVE VEHICLE SAFETY 
| INSPECTION 

■ 4) CONSULTATION ON PROBLEMS YOU MAY BE 
I HAVING VATH YOUR CAR 

[ Moat can and truck* Dieael verndei may 
I mu) ti c>trn charoe Erp 3/20TO 


g TRANSMISSION 

II FLUSH SPECIAL 

• Flush and fill transmission system up to 
I 12 qts of Mer/Dox Fluid 

■ • Tire Rotation (as needed) 

■ • Free alignment check 

• • Inspect belts and hoses (most vehicles) 

0 • Test battery & charging system 
| • Extensive vehicle safety inspection 

• Consultation on problems you may bo having 
with your car 

<t “7Q QC Most vehicles 
(Rog. $89.95) 

Musi pr«*nt coupon when order i* wntlon 
Coupon* cannot bo corrbmoO with any other coupon* 
or speoat* Vasd only at V 4 F Auto Service 

EXPIRES 3/20/03 


RADIATOR 

Flush, Fill & Pressure Test 

$ 54.95 25 . 

Includes up to 2 gals, 
of anti-freeze 

FREE tire rotation, FREE 
safety check & FREE 
alignment check. 

Most cars 8 light trucks 
Expires 3/20/03 


If you have dropped off any photos to 
our office for Boy Scout activities, 
church events, etc., please pick them 
up after they appear in The A AN... 


Boys & Girls Basketball 

T Ages 10-17 

Team Tryouts 


Mm 


Boys Saturday 
March 8lh & 15th 

Girls Sunday 
March 9th & 16th 


-Boys- 

Saturday March 8th 

Tipi! Teams AgoDetamlied 

900-1030 Age 10 4th Grade Dorn on/alter 9/01/92 1 
Age 11 6th Grade Born on/jJter 9/01/91 
10 30-12:00 Ago 12 6th Grade Born on/dter9/01/90 
Age 13 7th Grade Born on/aJter 9/01/39 


Holyoke Community 330-6 
College 1 

March 8 8 ' & 9’ 1 
Homestead Ave. Holyoke 

March 15 tt ’ & 16*' 


$25Try0ulFee 
•Copy of 

Biith Certificate Required 

(Ante 30 min pmrtoschalnfcil time) 


12:30-2 00 Age14 8th Grade Born on/aJter 9/01/88 

2 00-330 Ageis 91h Grade Born on/dter 9/01/87 

3-30-6 00 Agolf> lOlh Grade Born on/aJter 9/01/86 
Age 17 11th Grade Born on/aJter 9/01/85 


-Girls- 

Sunday March 9th 


Time 

Teams 

Teams 

9:00-10:30 

Age 10 

Age 11 

10:30-12:00 

Age 12 

Age 13 

12:30-2:00 

Age 1 4 


2:00-3:30 

Age 15 


3:30-5:00 

Age 18 

Age 17 


’Age as of Jan 1st 2003 


Call Brian Powell 536-8243 


Coaches! Coaches! 
Coaches! Coaches! 


Are needed hall age g-otps 
Head Coaches and/or Asst.Coaches 
Call or send Email to BpowollidATTBI.com 
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Profile... sponsored by Bruno’s Pizza 

of sunshine for AHS girls’ skiing 


Raya Mufti’s a ray 


She lamented a bit about placing 31st overall in 
Western Mass, for the second consecutive year. “This 
kept me out of the State Championships again, 
because only the top 30 from our area make it. Still, I 
was 31 out of 200 racers and that is an accomplish¬ 
ment.” 

During the regular season, Raya recorded four top- 
10 finishes in the B Division, and was one of four 
Brownies girls to qualify for the WMass. Individuals. - 
a first for the girls’ program. 

“Even though we moved down to the B Division this 
year, qualifying four girls for WMass. this year and 
sendinq two more to State’s was a great accomplish- 


Whatever’s in the water over at the home of 
Agawam High girls’ ski team senior captain Raya 
Mutti, maybe someone should contact Coca-Cola 
about bottling and marketing it. 

“I am so happy” ... “It was awesome” ... “What a 
rush that is"... “What a blast”... and "How much cool¬ 
er can it be?” were just a few of the phrases used by 
this vivacious 18 year-old during our interview with her 
about being named The AAN’s “Athlete of the Week" 
for March 6th. 

Perhaps Raya’s enthusiasm and starry-eyed out¬ 
look is rooted in her closely-knit family of five, headed 
by her father, Gary, and her mother, Colleen, both of 
whom were born and bred in the friendly confines of 
North Agawam. 

For those of you in town who do not understand 
“North Agawam,” let’s just say it’s a phenomenon cul¬ 
tivated over several generations by a collection of 
families who almost never forget where they came 
from and why. Blue collar. Lunch pail. Ethnic pride. 

“There’s no question that my family’s roots in North 


sending two more to State’s was 
ment for us.” 

Raya’s scored personal best times in the giant 
slalom (32.01 seconds) and the slalom (46.31 sec¬ 
onds). She prefers the giant slalom. “The GS is faster, 
with fewer gates and a much wider course to work 
with. Coach Graveline pushed me and the team all 
season long, and I was very proud of our results." 

Her off-season work to prepare for the ski season 
is primarily accomplished in the AHS weight room. “I 
do a lot of leg and ab drills to stay in shape for skiing." 

She plans on taking some time off from the slopes, 
now that her schoolgirl alpine career is over. “Racing 
is such a major rush. You are so focused, you dont 
even notice the cold or the wind. You are on such a 
RAYA MUTTI b jg b when you ski recreationally, you feel all of these 

ge five, and began alpine racing for long-time things. But right now, I am done for the year. Maybe 

Jim Graveline when she entered AHS four next year, I will come back and try the Tri-State circuit 

go as a freshman. “I also remember almost falling off a chair at one of (amateur racing offered in various categories ° n _ 

a is the type of person who is such a hard the -jop 40’s’ during a dance routine. That was wicked weekends). But I know skiing will always p 

and gives 100-percent all of the time,” em barassing," she confessed with a laugh. tant part of my life, 

ne said of his senior captain. He added, "She co|or . jnk She turned 18th on j anU ary 8th. As mentioned at the top, her father is Gary and her 

r improved each year, and really did a great job f t0 break her habit of snacking on mom is Colleen. She has two young siblings - Leah, 

team as one of its leaders this year." Se Its”TheTurkey club melt at Friendly* is 14, and Eric, 13, both of whom are eighth-graders at 

e classroom, Raya’s course-load includes AP ano ther of Raya’s passions, and The Olive Garden in the Junior High. ^ . 

story, advanced math, honors (civics), psychol- Enfie id is a place where she enjoys the chow. Raya especially admires her mom: “My mom is just 

jttery, choreography, jazz choir (honors), and TV jr « 8 sirnp | e Ru | es " that entertains her the great. She’s always been there for me. And she s 

most; on the big screen, Raya's all-time best flick is always right about everythrng^She.gives me so much 

Dry and choreography are Raya’s favorites, and • The whole Nine Yards.” Her taste in music “runs to good advice and respect, and a e sam 

teacher Maureen Quinn (sophomore year) is everything - country, pop, jam, and blues.” The Dixie very good parent. 

ne whom she credits with having a positive chicks and Dave Matthews are Raya’s best-liked When Raya’s day is done at the High School in 
ce on her ban ds. June, she hopes to be remembered “as an outgoing 

ict, Raya notes that after attending the next two . she describes her clothes “as comfortable. It’s person who was a friend to everyone and who was 

at Holyoke Community College, she plans on sweatshirts, jeans, turtles, and sweaters for me. 1 real- able to get along ™' h ' ®e ni !, r JI .JS 

iq Westfield State College to earn her bache- | y don’t like wearing dresses and skirts unless I have person who is having a 

saree in education. to." She shops at American Eagle at The Holyoke how I hope people see me. 


’ATHLETE 


AHS SENIOR 
OF THE WEEK” IS SPON- 
SORED BY BRUNO'S PIZZE- Q 
RIA, AT 807 Spring-field ^ 

Street, Feeding Hills. NOW 
THE HOME OF A DELICIOUS FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER COOKED EVERY FRIDAY WITH 
GREAT CARE by Eddie Santaniello & Staff, 
while it lasts. The home of great pizza, grinders, 
calzones, chicken wings, chicken tenders, onion 
rings, and french fries, Bruno's delivers seven 
days a week. Call 786-8717. Each "Athlete of 
the Week" will receive a large pizza and a two- 
litre Coke, compliments of Eddie Santaniello 
and the friendly folks at Bruno's Pizzeria. 


All classes will start the week of March 24th. 

If you have any questions regarding classes, 
please call Sue at Fitness First: (413) 786-1460. lou 
can also visit Fitness First on the web at www ; fitness.■ 
firsthealthclub.com . 


that can be brought in on 
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Senior cheerleaders leave proud legacy at Agawam High 



rHF SENIOR MEMBERS (above) of the Agawam High School varsity cheerleading squad were honored recently on "Senior Night. They have 
been a oreat asset to the team, which not only won the Western Mass, fall championship in 2002, but also successfully defended their Western 
Mass, winter title last Sunday. Thank you, seniors; you will be sorely missed next year!!! Back row: Taryn Lapponese, Con Vertcramo, Ashley 
Bovle, Kate Horniak, and Andrea Greaney. Front row: Julie Pontz, Jillian Nunziato, Linda Kelley, and Christin Cilimberg. 




********** 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Ac j^rti s er News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to “The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030... 



mars 

us manchester 


7:35 pm 


SPStlNGFIELG 

FALCONS 

HOCKEY 


gotta 






Players will wear special tye dye jerseys 
which will be auctioned off after the game! 
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A “silent auction ” item ... 

Win a chance to be 
official “baH boy or 
girl” at Celtics 

vs. Wizards game 

Don’t miss this opportunity to join the Boston 
Celtics as the official “ball boy/girl” at the April 6th 
Celtics vs. Wizards game (Michael Jordan’s team). 

This lucky boy or girl between the ages of 12 and 
18 will also receive an autographed basketball by the 
entire Celtics team, an official t-shirt and hat, two 
floor-seat tickets for that evening’s game, and his or 
her name announced on the big screen. 

Please join us for the Ninth Annual Dinner Dance 
for Epilepsy Awareness on Saturday, March 8th, at 
Chez Josef. This is just one of the many exciting 
“silent auction" items this year. 

Some of the other items include an official Boston 
Bruins autographed Ray Bourke hockey shirt, an 
autographed baseball by Pedro and Yaz, and much 
more. Hope to see you there! 

For more information, please contact Carol 
Pietroniro at 786-9452. 

Ranch Golf Club 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Let's hear it for these Brownie seniors... 



the graduating members of the squad were honored for their contributions to the orange-and- 
brown. Front row: Seniors Drew Wynne, Dave Bienia, Joe Clark, and Mario Maloni. Back row: 
Family members Laura Wynne, Patty Wynne, Linda Bienia, Rich Bienia, Pete Clark, Cindy 
Maloni, and Anthony Maloni. 


to host AHS Baseball 
Booster fundraiser 

Treat yourself to a round of golf on the course that 
Golf Digest rated the third best new upscale course in 
the United States. On April 27th, the Ranch Golf Club 
in Southwick will again host a fundraising tournament 
for the Agawam High baseball program. 

The tournament will be the straight scramble for¬ 
mat (Mulligans available). There will be a longest 
drive contest as well as prizes for holes-in-one and 
closest to the pin. The tournament will be followed by 
a steak bake. 

A silent auction and raffle will be held during dinner. 
For a $25 donation, non-golfers are welcome for the 
steak bake at 7:00 p.m. Last year, this event sold out. 
We have added more foursomes, however, we rec¬ 
ommend you sign up early. The fee is $125 per golfer 
and includes golf, cart, practice facility, steak bake, 
and prizes. 

Space is limited, so call Sue Federico at 786-8948 
or Sherry Wakelee at 786-6065 to reserve your spot. 


AHS’s Alumni 
Volleyball Game 
set for Mar. 29th 

Agawam High School’s Alumni Volleyball Game 
will be held on Saturday, March 29th, at 1:00 p.m. at 
the High School gym. 

We are looking for all those graduates who played 
for the High School from 1999 to the present. Your 
competition will be the 2003 Agawam High School 
team. 

Come and enjoy the company of past team mem¬ 
bers and friends. Please call Coach Pat Demers at 
786-7676. 


If you wish to put a “Letter To The 
Editor” in The Agawam Advertiser News, 
the letter must have your signature, 
street address, and phone number. 
However, we will not publish your 
street address or phone number... 



Introducing the Colleen and her Court 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK'S COLLEEN, as well as the members of her Court, were intro¬ 
duced between periods at a recent Agawam High School girls' varsity basketball game. The 
Brownies won this game, and the Colleen and her Court did their part to root tor them. From 
left: Court members Ashley Boyle (who is also an AHS cheerleader), Ashley Edmunds, Shannon 
McDyer, Caitlin Holland, Laura Kennedy, and Agawam's St. Patrick ‘s Colleen, Alicia Linder. 

March’s activity schedule from Agawam 
Parks & Recreation Department 

* Drop-In Basketball: n ~m * Men’s / Co-Ed Volleyball: 

Monday - March 10th. /TAN Tuesday - March 11th. 

8:00 to 10:00 p.m. (t \ 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Agawam High School. | Agawam High School. ^ ^ -> 

* Women’s Volley- , ..L * Public Swim: 

ball: Monday - March Friday - March 7th, 

10th, 17th, 24th, and ^ 14th, 21st, and 28th. ^ 

31st. J§a| 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Agawam Junior High School. (Please call 821- 

Agawam Junior High School. 0513 to confirm open swim availability.) 
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TONY RESCIGNO (CENTER) of the Agawam Warriors is shown holding the ’’Don Ebbeling 
Sportsmanship Trophy,” which he was awarded during the John O’Conner Memorial 
Tournament Looking on are his proud coaches, Paul Rescigno (who also happens to be his dad) 
and Anthony Toto. 

Agawam Warrior Tony Rescigno 
receives “Sportsman Award” 


Last weekend, the Agawam Warriors competed in 
the John O’Conner Memorial Tournament. This bas¬ 
ketball tournament included the area’s top teams in 
both the “A" and “B" CYO divisions. 

The Warriors played well but not consistent, and 
they were eliminated from tournament play. Although 
the Warriors may not have made it to the champi¬ 
onship game, they did have one player who stood out 
among some 150 other players and was recognized 
by the tournament committee. That player was Tony 
Rescigno. 

Tony received the John O’Conner Memorial “Don 
Ebbeling Sportmanship Trophy.” 

Tournament director Bruce Berthiaume presented 
this trophy after the championship game before a 
packed house. 

He commented, To the smallest player in the tour¬ 
nament but one who had big heart and a big presence 
on the court and helped the Warriors advance deep 
into the tournament. This player was all over the court, 


The Springfield Falcons have announced that they 
will host a 1970’s theme night this Saturday, March 
8th, when the Falcons take on the Manchester 
Monarchs at “The Nest." 

In honor of 70's Night at the Civic Center, the 
Springfield Falcons will be wearing special tye dye jer¬ 
seys that will be auctioned off on the Internet through 
the E-Deal Commerce Network. 

Fans can find a link to E-Deal through the AHS’s 
official website ( www.theahl.com ) and through the 
Falcons’ official website ( www.falconsahl.com ). 

The Falcons will raffle off one authentic tye dye jer- 


getting knocked down and getting right back up to 
steal the ball and dish it off to one of his fellow team¬ 
mates. On behalf of the John O’Conner tournament 
committee’s unanimous decision, this award goes to 
Tony Rescigno of the Agawam Warriors." 

Tony was thrilled and so were his father/coach and 
his mother, as well as all who were there to see him 
compete. This award goes to the player who displays 
hard work and team play. 

Tony was asked how he felt about receiving this 
award. “I’m pumped," he said, adding, “I can’t wait to 
show my other coach, Coach Toto, and the rest of the 
Warriors.” 

His father and coach, Paul Rescigno, was very 
proud of his son and told him that you do not have to 
be the highest scorer or the biggest man on the play¬ 
ing field, but if you always give 110 percent in what 
you do, you will get noticed. And noticed Tony was! 

Congratulations, Tony, and good luck to you and 
the Warriors in the upcoming playoffs! 


sey inside of the Springfield Civic Center on the night 
of the game. 

Tickets for Saturday’s game can be purchased by 
calling the Springfield Civic Center Box Office at (413) 
787-6600 or 1-800-639-8602. 

Group tickets of 20 or more can be purchased by 
calling the Falcons’ Front Office at (413) 739-3344. 

The Falcons will be traveling to Hartford on Friday 
night, March 7th, followed by home games against 
Manchester on Saturday, March 8th, and Bridgeport 
on Sunday, March 9th.a 


In Dunkin 'Donuts promotion... 

Peter McNair 

of Agawam wins 

“dream” prize 

Peter McNair, a resident of Agawam, has won the 
opportunity to attend a Chalk Talk with Celtics Coach 
Jim O'Brien on Saturday, March 8th, as his sports fan¬ 
tasy prize in the 2003 Dunkin' Donuts "Sports 
Dreams” promotion. 

For the 2003 “Sports Dreams” promotion, Dunkin’ 
Donuts once again teamed up with all six of New 
England’s professional sports teams to provide con¬ 
sumers with once-in-a-lifetime opportunities to have 
their ultimate sports fantasies come true. 

The peel-and-win promotion was featured on more 
than 31-million medium, large, and extra-large hot 
beverage cups at close to 1,500 Dunkin’ Donuts fran¬ 
chises in the Boston, Providence, Springfield, and 
Hartford markets. 

The total number of prizes for the “Sports Dreams" 
promotion are valued at nearly $30 million and feature 
one-of-a-kind prizes that cannot be purchased any¬ 
where. These “dream" prizes will provide winners with 
unique opportunities to interact on a personal level 
with some of New England’s premier athletes. 

Sample “Sports Dreams" prizes include: 

* The opportunity to have a player from the Red 
Sox, New England Patriots, or Boston Bruins deliver 
Dunkin’ Donuts products to your workplace or school. 

* Throwing out the ceremonial "First Pitch" at 
Fenway Park. 

* Attending a private basketball clinic hosted by a 
member of the Boston Celtics. 

* Having a member of the Boston Breakers or New 
England Revolution professional soccer teams serve 
as the "Honorary Coach” of the winner’s youth soccer 
team. 

* Riding the Zamboni at a Boston Bruins game. 

* Watching a portion of a Red Sox game from 
inside Fenway Park’s “Green Monster.” 

* The opportunity to be a guest of the New England 
Patriots at the team’s training camp. 

Participating athletes in the 2003 "Sports Dreams” 
promotion are Boston Red Sox All-Star shortstop 
Nomar Garciaparra, New England Patriots linebacker 
Tedy Bruschi, Boston Bruins forward Joe Thornton, 
Boston Celtics forward Vin Baker, Boston Breakers 
midfielder Kristine Lilly, and New England Revolution 
forward Taylor Twellman. 

In addition to partnering with all six of New 
England’s professional sports franchises (Boston Red 
Sox, Boston Celtics, Boston Bruins, New England 
Patriots, New England Revolution, and Boston 
Breakers), the 2003 promotion also incorporates 
Minor League and college teams throughout New 
England. Participating teams include: the Pawtucket 
Red Sox, Providence Bruins, University of 
Connecticut Huskies, Hartford Wolf Pack, Norwich 
Navigators, Springfield Falcons, Manchester 
Monarchs, Lowell Spinners, Lowell Lock Monsters, 
and Boston College Eagles. 

Every cup is a winner, with many of the prizes con¬ 
sisting of discount sports team ticket packages, food 
offers, and autographed memorabilia from all partici¬ 
pating teams. 

Dunkin’ Donuts, Inc. is the largest coffee and 
baked goods chain in the world, providing its loyal 
customers with high-quality coffee, donuts, and other 
related baked goods since 1950. The company 
boasts over 3,500 locations in the United States, and 
approximately 1,500 locations in 32 other countries 
around the world. Dunkin’ Donuts, Inc. is based in 
Randolph, Massachusetts, and is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Allied Domecq PLC. 

* * * 

Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Our coverage of local sports is just one more reason 
why you turn our pages each and every week ... AANII! 


70’s Night at “The Nest” on March 8th 


* * * 
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Agawam CYO 
boys complete a 
successful season 

All 10 members of the St. John’s CYO “B” team are 
fifth-graders at Agawam Middle School. The team fin¬ 
ished the season with a record of 8-6, very 
respectable for a first-year team in a tough CYO divi¬ 
sion. 

The team has reached the playoffs and will square 
off with Our Lady of Sacred Heart on the road on 
Saturday, March 8th at 11:00 a.m. 

The players have jelled as a team and have 
learned the basics of a successful team: hustle, atti¬ 
tude, and teamwork. Workouts began October 1st 
and have enabled the players to refine their skills 
through hard work and practice. 

The team consists of many fine ball-handlers will¬ 
ing to dish to the open man: Danny Bobecki, Adam 
Brown, Lukas Buiso, Adam Howe, Kevin Paulin, and 
Brandon Serafino. 

Tending to the rebounding duties are the following 
"big men”: Mike Paulin, Joe Slaimen, Bradford 
Siegars, and Brian Toussaint. 

The team brags of a stifling defense and all players 
are capable of putting up big numbers on the offen¬ 
sive side. 

Join coaches Al Bobecki, Jeff Howe, and Jim 
Paulin in congratulating these players on a success¬ 
ful season and wishing them luck in postseason play. 
1-2-3 Agawam! 
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PICTURED ABOVE ARE THE members of the CYO/St. John’s fifth-grade boys’ basketball 
team. Front row: Mike Paulin, Kevin Paulin, Lukas Buiso, Danny Bobecki, and Brandon 
Serafino. Back row: Coach Jeff Howe, Adam Howe, Brian Toussaint, Joe Slaimen, Bradford 
Siegars, Adam Brown, and Coaches Jim Paulin and Al Bobecki. 


“Little big man” basketball tourney at AHS on April 12th 


Six Flags. 

To receive a registration form, visit the Parks & 
Recreation Office or call the office at 821-0513. 

* CU^lvlliKj D ■ iIao • 

1. All players must attend Agawam High School. 

2 . No more than one Agawam High School basket¬ 
ball player per team. 

3. Players can only be on one team. 

4. Team rosters must include a minimum of four 
players per team. 

5. Boys can be no taller than 6’. 

6. Girls can be no taller than 5’8”. 

7. All teams must sign in together by 8:45 a.m. 

8. Every player will be measured upon registration. 

9. Every player must sign a release waiver upon 
registration. 

* Rules Of Play: 

1. All games will be played on 8’ high rims. 

2. Absolutely no dunking at any time on the shorter 
rims. This will automatically eject you from the tourna¬ 
ment. 

3. A team will consist of three players on the court. 
A game may be started and continued with a minimum 
of two players. 

4. All individuals must wear a shirt or tee-shirt as 
part of their uniform. Pinnies will be provided to differ- 


enciate teams (if needed). All participants must wear 
regular basketball shoes or sneakers. 

5. Three-on-three games will be played to a score 
of 15. One point will be allowed pe[ basket. 

the arc. The game is a half-court game with normal 
boundaries, plus a two-point arc. A coin toss will deter¬ 
mine the first possession of each game. The defense 
will obtain possession after a score (no “make it, keep 
it"). On a change of possession, steal, air-ball, 
rebound, etc., the defense must take the ball outside 
the arc before shooting. Any basket made by the 
defense without first clearing the arc will count for the 
ofFense. 

6. After a score, foul, or out-of-bounds, the offense 
will begin possession at the top of the key. 

7. The ball has to be checked by the defense 
before inbounding the ball into play. 

8. There are no free throws in three-on-three bas¬ 
ketball. The offended team gets possession of the ball 
at the top of the key. Players will be warned and/or 
ejected for excessive or intentional fouling, and/or 
arguing with referees. 

9. Substitutions can be made at any dead ball dur¬ 
ing the game. 

10. Referees’ decisions are final and will be 
respected. 


On Saturday, April 12th, a three-on-three basketball 
tournament will take place at Agawam High School. 

This tournament is designed for the “little big man." 
No male over 6’ tall, and no female over 5’8" tall, is 
allowed to play in this half-court/double-elimination 
tournament played on 8’ high baskets. 

The boys’ tournament will take place in AHS’s large 
gym. Meanwhile, the girls’ tournament will be played 
in the school’s middle gym. 

On the morning of the tournaments, team registra¬ 
tion and measuring will take place from 8:30 to 8:45 
a.m. A warm-up will be held between 8:30 and 8:50 
a.m. 

Beginning at 8:50 a.m., there will be a walk-through 
of the rules and the court layout. Then, at 9:00 a.m. 
sharp, the games will begin! 

The cost to enter the tournament is $50 per team, 
which includes a t-shirt for every player. 

The prizes are as follows: $100 and trophies for 
both boys’ and girls’ first-place teams, and $50 and 
trophies for both boys’ and girls’ second-place teams. 

All registrations are due in the Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Office by Friday, March 28th, at 4:00 p.m. 
No exceptions will be made! 

This three-on-three “little big man” tournament is 
being sponsored by the Agawam Parks & Recreation 
Department, Ayre Investments, CHH Engraving, and 

Sign-up slated for 
girls’ Fast Pitch 
tournament in May 


4-H Horse Club 
conducting window 
exhibit/poster contest 


Weight Watchers 
meetings held at 
Fitness First on 
Friday evenings 

Fitness First is now holding Weight Watchers 
meetings on Friday nights from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

All Weight Watchers participants are welcome to 
take the beginner Spinning class that follows each 
meeting at 7:15 p.m. (a half-hour class). 

There is a small fee for non-Fitness First members. 

For more information on how you can become a 
part of this group, please call Denise at Fitness First 
at (413) 786-1460. 


There will be a special girls’ suburban softball sign¬ 
up for the May 16th-18th Fast Pitch Tournament 
(open to U-12 and U-14) to be held at SHAA. 

The sign-up date for this tournament will be 
Tuesday, March 11th, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m at the 
Sacred Heart Parish Center. 

Our classified ads will bring you 
FAST, FAST results - A AN!!! 


The Mane-I-Acs 4-H Horse Club of Southwick is 
currently conducting its annual window exhibit and 
poster contest at Partners Feed & Grain Store. 

Partners is located at 515 College Highway, 
Southwick. 

The display will be in place through March 8th, and 
the public is invited to stop by and view the creations. 

Posters are judged, and those receiving top honors 
will travel across the state to demonstrate the mean¬ 
ing of 4-H. 

Best local news with us... 


■k * * 
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The Bass Hunter 

“All About 
Outdoors...” 

by Skip Bryant 


Springfield Boat Show coming 
to The Big E grounds... 

(Editor’s note: “All About Outdoors" by Skip Bryant, 
The Bass Hunter, is a new feature of the Advertiser 
News.) 

Fellow sportsmen, there is a great time awaiting 
families this weekend on the grounds of the Eastern 
States Exposition in West Springfield (a.k.a. The Big 
E). The Springfield Boat Show will be taking place 
from March 6th-9th in the Mallary Complex, wherein 
there will be runabouts, jets, cruisers, bowriders, fish¬ 
ing machines, ski boats, pontoons, canoes, kayaks, 
docks, and various accessories. 

The Oxbow Water Ski Show Team will also be on 
hand, as well as the Antique Boat Spring Meet featur¬ 
ing antique boats (of course!), motors, and club mem¬ 
orabilia. This is, without question, the best place to 
find the boats and/or accessories for the upcoming 
season. (Believe it or not, it won’t be long before the 
water "opens up”!) 


I want to inform you of products that store your 
rods and hold them in your boats. 

They are rod and reel vinyl covers that protect (and 
separate) rods and reels for storage and transporting. 
There are also rod holders which “safely" hold the 
rods in place. 

These products are available from the Stor’s It 
company located at 5 Franklin Street, Manchester, 
CT 06040. You can also call them at (860) 649-7313. 

* * * 


There is a local club of bass fishermen which 
belongs to the Mass. Bass Federation. This club 
meets on the first Wednesday of every month at the 
West Springfield Sportsman’s Club in Agawam. 

They are looking for boaters and non-boaters alike 
to join and learn about fishing and competing from 
each other. They will be holding a tournament for the 
DARE program on Sunday, April 27th, from 7:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

If you need more information, call Bill Penney at 
(413) 569-6778. 


Golf Privilege 
Card now available 
for purchase 

. The American Lung Association’s Golf Privilege 
Card (GPC) is now available for purchase. Started in 
the 1980s here in Western Massachusetts for local 
golfers, the card now includes all of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, as well as Florida resort packages. 

Priced at only $39.95, the GPC offers $1,500 worth 
of bargains in greens fees, pro-shop discounts, sav¬ 
ings on custom club-making and club repair, as well 
as driving range discounts. 

Another great item that offers year-long savings is 
the Entertainment Book. It offers local savings on fine 
dining restaurants, amusements, clothing, outdoor 
sports, fast-food restaurants, gasoline, video rentals, 
dry cleaning, and much, much more. 

On a national level, there are savings on cruises, 
hotels, car rentals, flowers, resorts, and national store 
chains for clothing, eyeglasses, and even home secu¬ 
rity services. All this, only $20! 

GPCs are available at two locations: AG Golf, 83 
Spring Street, West Springfield and the American 
Lung Association, 393 Maple Street, Springfield. 
Entertainment Books are available only at the 
American Lung Association. 

For more information, call the American Lung 
Association of Western Massachusetts at (413) 737- 
3506, or e-mail us at infoiSwes ^rnmasslunq.orq. 
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On Wednesday , March 12th... 

Agawam Youth 
Cheerleading 
to hold sign-ups 
for tryouts 

Agawam Youth Cheerleading will be holding sigrv 
ups for tryouts for the fall 2003 season on 
Wednesday, March 12th, at the Agawam Public 
Library Community Room from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

These sign-ups are for all squads: Seniors entering 
grades seven and eight in the fall of 2003; Junior s, 
grades five and six; and Pee-Wees , grades three and 
four. 

Please note that every 
child trying out must have 
the necessary pre-regis¬ 
tration paperwork com¬ 
pleted and signed by a 
parent or guardian. A fee 
of $5 is required to cover 
tryout expenses. 

The tryout dates will 
be as follows: 

* For the Junior 
Squad , they will be held at the Agawam Middle 
School from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 1st, 
Wednesday, April 2nd, and Thursday, April 3rd, with 
the tryout on Friday, April 4th. 

* For the Senior Squad , they will be held at the 
Agawam Middle School from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 8th, Wednesday, April 9th, and 
Thursday, April 10th, with the tryout on Friday, April 
11th. 

* For the Pee-Wee Squad , they will be held at 
Robinson Park School from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 7th and Thursday, May 8th, with the 
tryout on Friday, May 9th. 

For any additional information on these three 
squads, please call Cindy Egan, 786-5133, or Kay 
Coulter, 789-4075. 

Ski free or at a 
discount and help 
fight lung disease 

The American Lung Association of, Western 
Massachusetts, Freeride Snowsports, and nine ski 
resorts are offering downhill skiers free and discount¬ 
ed lift tickets good through April 1, 2003. 

The Ski and Snowboard Savings Book offers 
skiers free and discounted skiing at nine resorts from 
the Berkshires to the hills of Vermont. The Book’s 
“Winter Products Sponsor” is Rossignol. 

For $49.95, the holder of the Ski and Snowboard 
Savings Book can enjoy free or discounted skiing. 

The book includes free lift tickets, buy-one, get- 
one-free deals, and other discounts on downhill ski¬ 
ing. 

As an added bonus, purchasers of the Ski & 
Snowboard Savings Book will be entered into a draw¬ 
ing to win a ski or snowboard package worth $500 
donated by Rossignol. 

Participating ski resorts are Berkshire East Ski 
Area, Jiminy Peak Ski Resort, Burke Vermont, Stowe 
Mountain Ski Resort, Magic Mountain, Catamount Ski 
Resort, Wachusett Mountain, Blandford Ski Area, and 
Ski Butternut. 

Sample discounts include free lift tickets at 
Berkshire East Ski Area and Jiminy Peak Resort, plus 
buy-one, get-one free deals at Burke Vermont, Magic 
Mountain, and Blandford Ski Area, and multiple-use 
discounts at Stowe Mountain and Catamount Ski 
Resort. 

For more information or to order the Ski & 
Snowboard Savings Book, please contact the 
American Lung Association at (413) 737-3506 or by 
email a t info@westernmasslung.or_q . 



In Tri-Parish Bowling... 


Holy Cross retains 
lead going into 
“position night” 
for round three 


On Monday, February 24th, Holy Cross held onto 
its lead in round three of the Tri-Parish Bowling 
League by taking one point from St. Louis in a match 
of high scores. 

HC had good bowling from John "Sunshine” 
Loncrini, who rolled a 121, 100, and 132 series for a 
353 total, and Steve “Quiet Man” Rovithis, who ran off 
a 120, 108, and 109 series for a total of 337. 

To offset this, St. L. had sub Kevin “The Quick” 
Muldrew run off a 405 series with strings of 101, 146, 
and 158. 

Kevin was filling in for his dad, “Luscious” Lou, and 
doing it well. 

“Luscious” is at home recovering from an operation 
on his leg and other troubles (in that it was necessary 
for him to return to the hospital for more blood to 
counteract anemia). At last call, he is recovering well 
now. 

In this match, St. Louis won total pinfall by 34 pins 
to end up second and 
will face HC again on 
position night as #1 
faces #2. 

★ * * 

Georgetown ended 
up in third place by 
getting a 2-2 tie with 
Fordham. 

F’ham took the first 
string by 17, lost the second by two, and the third by 
eight, but won pinfall by seven. 

Only two rollers hit over the 300 mark. 

For F’ham, it was “Jolly" Oily Muldrew with a 311 
total, and for G’town, it was Rich "Golden” Snyder 
with a 323. 

By virtue of its place (#3), G’town will roll against 
Catholic University on position night. 

Fordham (by finishing last) will roll against a bye 
team to be selected that night. 

* * * 

Catholic University ran all over Notre Dame, 3-1/2 
to 1/2. 

For CU, Jim “Big Mac" McCormack ran off a 335 
series which included strings of 96, 124, and 115. 

For ND, Neil “Slippery" Serven continued his good 
rolling with a 336 on strings of 105, 110, and 121. 

Lance “Lightning” Poirier was the star of this night’s 
bowling with a super 409 series of strings of 141, 117, 
and 151. 

CU won the first string by five, tied the second, and 
came on with a 503 to win by 39 and take total pins 
by 34. 

* * * 

St. Mary rolled against the bye team (#7 - 
Fordham) and won, 3-1. 

It was an easy match, as Fordham didn’t do well - 
they managed to win the first string by seven pins, but 
nothing else. 

The only bowler to manage a 300 score was Jon 
"Money” Robarge, who ran off strings of 114,101, and 
121 for a 336 series. 



So, going into position night (the last night of round 
three), the standings read like this: 


Holy Cross 
St. Louis 
Georgetown * 
Catholic University 
Notre Dame * 

St. Mary 
Fordham 
Bye Team 
(* Round Winners) 


19-9 
17-11 
16-12 
15-1/2-12-1/2 
13-1/2-14-1/2 
12-16 
11 -17 
8-20 
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Patronize 
Your Local 
Businesses 





SeV 


Feeding Hills 
& Westfield 

All trucks are radio dispatched. 
Fully Insured 
Liability & Workers Comp. 


VIA Lie. #066310 
MA Reg. #127007 

Agawam 


WEEKEND EMERGENCY SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
SALES, REPAIR. INSTALLATION 
Broken Springs, Tracks & Cables 
Replaced * Sectional Replacement 
Wo recommend GENIEPRO (msmivi swma txufeo 


FAX - 789-7305 Joseph Conte, Jr. 
www.contodoor.com General 

Wo lake VISA & MC Manager 


Cell: 530-9340 
Pager: 730-0355 

Denny 


D e Godboet 

Custom Homes & Remodeling 

Additions & Kitchen Renovations 

786-8866 


John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 
www. jfwalshcpa.com 

For an appointment please call 

786-3009 


GENERAL 

CARPENTRY 


413 • 789 • 7011 

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS 
CUSTOM DECKS * NEW CONSTRUCTION 
FULLY INSURED 

|)ON CHARTIHR Ll( '* #051U81 


Bob Longo Construction 

28 Years Specializing In Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 

Agawam * 789-0758 

•Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
•Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
•Porches & Sunrooms 

•Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 

•Mastic Vinyl Siding 

‘Window Relacement. Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation For Quality & Dependability 

FULLY INSURED -- FREE ESTIMATES 

All Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 


Northeast Builders 


N 


W 


Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills s 

Since 1975 

* Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates... Fully Licensed and Insured 


PETE'S 

PAPER & PAINT 

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpapering 
• Textured Ceilings • Sponge Painting ♦ Drywall Repairs 
• Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

_ (413) 545-7873 _ 

170 South Boulevard«West Springfield, MA 01089 


rv. MA License #E40548 

CT License #E188494 

CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercia! * Industrial 
Voice * Data 
Phone: (413) 786-6226 




♦Boarding *Lessons *Sales 
♦Training * Large Indoor Arena 
♦New Equine Exercise Riding Program 
For Women * Discounted Lesson 
Packages Available 
Call 1 (860) 668-2307 


Suffriti 

Construction Co. | 

Custom Homes E 
and Additions ft 

fiaintsdand Licensed 

Mary RTeirals - Eire ellent Reputation. S 

786-5516 V* 


Bill Spear’s Tree Service 


Since 1979 



Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


Frozen Lawns And No Leaves 
Make This The Best And 
Least Expensive Time 
For Treework! 


786-5081 


Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 

Reg. And Fully Insured By Bresnahan Ins. 


Free Estimates 
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The Agawam Housing Authority is seeking applicants for 
state aided, low income housing. The Agawam Housing 
Authority provides sanitary, safe, affordable housing for fami¬ 
lies, seniors and disabled persons. Applications can be 
obtained in person or via mail (please provide a written request 
by mail and enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope) at 
66 Meadowbrook Manor, Agawam, MA 01001 (located inside 
the Agawam Senior Center). 

Applicants have to meet certain financial criteria in order to 
qualify. Applicants are also subject to a CORI (Criminal 
Offenders Records Inquiry). The Agawam Housing Authority 
does NOT participate in any federally sponsored housing pro¬ 
grams including Section 8. The Agawam Housing Authority is 
an Equal Housing Opportunity. _ 


CHARTIER’S GEN¬ 
ERAL CARPENTRY: 

We take the worry out 
of building. Additions; 
new construction; ren¬ 
ovations; custom 
decks. Lie. no. 
051681; fully insured. 
Don Chartier, owner. 
(413) 789-7011. 


IT’S SPRING TUNE- 
UP TIME: A&M Small 
Engine Repairs for all 
your lawn & garden 
equipment needs. 

Free pick-up and 
delivery. 568-2582. 


CONTE DOOR SER¬ 
VICE, INC.: “We Sell 
The Best & Service 
The Rest.” Sales, 
repair, installation. 
Residential & commer¬ 
cial; weekend emer¬ 
gency service. 786- 
1800/568-4655. (Fax 
789-7305; www. con- 
tedoor.com .) 


VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.: Since 
1979. All new conven¬ 
ient location - 223 
Garden St., Feeding 
Hills. All insurance 
companies; collision 
and windshield. 

Claims welcome; guar¬ 
anteed repairs (RS- 
1842). 786-8226. 


CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC: 

Commercial & residen¬ 
tial - A to Z. New con¬ 
struction, additions, 
remodels to include 
service changes, all 


wiring for electric, 
computer, phone and 
cable lines. Licensed 
and insured. (413) 
786-6226. 


JOHN F. WALSH - 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT: 569 

Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit our 
Website and Financial 
Informa-tion Center - 
www.ifwalshcpa.com . 
For an appointment, 
please call (413) 786- 


WISHING ROCK 
FARM OF SUFFIELD: 

Full Service 
Equestrian Center. 

April 14th-18th ... 
Spring Break Horse¬ 
manship Program for 
children and teens (M- 
F, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.); April 19th ... 
Saddle Fitting Clinic; 
April 22nd ... Centered 
Riding Clinic. Call 1- 
860-668-2307. 


BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER: Interior paint¬ 
ing and wallpapering 
done to your specifica¬ 
tions at reasonable 
rates. Free estimate. 
Senior discount. Call 
739-4947. 


“MISTER DO ALL”: 

Decks, walls, doors, 
windows, kitchens, 
baths ... fix or make. 
Call Skip at (413) 537- 
1214. 


D. GODBOUT CUS¬ 
TOM HOMES & 
REMODELING: 

Additions & kitchen 
renovations. MA Lie. 
#066310; MA Reg. 
#127007. In Agawam. 
Call Denny - 786- 
8866. (Cell, 530-9340; 
pager, 730-0355.) 


MAMMOTH ESTATE 
SALE: 50 years’ accu¬ 
mulation. 152 Hafey 
Street, Chicopee (off 
Fairview Avenue) - 
March 7th-9th (Friday, 
Saturday, & Sunday), 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Rain or shine! Friday 
- numbers at 8:00 a.m. 
Cabotville Collectors. 
Direct questions to 
Tammy Watson, 530- 
4973. 


Agawam Housing Authority is seeking applications for the position of 
Groundskeeper/Maintenance Mechanic II for a 40-hour week at SI2.06 
per hour. A job description and application may be obtained at the 
Agawam Housing Authority office at 66 Meadowbrook Manor, Agawam. 
The Housing Authority will not mail or fax applications. Applications 
must be obtained in person. A resume is required and must include previ¬ 
ous work history, job related skills, and both business and personal refer¬ 
ences with addresses and contact numbers. Applications and resumes, 
hand delivered or sent via mail, are due at the Agawam I lousing Authority 
office no later than Monday, March 17th at 3:00 p.m. Applications should 
be scaled in an envelope and addressed to the attention of the 
Groundskeeper/Maintenance Mechanic II search committee. 


SERVICES 


BILL SPEAR’S TREE 
SERVICE: Complete 
tree removal, trim¬ 
ming. Land cleared. 
Senior citizen dis¬ 
count. FREE ESTI¬ 
MATES. Fully insured. 
“Your Hometown 
LEADER Since 1979.' 
Call 786-5081. 


DAVID’S 
WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial 
& residential. Call Paul 
Ferrarini, (413) 786- 
4436. 


NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. 
Rick Pfeffer, 4 Lenox 
St., Feeding Hills, MA 
01030. Reg. No. 
116963; Const. Sup. 
No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 


SUFFRITI CON¬ 
STRUCTION CO.: 

New homes and addi¬ 
tions. Insured and 
licensed. Many refer¬ 
rals. 786-5516. 


TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & cel¬ 
lars cleaned out. Lawn 
service, unwanted 
items, metal removal. 
Insured. Call Mr. T’s 
Cleaning Svc. Phone 
789-0540, beeper 735- 
4535. 


PAINTING, STAIN¬ 
ING: Exterior, interior. 
Your home or busi¬ 
ness. Quality work, 
reasonable rates. Call 
Joe at (413) 786-5912. 


LICENSED ELECTRI¬ 
CIAN: All types of 
work. Insured; free 
estimates; 35 yrs. 
License El6303. Call 
Jim, 782-6989. 


SPRINGFIELD TURN- 
VEREIN: Catering to 
weddings, banquets, 
parties, and recep¬ 
tions. Two rooms 
available with seating 
up to 250 people. 176 
Garden Street, 

Feeding Hills, 786- 
0924. 


BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION: 27 

years specializing in 
kitchens and additions. 
Free custom design. 
Fully insured, free esti¬ 
mates. In Agawam, 
789-0758. 


flexible hours; moder¬ 
ate income. Leave 
message with eve¬ 
ning phone number. 
Call (860) 763- 
4057. 


ESTATE 

SALE 


TREE STUMP 
GRINDING: Lowest 
prices, fastest service 
Free estimates. Call 
Pine Grove Stump 
Grinding, (413) 783- 
7236. 


FOR SALE 


RETAIL BUSINESS 
FOR SALE: Low 

cost; low expenses. 
1-person operation; 


PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured, 
free estimates. 


Removal, pruning, 
planting, stump grind¬ 
ing, firewood, back- 
hoe. Senior citizen dis¬ 


count; 24-hour emer¬ 
gency service. 17 
years experience. Call 
Paul Cocchl, 547- 


0343. 


Keep up with what's 
going on in town 
with a subscription to 

The Advertiser News 

nlv $26 


For a 1-year 
subscription!! 

Just mail your check with the coupon below to: 
The Advertiser News 
P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Name 


Address 


State 


Publications 


Turley 


ADVERTlSlil© 

ACC©UiT 

EXEGUT1IWE 


Come and join our team. Turley Publications Inc. is the fastest 
growing publisher in Western Mass. With 14 weekly and two 
monthly magazines we have opportunities for experienced 
advertising and marketing executives. Pleasant working condi¬ 
tions, competitive compensation and benefits, 401k. 

Send resume toj 

Kirk Davis 
V.P. of Publishing 
Turley Publications Inc. 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
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Enroll your family for just $ 99 ’ 

This month, introduce your family to fun and fitness at Fitness First and 

SAVE $200 on the family enrollment feel 

Fitness First offers something for everyone - from tiny tots to seniors to 
everyone in between. Your family will love our programs and facilities 
including our beautiful, indoor heated pool, state-of-the-art equipment 
and our very popular group exercise classes. 

Come in and meet our family. JVell make you feel right at home. 


HURRY, special $99 family enrollment offer ends March 31!* 


















